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Principal’s Report
Lesley Okholm

Dear Parents and Caregivers

Last week we held another successful Twilight Tour, run almost 
entirely by our students. This event was initiated some years ago as 
a way to showcase student learning across the school. For this reason, we featured 
learners from all year levels, including some senior Biology and Maths students, as 
well as showcasing Art, Home Economics, Technical Studies, English and the $20 Boss 
progam. This smorgasboard cameoed students of all ages, and the opportunities we 
provide here at Penola High School.
Without realising, this event was a magnet to families looking at having their young 
people attend Penola High School in the future as Year 7s; the amazing turnout was 
testament to this. However, this meant that our showcase did not exactly meet their 
immediate needs. I must apologise for this, and assure you that early next term there 
will be a more focussed event aimed at you and your young people; looking at what and 
how we plan to teach our new group of Year 7s and our other Middle School classes.

Reading Improvement
Recent testing has shown reading skill development and growth 
in our Year 8 students. 75% of students have gained more than 6 
months growth since February, in fact, 4 made 2 years progress 
in this time, 2 increased by 1.5 years and 7 increased by a full 
year! This is phenomenal and will continue to grow, the more 
our young people take to READ.
Well done to all of them for making such progress, and to Judy 
Goodes for the Guided Reading approach she is using, which we 
can attribute to this success.

Governing Council
Our Governing Council meets on Monday 21 June 2021, and is open to any to attend. 
At this meeting we are talking about camps and how often these are appropriate to 
hold, especially considering the financial implications for families. We will also look at 
potential timetables for Years 7-9 and 10-12 for 2022.

Vaping
Vaping is the inhaling of a vapour created by an electronic 
cigarette (e-cigarette), or other vaping device. E-cigarettes 
are battery-powered smoking devices that have cartridges 
filled with a liquid that usually contains nicotine, flavourings 
and chemicals. The liquid is heated into a vapour, which 
the person inhales - that is why using e-ciagrettes is called 
‘vaping’.

Vaping, seems to most, to be a lesser evil than smoking or using drugs. However, vaping 
hasn’t been around long enough for us to know how it affects the body over time. 
Health experts are reporting serous lung damage in people who vape, including some 
deaths. Vaping puts nicotine into the body, and as nicotine is highly addictive, it can:
• slow brain development in kids and teens, and affect memory, concentration, 

learning, self-control, attention and mood.
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• increase the risk of othery types of addiction as adults.
• irritate the lungs.
• cause serious lung damage and even death.
• lead to smoking cigarettes and other forms of tobacco use.
It is an offence to:
• sell or supply e-cigarettes products to a person under the age of 18 years;
• use e-cigarettes in public places that are currently smoke-free under the law, including, in a motor vehicle if a child 

under the age of 16 years is present.
Of late, we are hearing of, and noticing, more and more students from Year 8 upwards who are using these. In fact, on 
some occasions, we have been alerted to students using them at school, often by hiding in the toilets to do so. As a school, 
we will act swiftly if we have evidence of this occurring on the school grounds, and students will be internally suspended 
for a minimum of half a day. If we identify any student as the source of vapes, by giving, sharing or selling to others, we 
will notify the police immediately. I am certain all parents/caregivers will support us in these actions, aimed at keeping 
our young people safe and healthy. The website below may be useful to better understand vaping.

https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-08-28/selling-vaping-to-teenagers-at-epidemic-levels/11452036

Uniforms in Term 3
School culture and how others see our school and make decisions about where to send their young people, begins with 
how we look. While we have worked on langauge, mobile phones and belonging, early in the year, it is time to re-establish 
our expectations on school uniform.
I have been forewarning students since the middle of the term, however, next term our expectations are:
1. ALL students (unless choosing to wear the school skirt) will have navy blue bottoms, eg trackpants (with no large 

logos), shorts, pants, or leggings (These are all available very cheaply from places like Kmart, Cotton On and Big W).
2. ALL students must wear a school top, be it a polo, jumper or jacket.
3. Students may wear a dark coloured top under their top until new uniform options come in.
We are aware that students are keen to have a hoodie as part of our uniform. This will occur, but not during this year. 
Governing Council will need to approve changes and additions before this can occur, therefore, students will need to wear 
current options until this time (likely around Term 2, 2022).
Hats and caps can be worn, but must be navy blue or be an official Penola High School cap.
Home Group teachers will monitor uniform and issue warnings, in the first instance, to students with incorrect attire. If 
continued instances of non-school uniform occurs, break times will be spent doing community service. 

Mobile Phone Policy success
Thank you to families and students for taking the new policy around mobile phones seriously 
since its inception. We have enabled Spotify in the school to support students who ‘need’ music 
to work.
I can quite categorically say that the impact on learning, by removing phones as distractions, 
has been enormous. Use of school iPads for photographing work, has become a norm. Students 
bringing their phones to the office if they urgently need to use them, has also been successful. 

In class, students are more on task and the incidence of ‘messages’ which constitute bullying have dropped dramatically.
On the whole, 95% of students are abiding by the rules. We are well aware that there are some students still using phones 
on occasions during breaks, and others to listen to music. We have given some warnings, and asked parents to pick up 
phones for multiple breaches. So once again, thank you and well done!

      Kind regards
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Outdoor Education
Tara Millard

Outdoor Education provides opportunities to develop 
positive relationships with the environment, others and 
ourselves through interaction with the natural world. 
The Year 11 Outdoor Education class travelled to Kuitpo 
Forest, in the Adelaide Hills, to spend 3 days bushwalking. 
The group were required to be semi self-reliant, working 
together to complete a challenging 25km walk in 
undesirable conditions.  A severe weather warning was 
issued, with thunderstorms and heavy rain being forecast 
making everyone’s nerves very high. Throughout the entire 
camp, students were required to navigate their own way 
to each destination, using a map. This tested the groups’ 
skill level, cooperation, and patience. This was also the first 
time that many students had to carry all the equipment 
they needed in rucksacks; and packing and carrying 
them was a challenge in itself. The group also found the 
hilly, slippery, and unstable terrain to be difficult to walk 
on, especially whilst bearing the weight of the rucksacks. 
Despite encountering various challenges, the students who 
attended this camp had lots of fun spending time outdoors 
as a group, whilst developing resilience, perseverance and 
a growth mindset.

Uni SA Pathways
Kathleen Phillips

I recently attended the Regional Career Advisor Information 
Session at the Uni SA Mount Gambier Campus. The focus 
was on new courses being held there and the pathways 
into university courses at Uni SA. Currently Uni SA offers 
course in Business, Nursing, Midwifery, Social Work and 
Education. Their Education Degrees have focused around 
Early Childhood and Primary and this year they are offering 
Secondary Education with a Maths/Digital Technologies 
focus.
Uni SA also offer other pathways to get into university 
degrees. While students following an academic pathway 
may be focused on receiving an ATAR, if for some reason it 
doesn’t happen, there are other ways around it. Uni SA offer 
a 1 year  Foundation Studies course which helps prepare 
students for life at uni, study skills and referencing. This 
course is fee free and students can apply to Uni SA for the 
degree of their choice upon completion. Diplomas are a 2 
year course, the first year is the foundation studies and the 
second year is the first year of an undergrad course in either 
the Arts, Business, Health, Construction, Engineering, IT, 
Science and Environment. Once completed they graduate 
with a diploma and continue with the second year of the 
bachelor degree they were studying.  The last option is for 
students who identify as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander, 
and it’s the Aboriginal Pathway Program. This course is 18 
months in length and is based on the foundation studies 
course. On completion they can apply for degrees.
While this year is a huge change for our Year 12 students, 
there are pathways for what they want to achieve, and the 
more information both students and parents have on these 
the better. For more information go to the Uni SA webpage.

Transition
Olivia Jaeschke

Thank you to Josh Pearce and the Year 6 Penola Primary 
School students who visited for 2 days last week, as part of 
transition to high school. Our Year 10 peer support leaders 
organised tours and activities, including visiting our mini 
goats in Agriculture. Students also enjoyed the subjects of 
Art, Tech, Science and Physical Education.
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Dear parents, guardians and carers 

Re: Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School Students with Disability (NCCD) 

Every year, all schools in Australia participate in the Nationally Consistent Collection of Data on School 
Students with Disability (NCCD). The NCCD process requires schools to identify information already 
available in the school about supports provided to students with disability. These relate to legislative 
requirements under the Disability Discrimination Act 1992 and the Disability Standards for Education 2005, in 
line with the NCCD guidelines (2019).  

Information provided about students to the Australian Government for the NCCD includes: 
 year of schooling 
 category of disability: physical, cognitive, sensory or social/emotional 
 level of adjustment provided: support provided within quality differentiated teaching practice, 

supplementary, substantial or extensive. 

This information assists schools to: 
 formally recognise the supports and adjustments provided to students with disability in schools  
 consider how they can strengthen the support of students with disability in schools 
 develop shared practices so that they can review their learning programs in order to improve educational 

outcomes for students with disability. 

The NCCD provides state and federal governments with the information they need to plan more broadly for 
the support of students with disability. 

The NCCD will have no direct impact on your child and your child will not be involved in any testing process. 
The school will provide data to the Australian Government in such a way that no individual student will be 
able to be identified – the privacy and confidentiality of all students is ensured. All information is protected by 
privacy laws that regulate the collection, storage and disclosure of personal information. To find out more 
about these matters, please refer to the Australian Government’s Privacy Policy 
(https://www.education.gov.au/privacy-policy). 

Further information about the NCCD can be found on the NCCD Portal (https://www.nccd.edu.au). 

If you have any questions about the NCCD, please contact the school.  

Kind regards 

 
Principal 


