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Important Dates
Monday 23 November 2020
• Year 7 Transition Evening

Tue 25 Nov-Wed 26 Nov 2020
• Year 7 Transition Visit

Wednesday 2 December 2020
• Student Free Day

Friday 4 December 2020
• Last Day for Year 10/11

Mon 7 Dec-Fri 11 Dec 2020
• Activities Week

Wednesday 9 December 2020
• Presentation Night
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Principal’s Report
Ngaire Benfell

Dear Parents and Caregivers

The Graduation Dinner at Hollicks on Saturday 14 November 2020 was 
a fantastic showcase of the ability of the school and community to work 
together and hold one of the few formal Graduation ceremonies in the state.  All those 
who spoke referenced the impact of Covid-19 on the students, their families and the staff 
this year. We will further acknowledge this special group of graduates at Presentation 
Night on 9 December 2020. We look forward to your attendance at this event. 

COVID-19
Last week, SA Health worked very rapidly to contain the hotspot evident in the Adelaide 
northern suburbs. Our state managed to trace and control this outbreak and we are back 
on site resuming teaching and learning face to face. As a border community, we are all 
too familiar with the impact of a hotspot. Border crossing has returned to permit only, 
and we have returned to some social distancing restrictions that will impact further on 
end of year events, such as excursions and Presentation Night. We will communicate all 
changes to you in a timely manner.
I think this has been a wake up call across the nation - things can change rapidly, 
and states such as ours, that have good processes in place, will respond rapidly and 
decisively. If students and families are feeling distressed by these latest events, please 
don’t hesitate to contact the school to work through how we can provide support.
“A trouble shared is a trouble halved.”

Facilities
The upgrade of the carpark is continuing and as I described in the last newsletter, work 
will continue for the rest of 2020 and into 2021 as the resurfacing of a tennis court 
and the bitumen area behind the Science classrooms commences. We have also been 
allocated a further minor works fund to continue the upgrading of our classrooms 
and school surrounds. It has been exciting over the past 4 years to have attracted so 
much funding for facilities. Penola High School and its students are well deserving of 
an upgrade.

Staffing 2021
Principal leadership of Penola High School in 2021 will be provided by the appointment 
of Lesley Okholm into an Acting Principal role for all of next year, before advertising the 
Principal role for a tenured period. We are currently advertising the Deputy Principal 
position. Both Jessie Cope and Aimee Moretti will return from maternity leave in Term 
2. Olivia Jaeschke will continue as Wellbeing Coordinator until Jessie Cope returns. 
We are currently advertising for an Art teacher to replace Aimee Moretti for Term 1. 
Jane Pryor is returning to a leadership position at Naracoorte next year so we will be 
advertising a Middle School Coordinator position as well. I will keep you posted on our 
new staffing arrangements as we fill positions.

Stay safe

    Kind regards
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Festival of Sport
Chloe Long

On Friday 13 November 2020 Penola high School hosted 
the annual Festival of Sport, with 8 schools descending on 
Penola for a day of Ultimate Frisbee, Touch Football and 
Volleyball. The morning started with the Penola High School 
students using their problem-solving skills to measure and 
set up all the Ultimate Frisbee fields. As always this was a 
fantastic day, filled with fun, sports and lots of laughter. 
Thank you to the house captains for all their coaching and 
umpiring, plus Miss Jones and Mr Matthews for supporting 
during the day.

Year 9 Touch 
The Year 9 Touch footballers braved the morning showers 
and were rewarded with the afternoon sun. The boys team 
was under manned for the day, however, we were lucky 
enough to borrow some players from St Martins to ensure 
we had enough to play. Throughout the day the boy’s skills 
improved, they began to drive the ball up the field and 
score many trys. The girls rallied together to put a full team 
on the field, showing the boys how to score trys early in 
the day and working together to ensure they become more  
successful. Both the boys and girls improved their touch 
football skills, and more importantly, they had a lot of fun. 

5-A-Side Soccer
Kate Jones

PE Week started off with as bang as the year 8 and 9 
students travelled to Grant High School to participate in 
5-A-Side Soccer. 
The Year 8 girls team, with coach Kasey Venables, consisted 
of Lily Clifford-Finch, Taylah Burr, Ebony Wurst, Scarlett 
Black and Maddison Mitchell. The girls proved themselves 
to be a great team with Lily scoring the first goal in the first 
game and Taylah discovering a talent for goal keeping. The 
girls were extra exhausted at the end of the day as they 
each had to fill in for the Year 9 girl’s team who only had four 
players, Tannayah Cranwell, Olivia Berkin, Nikita Bormann 
and Reese Balshaw. The Year 8s volunteered to fill in, saving 
the Year 9 team coach, Breanna Lythgo, the job of hunting 
for an extra player. Reese gave each game everything she 
had, too bad her shots at goal seemed to have more of a 
chance of hitting the goalie in the head than landing in the 
net. Tannayah also displayed some fancy footwork against 
Mount Gambier High School.

The Year 8 boys team, coached by Aaron Zerk and Ty 
Dinnison, contained Thomas Currie, Toby Zerk, Ned Skeer, 
Kaleb Moulton and Arlie Shadbolt. While the boys seemed 
more distracted by the appearance of a canteen they still 
put their best foot forward in all their games. All players 
took their turn at receiving a falcon but none was quite so 
impressive as Thomas’s, who successfully managed to boot 
the ball straight into his own face. 
With each team playing over five games in the scorching 
sun it’s safe to say that the Soccer stars returned to 
Penola feeling pretty exhausted. The students should be 
commended on their sportsmanship and dedication, a 
great day was had by all. 

Volleyball
Kate Jones

As part of the Festival of Sport, 
hosted at Penola High School, 
the Year 10 students took up 
the challenge of competing in 
a volleyball tournament against 
Millicent High, Mount High, 
Saint Martins, Tenison and 
Grant. 
The boys team consisted 
of Bailey Lindner, Lachlan 
Summers, Aaron Zerk, Tom 
Jerome, Ty Dinnison and Seth 
Lear who were cheered on from 
the side lines by self-appointed 
coach, Jake Klemm. The girls 
team was made up of Georgia 
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winter, Amelia Henry, Kasey Venables, Amber Boutcher, 
Breanna Lythgo and Sophie Cliffton. Chloe Cutchie didn’t 
play the first game but was ready to sub in after one student 
suffered an injury. 
It was a big day, with students alternating between playing 
their own games and scoring. Both teams skills improved 
throughout the day, with all students displaying good 
communication and teamwork.
Our students were praised throughout the day by teachers 
from many different schools for their willingness to help 
out and dedication to ensuring all the courts were set up 
and packed up in record time. 

Year 8 Ultimate Frisbee
Sam Matthews

The Year 8 group had their first experience of Ultimate 
Frisbee in difficult windy conditions. It took a while for the 
Girls and Boys teams to have a good grasp of the rules, 
but most of the teams from other schools hadn’t played 
Ultimate Frisbee before either. The girls’ team of Ebony 
Wurst, Shelly Crawford, Lily Clifford-Finch, Kaitlin Roissetter, 
Maddison Mitchell and Taylah Burr had a slow start against 
one of the Naracoorte teams. Both teams were gathered 
close together and they couldn’t get very far, Naracoorte 
was able to string more throws together and ended with a 
higher score. The boys’ team of Dylan Raedel, Ned Skeer, 
Thomas Currie, Kaleb Moulton, Harry Marlow, Peter Davis, 
Toby Zerk had a much more energetic first game against 
Mount Gambier. Both teams spread out a lot more and 
tried longer throws, but it was hard for teams to throw 
into the wind so they swapped ends after every score. It 
was a close game, but Penola won by a point. Both of the 
Penola teams improved over the day and there were some 
excellent throws and passages of plays for each team. The 
girls team came up against some tough opposition, but 
they were able to win the last game by a point. Our teams 
showed good sportsmanship, put in their best effort in 
difficult weather and did a great job of representing Penola 
High School on and off the field.

Disc Golf
Sam Matthews

A group of Year 8 and 9 students travelled to Mount 
Gambier to participate in a Disc Golf competition run by 
Mount Gambier Disc Golf.  The students involved were; 
Reese Balshaw, Lochy Neale, Ben Hutchesson, Ethyn 
Yates, Olivia Berkin, Tannayah Cranwell, Kaitlin Roisseter, 
Maddison Mitchell, Alice Kelly and Dylan Raedel. All of our 
three teams improved after more practice over the day. The 
rules of disc golf are similar to golf, but competitors throw a 
disc to get it to land in a basket. At the start of the day most 
holes were finished over par, but by the end of the day all 
three Penola High School teams finished with holes at par. 
Our final scores were competitive, but we couldn’t match 
it with students from other schools who have had more 
practice. The  Penola High School students worked well 
together, they participated for the whole time and behaved 
appropriately while having a go at this new sport.
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Transition News
Jane Pryor

On Tuesday 17 November 2020, we had the pleasure of 
hosting seventeen Year 6 and 7 students from Kalangadoo 
and Nangwarry Primary schools for a Transition visit. Their 
teachers, Ms Kerr and Miss Childs, accompanied them on 
the bus as they were transported to and from their schools. 
The day commenced with a cooking session with Mrs 
Jaeschke where they made ginger biscuits, which they 
enjoyed during their break time. They worked in mixed 
groups where they had to communicate and cooperate with 
each other to achieve successful outcomes. The following 
session was with Ms Pryor where they experienced an Art 
activity. Students were encouraged to use their critical and 
creative thinking skills to develop a composition based 
around animals and their habitats. Their work was taken 
back to their sites for completion of details and colour work.
Mr Knott provided a Design and Technology experience 
where students worked with plastics to create practical 
and colourful key rings. This experience gave them some 
insight into the possibilities of this area of study. In the 
afternoon, Ms Williams introduced the students to the 
library and the availability of resources. They also engaged 
in a literacy activity where they had to develop as many 
words as possible from a lengthy combination of letters in 
the alphabet.
The students interacted well together, and positively 
embraced their new environment. This was a great 
opportunity for them to meet some of their new teachers 
and also connect with current students at the school. 
Penola High School staff and students will now look forward 
to all students from the feeder schools attending the final 
Transition event for 2020 in Week 7.

Penola High School
59th Annual

Presentation Night
Penola High School

Wednesday 9 December 2020
7.15pm for a 7.30pm start

Art Display in the Foyer

All students are expected to attend and wear 
school uniform.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, all family members 
must book a seat. We are required to allocate 

designated seating for the public attending the 
event. Please phone 8737 0000 to reserve a seat. 

Students do not need seats booked.

PENOLA SCHOOL
COMMMUNITY 

LIBRARY

Tuesday
10.30am-4.30pm

Wednesday
9.00am-6.00pm

Thursday
9.00am-4.30pm

Friday
9.00am-3.30pm

School Holidays closed for lunch:
Tue-Thu 1.00-1.30pm

Fri 12.00-12.30pm

PRIOR NOTICE
STUDENT FREE DAY

WEDNESDAY
2 DECEMBER 2020

PLEASE NOTE
Parents of bus students are reminded if they 

have a bus issue it must be directed, in the first 
instance to the Principal of that young person’s 

school, and then if need be, to Penola High School 
who manage the buses. Parents should NOT be 

contacting bus drivers directly.
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