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Principal’s Report
Ngaire Benfell

Dear Parents and Caregivers

Week 5 Term 3 was a very interes  ng week and week 6 proved equally as 
exci  ng. Last week, Penola High School teachers celebrated the work of our 
SSOs (school support offi  cers) a week early. There was a very good reason 
for this; we wanted to avoid the three days our carpet layers were on site, replacing all the 
carpet in the Administra  on sec  on of the school. We held a morning tea for all our support 
staff  where we read out statements of our apprecia  on of their work and support. One teacher 
wrote: “the school would not run without you, your passion and care for students is obvious 
and we appreciate your worth.” Another stated: “thank you for all the work you do around the 
school. Thank you for suppor  ng students on good days and bad, for off ering your help and 
your hearts. Our students and teachers are blessed to have you.” 

Student Use of Phones
At Penola High School, we encourage responsible use of phones and recognise that technology 
is part of the present and future lives of our students. However, when students are not using 
phones appropriately, it is our responsibility to ensure that harm to others and interrup  on 
of learning is mi  gated. As a result, I have implemented the rule that for students in years 8 
to 10, all phones will be handed in to teachers at the start of every lesson. Teachers may give 
permission for phones to be used for learning purposes (for example, to take photos of the 
stages of a project). Teachers may also, at their discre  on, ask Year 11 and 12 students to hand 
up their phones. As per our Mobile Phone Policy, students who do not comply with instruc  ons 
regarding phone use, will hand their phones to the Principal. Please feel free to call and discuss 
the policy which can be found on our website.

Student Programs
Book week was a huge success this year, as it has been in previous years. It was my great pleasure 
to sit in on a Book Week session being run by our Child Studies students. They delivered a book 
reading, cra   ac  vi  es and a dance session to an enthusias  c audience. Our Year 10 students 
engaged in their fi rst Work Experience week in local businesses and workplaces. As always, our 
students present themselves and represent the school in an exemplary manner. We welcomed 
Year 7 students from Penola Primary School to our site for four days in week 5. This is part of 
our Transi  on Program and builds on last year’s three day visit when they were Year 6 students. 
Our teachers off er a taste of specialist subjects and the Year 7 students familiarise themselves 
with a secondary school  metable. Our SRC ran an excellent assembly on the Wednesday, 
welcoming the Year 7’s to the Penola High School student body.
We are looking forward to spending more  me with the Year 7 students during future ac  vi  es 
in Term 4.

School Improvement
As previously men  oned, carpet laying occurred during week 6. I was very excited to see thread 
bare carpet removed and new carpet laid throughout the Administra  on block. The pain  ng 
work in the Art room will conclude before the end of term and further work in the Home 
Economics kitchen will commence. We will then be ready for stage 2 which I will keep you 
updated about through the fortnightly newsle  ers.
Kind regards

  Kind regards
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Important Dates

Wednesday 4 September 2019
• Cafe 43 open

Thursday 5 September 2019
• Course Counselling Day
• STEM Prototype Day

Friday 6 September 2019
• Student Free Day

Wednesday 11 September 2019
• Cafe 43 open
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Maths Essentials
Winsley Wighton

The Maths Essen  als students have started a series 
off discussions with community members about how Maths 
is used in various work places. The program began on 
Monday 26 August 2019 with a visit from Brenton Moore 
who shared many important ideas with the students. 
Students were par  cularly interested in learning about 
superannua  on contribu  ons and the GST. Jo O’Connor 
from PPHS will be joining us on Thursday morning.

Year 12 Exhibition
Aimee More    

Year 12 Penola High School students from Art, Design, Metalwork 
and Materials Technology, will be involved in the year 12 
exhibi  on at The Main Corner complex on Friday 9 November 
2019. Students from a number of schools in the area, including 
Grant High School, Mount Gambier High School and Allendale 
East Area School, will be involved in this showcase and opening 
night. On the opening night there will be live music and drama 
performances, with all schools exhibi  ng works across Visual 
Art, Design, Media Installa  ons, Music, Photography, Metalwork 
and Material Technology. Refreshments and canapes will also be 
availble on the night, with the offi  cial opening commencing at 
6:30pm. All families and community members are encouraged 
to a  end. Student works will be on display for a number of days

SAPOL Visit

SAPOL offi  cer Robert Grinter returned to Penola High School 
last week to deliver a program called ‘The Fatal Five’ to Year 
11 students and ‘Ge   ng Home Safe’ to Year 12 students. 
Students were educated about the range of factors that 
contribute to car accidents, and the ac  ons everybody can 
take to prevent injury whilst driving.
These powerful presenta  ons were designed to empower 
young people to make informed choices, and educated 
decisions. The valuable sessions were well-received by 
students.

Community Art Mural
Aimee More   

Penola High School Art students in years 9 & 10 are 
excited to announce to you all, that they have been given 
an excep  onal educa  onal opportunity to plan and paint 
a mural within our community, made possible by Beach 
Energy. This has been providing our students with a real and 
authen  c learning experience, as they are involved in all 
stages of development, from planning, material ordering, 
team work and technical and conceptual skill development. 
Students are currently using the new learning blocks, as this 
now allows for such learning opportuni  es to take place 
within class  me. Students have completed brainstorming 
ideas and artworks around local links and content, which 
includes wine, vineyards, agriculture, na  ve animals 
and plants, all collated into a design that fi ts the space. 
Currently students have washed down the space, primed 
walls and drawn up designs on the walls and are well 
underway in pain  ng stages. This mural space is situated 
at the rear of the new Beach Energy offi  ce and is a going to 
be a great way to showcase our students’ work and skills. 
Once students have completed this mural there will be an 
offi  cial opening of the space, that will allow the community 
to come along and see the students’ hard work and the 
students to receive construc  ve and posi  ve feedback.
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Youth Opportunities

Youth Opportuni  es are now off ering thousands of dollars 
in fi nancial aid scholarships to graduates to support them in 
their future studies. 
Thanks to a partnership with the Adam Sco   Founda  on, 
one Youth Opportuni  es graduate will also receive their 
full university tui  on for free.  Valued at $75,000 and 
off ered annually, the University Scholarship allows them to 
pursue their undergraduate studies at the South Australian 
university of their choice.
Youth Opportuni  es graduates may also apply for a range 
of school based scholarships worth up to $1,500 in the 
form of career guidance, fi nancial assistance, and academic 
support.
Thirty nine students across the state received scholarships 
last semester, which ranged from laptops and photography 
equipment, to ac  ng courses and school supplies.  
The next round of scholarships are now open. Any 
Youth Opportuni  es graduate is welcome to apply, with 
applica  ons closing on Monday 9th September. Visit 
youthopportuni  es.com.au/what-we-do/scholarships/ for 
more informa  on and to apply.
Our School has an ongoing partnership with Youth 
Opportuni  es, furthering our commitment to our students’ 
welfare and development. The Personal Leadership 
Program run by Youth Opportuni  es is off ered to our Year 
10 students and aims to increase students’ resilience and 
wellbeing, as well as promo  ng career planning, achieving 
goals, leadership, and communica  on skills. Graduates 
receive SACE points upon comple  on, and are provided 
with ongoing support throughout high school.

Year 7 Transition
Jane Pryor

Penola High School had the pleasure of hos  ng the Year 7 
students from Penola Primary School for four days last week. 
Their visit provided an opportunity for them to acclima  se 
to our school and experience the learning environment.
They were welcomed by the principal, Ngaire Benfell, on 
Monday morning, and then taken to their classroom based 
in the newly decorated Drama room. Jus  n McDonald, our 
groundsman and classroom support person set the room up 
for them to work in groups and teams. Their usual literacy 
and numeracy lessons were held on Monday and during 
morning sessions on the following days. This allowed Mr 
McDougall to maintain these important rou  nes. 
Over the next three days, staff  from the high school 
engaged students in a variety of diff erent subject areas. 
These included Technical Studies using plas  cs with Mr 
Kno  , and some very energe  c sports ac  vi  es with Miss 
Long and Year 12 student, Sam Gartner. Mrs Jaeschke and 
Year 12 student, Brooke Hutchesson, gave the studnts an 
insight into Home Economics and Health. Mrs More    
provided Visual Arts ac  vi  es to enable students to explore 
their crea  vity skills. Ms Cope introduced wellbeing themes 
in her workshop session. Ms Pryor provided team building 
ac  vi  es using words, numbers, visual images and puzzles 
to test their cri  cal and crea  ve thinking skills.
The SRC held an assembly to welcome the Year 7 students, 
and to celebrate the achievements of our students in a 
variety of ac  vi  es, including sports and compe   ons. 
Visi  ng students enjoyed their own space in the yard, but 
also engaged with the other students from various year 
levels. They returned to Penola Primary School on Friday, 
where they engaged in Book Week ac  vi  es. 
We were delighted to have the students on site, to enable 
us to share our facili  es and begin to get to know them. 
They were a credit to their school and we will certainly look 
forward to other opportuni  es to build rela  onships with 
them in readiness for 2020.

STUDENT FREE DAY
- FRIDAY 6 SEPTEMBER 2019 -

FRIDAY, WEEK 7

National Science Week
Winsley Wighton 

Na  onal Science Week was celebrated last week, and given 
the 50th anniversary of the fi rst moon landing, the theme 
was Des  na  on Moon: more missions, more science. To 
mark the week students were given a list of Australia’s 
history in space ac  vi  es and asked to individually or in a 
group, choose an item of importance and write the reason 
they chose it in 50 words or less.
Congratula  ons to the following students who were 
winners in their year level: Year 8: Tannayah Cranwell and 
Tommy Draper, Year 9: Seth Lear, Year 10: Ella Hutchesson, 
Year 11: Ryan Zerk, Year 12: Jesse Mar  n.

Materials & Services Charge
Vicki McDonald-Burgess

Parents have the op  on of paying the Materials and Services 
charge in full or in instalments by cash, cheque, credit card, 
e  pos or centrepay system. Parents who wish to pay the 
Materials and Services charge and any other school costs, 
eg, camps, either in instalments and/or by direct debit and 
centrepay system please phone Vicki at the school on 8737 
0000 to make the necessary arrangements. The Materials
and Services charge is due and payable by all parents as
soon as possible.
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Child Studies

During Book Week the Year 12 Child Studies students 
organised and ran a session for the McKay Children’s centre 
Kindergarten class as part of their group assignment based 
around Crea  vity with Technology. The Year 12 students 
read books and ran fun ac  vi  es around the Book Week 
theme of “reading is my secret power”.
The Kindergarten class enjoyed singing and dancing with 
the Year 12s and making paper plate seals. The library Smart 
Board was used to make the session more interac  ve for 
kids. The last ac  vity of the session allowed the kindergarten 
kids to create rainbows with milk, food colouring and 
detergent. The session was enjoyed by everyone.

Book Week

The Penola School Community Library was a hive of ac  vity 
last week as Book Week was celebrated. The library hosted 
an array of events with McKay Childrens Centre, Mary 
MacKillop Memorial School and Penola Primary School. 
The week involved arts and cra  s and  story  me. With the 
theme Reading is my Secret Power, it was a delight to see 
children dressed as their favourite characters.

Penangadoo STEM Project
Kathleen Phillips

Last Monday, 19 August, the Penangadoo (Penola High 
School, Nangwarry and Kalangadoo Primary Schools) STEM 
Project met again to work on our STEM project.  The aim 
for the day was to work in our groups and go through the 
data students had been collec  ng since we had met last. 
Once we had gone through the data, students then looked 
at the themes found in the data and using a process called 
hexagonal thinking, they then discussed in their groups 
which were the most important themes. From there 
students worked together to create their ‘How might we’ 
statements to defi ne the problems they would be working 
on.  Students have recently chosen which problem they are 
interested in crea  ng a solu  on for.
Students will be working together on their solu  ons with 
Prototyping Sessions happening on 5 and 29 September at 
Nangwarry Primary School.
Students will be showcasing their solu  ons to parents and 
the wider community on our showcase evening which will 
be held on Tuesday 24 September 2019.
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TERM 3 2019 CALENDAR  
 
 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 
1 

22/07 
 

STUDENT FREE 
DAY 

23/07 
 
 

24/07 
 
 

25/07 26/07 

Week 
2 

29/07 
 

Year 5-8 STEM day (PHS) 
 
 

30/07 
 

Open Basketball 
 
 

31/07 01/08 
 

Maths competition 
 

STEM Immersion day 

02/08 
 

TAFE Try a Trade day 

Week 
3 

05/08 
 

Year 8/9 and Open Netball 
 
 

06/08 
 
 

07/08 
 

Flinders Uni visit 
 

Maths Quiz night 

08/08 
 

Junior debating 

09/08 
 

Senior debating 

Week 
4 

12/08 
 

Year 10 First Aid 
 
 

13/08 
 
 

14/08 15/08 
 
 

16/08 
 
 
 

Week 
5 

19/08 
 

STEM Ideation day 
 

Governing Council meeting 
 

20/08 
 
 

21/08 22/08 
 

SAPOL 
9:00am – Year 11 
11:30am – Year 12 

23/08 

 PENOLA PRIMARY SCHOOL TRANSITION VISIT 
 YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE 
 BOOK WEEK 

Week 
6 

26/08 
 
 

27/08 
 
 

28/08 
 

Café 43 open 
 

Course Counselling night 

29/08 30/08 
 

SRC Quiz Night 

Week 
7 

02/09 03/09 
 
 

04/09 
 

Café 43 open 
 

Year 8 Robotics 

05/09 
 

Course Counselling day 
 

STEM Prototype day 

06/09 
 

STUDENT FREE 
DAY 

 

 

Week 
8 

09/09 10/09 
 
 

11/09 
 

Café 43 open 

12/09 
 
 

13/09 
 
 

Week 
9 

16/09 
 

Governing Council meeting 

17/09 18/09 
 

Café 43 open 

19/09 
 

STEM Expo 
 

Formal 

20/09 

 REPORT WRITING WEEK 

Week 
10 

23/09 
 
 

24/09 25/09 
 

STEM Stakeholders 

26/09 27/09 
 

STEM celebrations 
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MEET THE AUTHOR
Lainie Anderson

The First World War is over and air mechanic Wally 

Shiers has promised to return home to his fiancée, 

Helena Alford. But Wally never reckoned on 

charismatic fighter pilot Ross Smith, and an invitation 

to compete in the world’s most audacious air race.

A £10,000 prize has been offered for the first airmen 

to fly from England to Australia. Smith is banking 

on an open-cockpit Vickers Vimy, a biplane with a 

fuselage that looks ominously like a coffin.

And who can resist a hero? Wally writes to Helena to 

say he won’t be home for another year – and the love 

of his life is left holding her hand-stitched wedding 

dress ...

Using war diaries, letters and Churchill Fellowship 

research from along the race route, Long Flight Home 

recreates one of the most important – and largely 

forgotten – chapters in world aviation history.

Lainie Anderson’s ambitious and moving novel is told 

through her narrator, Wally Shiers. The tale spans the 

decades and crosses the globe, and at his journey’s 

end we’re left peering down from an open cockpit on 

two beacons of truth. There is no heroism without 

honour. There is no legacy without love.

 'This is a wonderful tale, superbly told. And it all happened!’
Peter FitzSimons

Lainie Anderson


