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Mon-Fri 17-21August 2020
• Year 10 Work Experience

Tue-Wed 18-19 August 2020
• PPS Year 7 Visit

Wednesday 19 August 2020
• Course Counselling Night

Thursday 27 August 2020
• Feeder School Soccer Carnival
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Acting Principal’s Report
Lesley Okholm

Dear Parents and Caregivers

We are heading to the halfway point of the term and the school is buzzing following 
most successful football and netball carnivals, and the Maths Quiz night and Uni SA 
event for some students this week. Clearly, whilst COVID has interrupted the usual 
life of Penola High School, we are s  ll able to off er fabulous ac  vi  es across a range 
of fi elds for our young people. Thank you to Chloe Long, Joshua Pearce and Mike Hentschke for their 
work in these ac  vi  es.

Café 43
CAFÉ 43 is a highlight of our week. During my fi rst experience of this learning ac  vity, I washave been 
hugely impressed with the grasp these Year 10 students have in the range of skills and roles required to 
run a successful café. This is a program we can be most proud of, as  something many other schools do 
not off er, giving the students a great perspec  ve of the range of pathways in the Hospitality industry  
Thank you to Gavin Kernot for his strong mentoring of this group.

A  endance
The image above shows our current a  endance and indicates 
a change from last newsle  er. This is posi  ve, however a  end-
ance at 84% is most concerning and WILL impact on student 
learning.
We appreciate your eff orts during COVID in keeping young peo-
ple away when they are symptoma  c however, many students 
tell me they ‘just didn’t feel like coming’.
As parents we are in a some  mes unenviable posi  on of having 
to be fi rm and strong, and by valuing schooling and a  endance 

we are se   ng them up for success in life.
Please contact us if you need support in this.

COVID Readiness
If luck is on our side, South Australia will remain rela  vely COVID safe. However, being so close to the 
border it is very possible we may be impacted and need to consider remote learning once again.
It is cri  cal that students take home their laptops every night to ensure that if this occurs, they have what 
they need to con  nue learning. Our staff  are doing the same and are prepared already to put into place 
2 weeks on online learning for their classes if needed.

Transi  on and Work Experience
Next week sees most of our Year 10 cohort head into workplaces to experience jobs and roles they have 
some interest in, for their futures. The work experience program fi ts within our PLP course and gives 
experiences which hopefully will help students iden  fy key work skills and capabili  es required in the 
workforce. We are most thankful for the support of local employers for making this possible, as it can be 
an extra workload for them. I encourage parents to debrief with their Year 10 each day, and try ques  ons 
like, “Is this what you expected this job to be like?” or “what have you learnt about this that makes you 
want to/not want to con  nue in this area?”

Traffi  c Light Repor  ng
Very soon you can expect to receive a colourful piece of correspondence from us, giving an overview of 
how your young people are tracking so far this semester. WE call this ‘traffi  c lights’ because the three 
colours are a great and simple way of iden  fying where students need to li   in their learning. Green of 
course if very posi  ve and indicates we have no concerns. Orange/yellow indicates VARIABLE results for 
the subject and means we have some concerns. Red is the alarm bell and we encourage you to follow 
these ones up directly with teachers concerned as soon as possible. The sooner we work together on 
issues, the more likely we can see this red change to orange or green.

 Kind regards
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Open Boys Football
Joshua Pearce

On Tuesday 4 August 2020, the Open Boy’s Football team 
competed in the Australian Schoolboy’s Statewide Tournament 
at Hatherleigh Football Club. Led by the mastermind strategist 
coach Long, confi dence was high on the way to the grounds. The 
compe   on of Kingston, Millicent and St Mar  ns were no match 
for the Penola boys on paper.  Unfortunately, the Year 12 boys 
were in charge of the music on the way, which may have set the 
tone for the day’s results.

The Year 8 u  li  es, Thomas Currie, Kaleb Moulton and Ned Skeer 
umpired the fi rst game of the day, with Ned and Thomas racing 
along the boundaries and Kaleb poten  ally developing RSI in his 
arms from the constant fl ag waving as Millicent decimated St 
Mar  ns.

The Penola boys were ready, warmed up, fi red up, and raring to 
go. Sadly, a few boys were absent leading to Ned and Thomas 
grudgingly pu   ng on a guernsey; but they did Penola proud. A 
seamless clearance and a dart kick towards Caleb Lythgo directly 
in front of goals was the perfect start to the game.  Caleb shook 
off  the nerves, dismissed the jeers from the opposi  on, made 
sure to do his hair and eff ortlessly slo  ed it through the middle.  
Like de-ja-vu, the footy found its way onto the chest of Caleb 
again from the clearance.  Unfortunately, unable to replicate his 
earlier heroics, the kick was shanked.  Nevertheless, Penola had 
a 7 point lead. Joel Virtanen added to the tally shortly a  er, as 
he and Jacob Robbie were able to link up through the middle.  
In the click of a fi nger, and not due to a lack of eff ort from the 
team, Kingston were able to level and hit the front by the end of 
the half.

At half  me, Coach Long gave a speech comparable to the late 
great John Kennedy. With those fi gh  ng words ringing in the 
boy’s ears, they went out ready to run through a metaphoric 
brick wall.  Perhaps Kingston also received a fi re up at half  me, 
as they came out with a strong second half. Stalwarts in defence, 
Bailey Lindner and Ozzy “Stra  on” Morton fought tooth and 
nail to stop the fl ourish of goals coming their way. Logan Burr 
demonstrated despera  on in his eff orts to stop the barrage.   
Without a rota  on (and despite Aaron Zerk’s relentlessness to 
keep the boys hydrated) the Penola boys fought valiantly but fell 
to Kingston.

Saint Mar  ns were up next and from their earlier and dismal 
showing, Penola could smell the blood in the water.  Hyped 
on hal  ime lollies and another pre-game rev-up from Coach 
Long, the boys went out to win. Immediately it was evident that 
Penola were a class above their feeble opposi  on.  Joel Virtanen 
demonstrated that he was a man playing in a boy’s league as he 
tore through the opposi  on, hit teammates lace out and kicked 
remarkable goals. Lochy “Scratcher” Neale was dominant in the 
ruck before moving to centre half back where he shut down 
any forward foolish enough to go for goal. Lachie Summers and 
Ryan Zerk were classy on the outside, fi nding space, running as 
they pleased and hi   ng targets for fun.  Ned Skeer was solid 
in defence, laying tackle a  er tackle and applying relentless 

pressure. Thomas Barnes and Tom Skeer made several great 
plays, u  lising their “footy smarts” to outwit their opposi  on 
before hi   ng up a teammate.
Penola went into hal  ime several goals in front however they 
knew that the job wasn’t done. A lineup change switched players 
into unfamiliar posi  ons.  Defenders turned forwards and Max 
Gartner and Brad Gartner showed that they have futures as 
Penola swingmen, proving they can be great at both ends of the 
fi eld.  A  er kicking several goals, Caleb Lythgo was ge   ng bored 
of the goals tally next to his name, and dished off  to a rampaging 
Jacob Robbie who unfortunately missed to the right. The 
leadership of the Year 12s was evident as Caleb was able to gain 
a goal assist when he found young Thomas Currie hiding twenty 
metres from goal amongst several defenders. Joel Virtanen gave 
away a goal with a handball over the top to Ty Dinnison who 
fought hard all day and was rewarded for his eff orts.  
With fi ve minutes le  , the four year twelve boys went into the 
middle as they played their last game for Penola High together.  
This was a special moment for the lads; you could see from the 
sidelines the camaraderie that they have as they seemingly 
played kick-to-kick with each other in those last moments. 
I could not be prouder of the boys from Penola High who 
perfectly embodied the school’s values of integrity and respect 
as they competed fairly and to a high level. I would like to thank 
Jo Skeer for helping throughout the day. Without volunteers, 
the day could not go ahead. A special men  on to Thomas Currie 
and Ned Skeer who played well above their age, and to Kaleb 
Moulton and elite waterboy Aaron Zerk who took on various 
roles throughout the day.
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Open Girls Football
Chloe Long

On Wednesday 5 August 2020 we hosted the Open Girl’s football 
compe   on with teams from Millicent High school, Saint 
Mar  ns and Penola/Naracoorte High Schools. The opportunity 
to combine with Naracoorte High School allowed us to nominate 
a team for the compe   on. The girls started off  the day strongly 
with a great team win against Millicent, with Shandeen Balshaw 
laying some good tackles and applying good defensive pressure. 
Our next match saw us take on Saint Mar  ns who had come 
off  a win, which meant the girls needed to be at their best and 
win the match to progress through to the next round. Due to an 
outstanding fi rst quarter where the girls kicked 4 goals to Saint 
Mar  ns 1, they were able to come away with a quite comfortable 
win to go through to the next round. Unfortunately in the second 
quarter Indi Venables went down with a game ending knee injury. 
It was good to see Stella Glynn and Recce Balshaw ge   ng their 
hands on the ball and doing some good kicks to their teammates. 
A big thank you to Joel Virtanen for goal umpiring and Jacob 
Robbie for boundary umpiring both games in the cold.

STUDENT ILLNESS
Parents and students are reminded that if a student is feeling 
unwell or is injured at school, they are to report to the front 

offi  ce for assistance. Students are reminded not to text 
message their parent from their mobile phone to ask if they 

can be collected; they are to report to the front offi  ce and they 
can then wait in the Sick Room while staff  contact their parent/
guardian to arrange transporta  on home and the absence can 

be recorded.

Maths Quiz Night
Mike Hentschke

The MASA Maths Quiz Night had a new look for 2020. Tradi  onally 
our school hall hosts teams from schools across the region to 
compete in the event. This year, schools hosted their own evening 
at their own sites, and to accommodate student numbers, it was 
reduced to a senior student compe   on.
Our senior students formed three teams and gathered on the 
evening of Wednesday 5 August 2020 to take on the challenge 
of the night. A challenge it was, and staff  members also got into 
the spirit of the night. Stella Glynn excelled in the Sudoku type 
challenges and Brad Gartner was able to solve a problem through 
the use of diagrams to demonstrate his problem.
Overall, our top team in both Maths and General Knowledge was 
Stella Glynn, Ella Hutchesson, Charlo  e Neale and Shandeen 
Balshaw. Indi Venables, Brad Gartner and Tom Skeer were next 
and received the Maths prize for the night. It was great to see Indi 
compe  ng in this event from the day’s footballing adventures. 
The Year 12s were represented by Amy Whitehouse, Ebony 
Cliff ord and Alex A  enborough.
In a new role this year, we welcomed back Ms Wighton who 
has previously organised and hosted this event. She certainly 
appreciated the eff orts of everyone who came along to enjoy the 
evening in a social, yet politely compe   ve evening.

SAMPLE QUESTIONS

General Knowledge
What place name means ‘many islands’?
In the show The Simpsons, what is the police chief’s full name?
In which Irish county could you kiss the Blarney Stone?
The Tropic of Capricorn cuts which con  nent into approximately 
equal halves?

Maths
If a pizza with a diameter 20cm can feed 2 people, how many 
could three 30cm pizzas feed?
A cube has each corner cut off  to reveal an equilateral triangle, 
but leaving some of each original edge remaining. How many 
edges are there now?

Mid-Term Traf ic Light Reports
The mid-term Traffi  c Light reports will be available via a hard 
copy, email and the parent portal next week.

Traffi  c Light judgements are given for Eff ort, A   tude to Learning, 
A  endance and Task Comple  on with Red (Area of concern), 
Amber (Variable performance) or Green (Posi  ve performance) 
in each subject.  We are hopeful this enables you to understand 
how your young person is travelling this semester and to make 
appointments with teachers if required to set up supports for 
them.

An SMS will be sent to you when the reports are available on the 
parent portal and available via email.

ANSWERS
Polynesia
Clancy Wiggum
Clare Country
Australia

9
36
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Knock Out Netball
Joshua Pearce

On the 10 August 2020, a select group of aspiring and talented 
netballers from Penola High School took part in the South 
Australian Statewide Netball Carnival, held at Olympic Park, 
Mount Gambier. Chloe Long once again coached the Open team, 
with the much an  cipated coaching debut of Year 11 mastermind 
strategist, Indi Venables coaching the Year 8/9 team. Miss Long 
and Mr Pearce were grateful that the bus DJ on this trip had far 
greater taste in music than the atrocious noise pollu  on off ered 
on the Open Football trip.
A late departure had the girls arriving at the courts just mere 
minutes before the fi rst game started. The 8/9 girls performed 
valiantly in what was a tough fi rst game against an opponent 
who obviously had ample opportunity to warm up. Nevertheless, 
valuable lessons were learned and the girls got to play in several 
posi  ons as they found their groove.
There were posi  ve signs in the next game. Maddie ‘Dead Eye’ 
Mitchell dominated as a GS, making shots for fun and sinking 
everything given to her. Skylah Petrie and Emily Timms were rocks 
in defence, proving to be a real headache for the opposi  on.  
Reese “The Enforcer” Balshaw made sure that no one from the 
other team could get the ball easily. It was great to see that as the 
day went on, the girls were growing in confi dence and solidifying 
as a team.
A  er the second game, coach extraordinaire Indi knew that 
something had to be done.  Finding a free court, she put the girls 
through their paces, showing those elite match simula  on drills 
that worked on their game awareness, mobility and decision 
making.  Unsurprisingly, a  er their newly learned skills, the team 
came out fi ring to start their third game, taking a strong lead into 
the half against Grant High School.  Scarle   Black and Shelley 
Crawford controlled the centre court, linking together both ends 
with supreme passing. Master interceptor Ebony Wurst played 
hard but fair throughout, taking several great intercepts with an 
uncanny ability to read the play.
With one game le  , the girls were out on their feet,  red a  er 
playing all day in the South East sun. A  er another inspiring rev 
up from the coach, the girls took to the court one last  me with 
fi re in their eyes. Lily Cliff ord-Finch con  nued what she had done 
all day, ran hard, intercepted the ball and made sure to give her 
teammates  me and space. Taylah Burr weaved through the 
opposi  on to set up many great passes, bringing the other girls 
into the game. It was pleasing to see that even a  er almost two 

hours of game  me, the girls con  nued to play hard.
Over on the Open team, Penola had a tough draw against 
Millicent, Tenison and Grant High. With some injuries in the 
Open Girls teams we relied on some 8/9 girls to fi ll in for the 
team. Kaitlin Roisse  er showed her netball talent within the goal 
ring and Tannayah Cranwell moved the ball beau  fully down 
the court, playing in the centre. Kasey Venables and Georgia 
Winter led from the front all day, playing both ends of the court. 
Their leadership and voice were a major asset to the team. Ella 
Hutchesson applied consistent pressure in defence, making it 
diffi  cult for all other teams to move the ball into the goal circle. 
Breanna Lythgo found her posi  on in WD ge   ng countless 
turnovers and using her height to her advantage. Shandeen 
Balshaw and Jasmine Rohrlach ran through the midcourt all day, 
providing drive and defensive pressure. Overall the girls fi nished 
3 in their pool a  er having a win over Grant High School. 
The girls should be very proud of themselves. They came with 
varying netball experience, but all represented Penola High 
School superbly, playing hard, fairly and perfectly embodying the 
school values of respect and integrity. I would like to thank the 
outstanding work of top sta  s  cian Amelia Henry who scored 
every match of the day, the aforemen  oned master coach Indi 
and to Sarah Walker who offi  ciated throughout the day. Without 
the great work of these volunteers, the day would not have been 
a success.


