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Principal’s Report
Ngaire Benfell

Dear Parents and Caregivers

What an amazing start to 2019. We welcomed 32 Year 8 students and 
3 other new students to the school at our Day One assembly. We also 
introduced fi ve new staff  members; Jane Pryor is our new Middle School/Student Voice 
Coordinator, Jessie Cope is our new Well-being/Learning Improvement Coordinator, 
Aimee More    joins us as the new Art teacher, Kate Jones is our new English teacher 
and Milan Pavlovic joins Penola High School as our new Science teacher.

For the second  me, all of our students began the year in a two-day Alterna  ve Program. 
The purpose of the program is to build rela  onships and set expecta  ons, goals and 
strategies for achieving success. We collect feedback from the students in order to 
improve the programs and this year their feedback tells us that the adjustments we 
made in response to last year’s feedback resulted in two very successful programs. 

On Tuesday and Wednesday of Week 4 this term, we will be involved in an external 
school review, with a Department for Educa  on review panel. The purpose of external 
school reviews is to support us to raise achievement levels. All government schools are 
reviewed every three years. During the external school review period, some students, 
parents, Governing Council members and staff  will be asked to provide informa  on 
to the panel in a number of ways, including interviews, group discussions, visits to 
classrooms and mee  ngs. If you do not want your child to par  cipate, or would like 
further informa  on, please call Sarah on 8737 0000.

It is wonderful to see parents and caregivers suppor  ng school events such as the 
swimming carnival last Friday and the Family BBQ and informa  on evening on 
Wednesday night. Students need our full support to reach their poten  al and beyond. 
We believe that the partnership between us is what makes a good school great and 
look forward to your con  nued par  cipa  on and involvement in 2019.

   Kind regards
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Important Dates
Mon 11 Feb-Wed 13 Feb 2019
• Year 8 Camp

Friday 15 February 2019
• Interschool Swimming

Monday 18 February 2019
• Governing Council Mee  ng

Monday 25 February 2019
• PHS Athle  cs Trials

Wednesday 27 February 2019
• 1500m

Thursday 28 February 2019
• PHS Athle  cs Carnival

Tues 5 Mar-Fri 8 Mar 2019
• Year 11/12 PE Camp

NEW PHS STAFF: Kate Jones, Jessie Cope, Milan Pavlovic, Jane Pryor, Aimee More   
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Bush ire Season
Louise Clay ield

Bushfi re season is upon us.  The school has a detailed plan where 
each staff  member has specifi c roles to undertake to ensure each 
person on site is safe.  There will be a drill soon to make sure that 
we are all well versed in these responsibili  es.
Important things for families to know:
• On days declared as “Catastrophic” our school will be open, 

but there will be no buses opera  ng.
• Total Fire Ban days will be publicised to all students via signs 

in all classrooms and entrances.
• Total Fire Bans may result in excursions being cancelled as a 

result of a risk assessment.
• In the case of a local fi re, students may be kept at school 

a  er the usual dismissal  me, on advice from CFS and Police.
• If specifi c school bus routes or local roads are impacted 

upon or threatened by fi re, staff  will make arrangements 
to supervise the aff ected students un  l Emergency Services 
report that the situa  on is safe to release them from the site.

• School buses will not leave the site unless a clear direc  ve 
is given to the Principal by DECD School Care, SAPOL or CFS 
Incident Management that indicates bus routes are safe to 
travel.  If a bush fi re prevents school buses leaving the site 
the Principal, Deputy Principal and teachers will supervise 
students remaining on site un  l parents collect them.

2019 Stage 2 Results
Jason Plunkett

Year 12 Students at Penola High School had another strong 
showing in 2018. The school’s top ATAR (Australian Ter  ary 
Admission Ranking) was achieved by Gorgia Robbie with a 
score of 94.20. Gorgia received an A for all 5 subjects that she 
completed.
Gorgia and Joe French, who achieved the second highest ATAR 
with 87.0 a  ended the school at the end of 2018 to discuss their 
results with Jason Plunke   and Mike Hentschke, their Year 12 
Coordinator.
Georgia said “I could not have been as successful as I have been 
this year without all the support I received from my family, 
they believed in my ability all year. I would also like to thank my 
teachers throughout all my schooling, as they have pushed me to 
strive for success and work hard – especially this year. I could not 
be happier to see the hard work paying off .”
Gorgia is currently taking a gap year, working for Graymac 
Solu  ons. She was considering studying Primary School teaching 
in 2020, however, she is now exploring her range of op  ons.
Joe had a similar opinion “Overall I couldn’t be happier with my 
result. As always Year 12 is a challenging year for students and 
I couldn’t have achieved the level of success I did without the 
support from both my teachers and family”.
Research Project con  nues to have strong results at the school 
with a 100% success rate, with English also having very strong 
results this year. 
Deputy Principal Jason Plunke   said “The Year 12 results were 
strong across the board, with all students achieving passing 
grades for Stage 2 subjects. 27% of students achieved an A 
grade. This is a refl ec  on of the hard work both the teachers 
and students have put into being successful in 2018. We wish 
all students the best for the future be it a voca  onal pathway or 
ter  ary studies.”

Penola High School Governing Council AGM
Monday 18 February 7.00pm 

in the Penola Community Library

The Penola High School Governing Council currently comprises 
15 members

 - School Principal
 - Staff  Representa  ve (as voted by school staff )
 - 11 elected parents
 - 2 co-opted members from the Penola High School staff   
  (fi nance and curriculum purposes)

From the required membership of 11 elected parents we have 5 
vacancies to be fi lled at this year’s AGM.  Are you interested in 
joining the school Governing Council?  As an ac  ve member of 
Council you will be involved in the decision making processes of 
the school as well as suppor  ng your child during their  me at 
Penola High School. Council meets, on average, 8  mes during 
the school year.  The support given to the school community by 
parents is greatly appreciated and plays an integral part in the 
day to day running of the school.

PENOLA HIGH SCHOOL GOVERNING COUNCIL NOMINATION SLIP

Nominator _________________________________________

Nominee___________________________________________

Signed_____________________________________________

Acceptance Signature_________________________________

This nomina  on slip can either be returned to the Penola High School 
Front Offi  ce via your child, or you may phone your nomina  on through 
by Friday 15 February 2019.
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Week 1

The Orienta  on Program for 2019 clearly demonstrated a 
focused team eff ort by staff  and students. Our school places 
great importance on building rela  onships and team work to 
enable students to feel valued in all aspects of their schooling.
The fi rst day back at school involved students in Years 8-10 
working in their Home Groups, addressing administra  on 
processes, as well as some ‘ge   ng to know you’ ac  vi  es. The 
year levels worked independently during the day, but moved 
towards common goals. Students were encouraged to exercise 
their ‘student voices’ to develop class expecta  ons, to assist in 
developing safe and produc  ve study environments.

The Year 8 cohort worked on a goal se   ng session called 
‘Moving Up’. This provided some quite challenging ques  ons for 
them to address in order to look at their need for short term 
and long-term planning. The Year 9 and 10 groups interspersed 
‘’ge   ng to know you’ ac  vi  es with more serious administra  on 
requirements.

On Wednesday the programs were designed for more 
collabora  on between year levels. The boys walked to Greenrise 
for their ‘Walk and Talk’ Program and to enjoy the open spaces. 
In pairs the students discussed their holidays as they walked to the 
IGA. The focus for their day revolved around ‘Success at School’. 
They shared conversa  ons about their strengths and areas for 
development, reaching their poten  al, and more specifi c topics 
related to success such as resilience, discipline, confi dence, 
mo  va  on and persistence. Other issues that were touched on 
included the impact of behaviour on success, and suppor  ng 
each other in the school environment. There was also  me for 
kicking the football, some brain teasers and some short stories 
to contemplate the impact of work integrity and managing anger. 
Some brainteasers broke up the walk back before having lunch in 
the park.

On Wednesday our girls joined together in a variety of ac  vi  es 
that proved to be most enjoyable. They engaged in three sessions 
of the Shine program where gender issues and expecta  ons 
were the focus. They were involved in a prac  cal session of yoga 
enabling them to focus and contemplate their thoughts and 
ac  ons. They found the prepara  on of food for their ‘’High Tea’ 
held in the Café, to be par  cularly enjoyable. This was a great 
way for them to work collabora  vely and bond as a group. The 
a  ernoon ac  vity involved small groups designing and crea  ng 
garments fashioned out of newspaper. Each group was given 
a diff erent focus for their garments and this proved to be very 
challenging. A fashion parade was the culmina  on of some hard 
work, lots of decision-making and of course, communica  ons, 
but most importantly, a lot of fun.
Lessons commenced on Thursday, where students se  led into 
their classes with ease, having spent the previous two days 
establishing connec  ons within their year level cohorts and the 
wider Middle School community. 

On Tuesday, Year 11 and 12 students and those engaged in the 
FLO program travelled to Beachport along with our new Year 

11 Home group teacher, Kate Jones, and teachers Chloe Long, 
Mike Hentschke, Dave Vannini and Winsley Wighton. Following 
house mee  ngs and a ‘Se   ng Up for Success’ session at school, 
everyone embarked for Beachport. A  er se   ng up camp, 
students par  cipated in a scavenger hunt around the town before 
relaxing at the camp site or visi  ng the front beach for a swim. 
Tea was prepared by barbecue maestro, Mike Hentschke, and 
was followed by a trip to the Bowls Club. Here, students focused 
on a  me management ac  vity where they iden  fi ed those 
things or people which are most important to them. A refl ec  on 
ac  vity where students responded to items showing their PHS 
journey to date and a le  er from a teacher was undertaken, with 
some students working by torch light as the dusk descended. A 
quick game of ‘Mafi a’ followed before bed.

Day 2 began with another of ‘Mike’s Marvellous Meals’ and 
then it was on to an hour of yoga. The students’ behavior 
throughout the camp was of a consistently high standard, but 
their involvement in the yoga program was exemplary. This 
ac  vity le   everyone thoroughly stretched and wonderfully 
relaxed. Following morning tea, students par  cipated in three 
separate challenges organised by staff  before purchasing lunch 
and heading home.
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PHS Swimming Carnival
Chloe Long

On Friday 1 February, the three Penola High School Houses once 
again ba  led it out in the annual Interhouse Swimming Carnival. 
Condi  ons were nice and warm, with many supporters turning 
out to cheer on the sidelines. 2019 brought a fantas  c year of 
swimming, with the high numbers of students par  cipa  ng 
accompanied by strong swimmers in every age group, making 
for some fantas  c fi nishes. The team scores were close all day, 
with Torilla and Moyanga fi gh  ng it out to be crowned Swimming 
Carnival champions.

The Under 14s age group is always the most interes  ng to watch 
as this is the fi rst  me the Year 8s get to show off  their spor  ng 
talents. Olivia Berkin had a great day in the pool, showing a lot 
of our seniors up and taking out Under 14s Champion, with 
Jessica Gerritsen not far behind her as Runner Up. A highlight 
in the Under 14s came from Jemma Mooney who competed in 
every single event the House Captains asked, even if it was out 
of her age group. The Under 14 boys also had a strong age group 
with Lochy Neale taking out Champion on a count back over Rhys 
Fiebiger. 
Amelia Henry and Breanna Lythgo showed off  their swimming 
talent becoming combined Under 15 Girls Champions. Skye 
Peterson also had a cracker of a day taking out the Runner Up 
Under 15 Girls champion trophy.

Aaron Zerk and Jake Klemm had a strong ba  le all day with Jake 
coming away with the Under 15 Boys trophy and Aaron Runner 
Up. Ella Hutchesson con  nued her good form from last year 
to take out the Under 16 Girls with Indi Venables close behind 
as Runner Up. Joel Virtanen and Tom Skeer stepped up their 
swimming this year, Joel taking out the Under 16 Boys trophy 
with Tom coming Runner Up.

Brooke Hutchesson was crowned Open Girls Champion a  er 
another stellar day in the pool and Kasey Morton showed that 
par  cipa  on counts earning herself the Runner Up Champion. 
Ryan Zerk performed strongly to be the Open Boys winner with 
Jack Kain as Runner Up.

The House Captains did excep  onally well in organising their 
teams and making sure all the events were fi lled throughout the 
day. Their moral support and enthusiasm on the side lines proved 
to be eff ec  ve in ge   ng their compe  tors to the fi nish line. It 
was great to see all House members contribute to their team’s 
success both in entering events and encouraging and suppor  ng 
fellow House members.  At the end of the day the results were 
very close, however Moyanga proved too strong, winning the 
day for the fi rst  me since 2011.

“We weren’t expec  ng that. Thank you to my team that went 
into all the races. I would like to thank the parents for their 
support” – Jesse Mar  n, Moyanga House Captain 

“It was a real team eff ort, with li  le numbers it took every one in 
the team to step up and par  cipate for us to get this win.” – Jess 
Lucas Moyanga House Captain.

Individual Age Group Winners

U14   Male    Female  
Winner  Lochy Neale  Olivia Berkin
Runner Up  Rhys Fiebiger  Jessica Gerritsen

U15   Male    Female
Winner   Jake Klemm  Breanna Lythgo
     & Amelia Henry
Runner Up  Aaron Zerk  Skye Peterson 

U16   Male    Female
Winner   Joel Virtanen  Ella Hutchesson
Runner Up  Tom Skeer  Indi Venables

Open   Male   Female
Winner  Ryan Zerk  Brooke Hutchesson
Runner Up Jack Kain  Kasey Morton

Final House Results

Moyanga 230.5
Torilla  210.5
Yalluminga 185

Have Your Say!

If you are using the government school bus service or you have an 
opinion about how the services work, then you will be interested 
in the review of regional South Australian government school 
bus services.

This review is looking at what op  ons and implica  ons there are 
for providing all students, regardless of whether they a  end a 
government school or non-government school, a place on the 
school bus and for the bus to start making stops outside its normal 
route. The review is also looking at how moving the responsibility 
for school buses from the Department for Educa  on to the 
Department for Planning, Transport and Infrastructure might 
make services more effi  cient, and how buses could be available 
for community use.

Have your say by providing your comments through the YourSAY 
website. You can make comments from 21 January 2019 to 15 
February 2019. 

Help shape the future of this important regional service which 
currently transports more than 14,600 students across more 
than 430 school bus routes across regional South Australia.

Student Absence SMS (only)
No  fi ca  on number:

0400 134 993
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Materials & Services Charge & School Card

Families who were eligible for School Card in 2018 MUST re-apply for School Card in 2019
Applica  on forms are available from the school or apply online. If you have children a  ending diff erent schools (ie secondary and/or 
primary), a separate applica  on form must be completed for those a  ending secondary school and those a  ending primary school. 
We encourage all parents to review their fi nancial circumstances carefully to see if their students’ educa  on costs can be fi nanced in 
this manner. Please note that those students in receipt of School Card will have the School Materials & Services charge automa  cally 
deducted.
Payment of Materials & Services Charge. Parents have the op  on of paying the Materials and Services charge in full or in instalments 
by cash, cheque, credit card, e  pos, direct credit or centrepay system. Parents who wish to pay the Materials and Services charge 
and any other school costs, ie camps, either in instalments and/or by direct credit and centrepay system, please phone Vicki at the 
school on 87370000 to make the necessary arrangements. The Materials and Services charge is due and payable by all parents as 
soon as possible.

SCHOOL CARD 2019 
Income limits for applications lodged in 2019 – based on the family's gross income in 2017/2018. 

 
Eligibility income limits for a student attending a government school 

               Number of  Gross annual School Gross weekly School 

        dependent children    Card income limit   Card income limit 

 1 child   $59,432   $1,143   

 2 children   $60,493   $1,164   

 3 children  $61,554   $1,185   

 4 children   $62,215   $1,206   

 5 children   $63,676   $1,227   

       More than five children   Add $1,033 for each dependent child        Add $20 for each dependent child   

 

APPLICATION TYPES/FORMS - There are various types of School Card application forms 

 
Form A – Income Audit (low income families) 

Form B – Hardship/Change of circumstances or self-employed 

Form F – Informal and formal care agreement 

Form M – Migrants and New Arrivals 

Form S – Adult re-entry students on low income 

Form V - Veterans 

Form Y – Students living away from home and receiving Youth Allowance or Disability Support 

 

If you require an application form please contact Vicki at the school on 8737 0000.  
 
 
For further information please go to 
 https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme 
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PENOLA HIGH SCHOOL STAFF 2019
 
NGAIRE BENFELL 
Principal 
 
ALI BOND  
Library Support Officer 
 
JAMES BRADDY  
Network Manager 
IT Support Officer  
ICT 
Sentral 
 
LOUISE CLAYFIELD  
Student Information Manager 
EDSAS/Sentral/Schools Online 
Student Reports 
Buses 
 
JESSIE COPE  
Student Wellbeing and Learning Improvement 
Coordinator Learning Support 
Attendance/Absences 
FLO 
PLP 
 
MICHAEL HENTSCHKE 
Maths and Physics Teacher 
 
KAREN JACKMAN  
Library Support Officer 
 
OLIVIA JAESCHKE 
Year 9 Year Level Organiser 
Home Economics and Hospitality Teacher 
Health and Child Studies Teacher 
 
KATE JONES 
English Teacher 
 
KEVIN KNOTT 
Design & Technology Teacher 
HASS 
 
CHLOE LONG 
Year 12 Year Level Organiser 
Interschool Sports Manager 
Physical Education, Outdoor Ed & HASS Teacher 
 
JAN MARCUS  
Library Support Officer 
 
JUSTIN MCDONALD 
Groundsperson 
 
VICKI MCDONALD-BURGESS  
Finance Officer 
 
AIMEE MORETTI 
Art Teacher 
 

 
MILAN PAVLOVIC 
Science and Biology Teacher 
 
KATHLEEN PHILLIPS 
Year 10 Year Level Organiser 
HASS, IPP, Japanese 
and Research Project Teacher 
 
JASON PLUNKETT 
Deputy Principal 
Student Management 
SACE Manager 
Maths, IT Teacher, Outdoor Education 
Buses 
Enrolments 
Reliefs 
Fire Warden 
Open Access 
 
JANE PRYOR 
Year 8 Year Level Organiser 
Coordinator: Middle School & Student Voice 
Continuity of Learning Coordinator 
Drama Teacher 
 
JO SKEER  
Student Support Officer 
 
GEOFF STEPHENS 
Instrumental Music 
 
SILVANA STEPHENS  
Laboratory Technician 
WHS Representative 
 
HEATHER STONE 
Library Support Officer 
 
DAVE VANNINI 
Student Support Officer 
FLO Case Manager 
 
SARAH WALKER  
Receptionist 
Publicity Liaison 
Transition 
 
WINSLEY WIGHTON  
Year 11 Year Level Organiser 
Maths, Science and Chemistry Teacher 
Student Awards 
Presentation Night Coordinator 
 
MIRIAM WILLIAMS 
Teacher Librarian 
HASS Teacher 
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TERM 1 2019 CALENDAR 
 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 
1 

28/01 

 
AUSTRALIA DAY 

HOLIDAY 

29/01 
 
 

30/01 
 
 

31/01 01/02 
 

PHS INTERSCHOOL 
SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

Week 
2 

04/02 
 
 

05/02 
 
 

06/02 
 

School Photos 
 

FAMILY BBQ 

07/02 
 

OPEN BOYS & GIRLS CRICKET 

08/02 

Week 
3 

11/02 
 
 

12/02 
 
 

13/02 14/02 15/02 
 

INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING 

 YEAR 8 CAMP   

Week 
4 

18/02 
 
 

19/02 
 
 

20/02 21/02 
 
 

22/02 

Week 
5 

25/02 
 

PHS INTERSCHOOL 
ATHLETICS TRIALS 

 
 

26/02 
 
 
 
 

27/02 
 

1500M 
 

28/02 
 

PHS INTERSCHOOL 
ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

01/03 

Week 
6 

04/03 
 
 

05/03 
 
 

06/03 07/03 08/03 

  YEAR 11/12 CAMP 

Week 
7 

11/03 

 
ADELAIDE CUP 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

12/03 
 

STUDENT FREE 
DAY 

13/03 14/03 15/03 

Week 
8 

18/03 
 
 

19/03 
 
 

20/03 
 

INTERSCHOOL ATHLETICS 
CARNIVAL 

21/03 
 
 

22/03 
 

CLAY TARGET 
SHOOTING 

Week 
9 

25/03 
 
 

26/03 27/03 28/03 29/03 

  OUTDOOR EDUCATION CAMP 

Week 
10 

01/04 02/04 03/04 04/04 05/04 

Week 
11 

08/04 
 

ADELAIDE ATHLETICS 
 
 

09/04 
 
 

10/04 11/04 12/04 
 

Last Day of Term 1 
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