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Principal’s Report
Ngaire Benfell

Dear Parents and Caregivers

Na  onal Indigenous Literacy Day
On Wednesday 4 September 2019, Na  onal Indigenous Literacy Day, all 
Year 8 students listened to Aunty Michelle Jaquelin-Furr talk about the importance of closing 
the gap in Indigenous literacy and the work of the Indigenous Literacy Founda  on in remote 
communi  es. Did you know more than 60% of Aboriginal adults indicate they have only very 
basic levels of literacy, and would struggle to write or read a sentence? A parent’s literacy plays 
a key role in the early years of a child. Aunty Michelle read some parts of her book “Annie’s 
Story” and we all learnt a great deal about Aboriginal perspec  ves in the early history of Penola. 
We learnt a few words of the Boandik language (Bunganditj). Students prac  sed gree  ng each 
other – ‘martu karu’ and saying goodbye – ‘wuwu’. We are lucky to have worked with Aunty 
Michelle for the last three years and excited to explore a possible wri  ng workshop with her in 
Term 4.

Student Free Day
On Friday 6 September, Penola High School teachers and Sam McDougall from Penola Primary 
School worked with Karla Pobke and Tisha Beasley from the Australian Science and Maths 
School. The intended outcomes from the day were to increase our knowledge and understanding 
of learning, and to plan an integrated learning unit in teams of subject teachers. Our plan is 
for some of the units of learning to be taught next term. Our purpose in exploring integrated 
models of learning is to develop a strong model of learning and transi  on for Year 7 students on 
our site in 2022. We are beginning with developing teacher exper  se and are very excited to be 
working with Sam in developing our model. Tisha and Karla are looking forward to con  nuing 
the work with us and complimented the staff  group on their passion and enthusiasm.

School Improvement – Facili  es
The new carpet has really li  ed the foyer and Administra  on block and  es together all the 
bits and pieces of improvement that have occurred over the years.  The pain  ng work in the 
Art room is fi nished and new cupboards have been installed. Mrs More    and her Art students 
are moving back in! On Thursday this week, Vicki and I are mee  ng with a representa  ve from 
Asset Services and several architects to discuss the possibili  es for spending the remaining 
funds. I will keep you updated about this through the fortnightly newsle  ers.

School Improvement – Teaching and Learning
NAPLAN results have been received by schools and we are informed that paper copies for 
parents will be distributed in mid-September. I have begun talking to Year 9 students about their 
results and making comparisons to their Year 7 results to determine growth. Some students 
have made signifi cant growth while others have remained at medium to low growth. This 
growth data is very important to us as it demonstrates to a degree, the impact we have made 
as teachers, since Year 7 tes  ng. At Penola High School we are developing teacher exper  se so 
that every student can achieve high growth and at the least, 12 months growth for 12 months 
learning.

  Kind regards
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Monday 16 September 2019
• Governing Council Mee  ng

Wednesday 18 September 2019
• Cafe 43 open

Thursday 19 September 2019
• PHS Formal
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• Last Day of Term 3
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Maths Essentials
Winsley Wighton

The Maths Essen  als students have 
started a series of discussions with 
various community members about 
how Maths is used in work places. 
The program began on Monday 26 
August with a visit from Brenton 
Moore who shared many important 
ideas with the students. Students 
were par  cularly interested in 

learning about superannua  on contribu  ons and the GST. 
Brenton was followed by real estate guru, Jo O’Connor 
who explained many of the roles she undertakes and 
demonstrated the way in which commission is calculated. 
In week 7, students visited the IGA where Shane McPherson 
talked to them, explaining how important Maths is in his 
business and how the GST and freight costs impact on it.  
Vintage Café was the venue for the students’ second foray 
into the community. Here, Carol Marcus explained how she 
adjusts recipes to meet the number of people she needs 
to serve and provided the students with complimentary 
scones, jam and cream. A deligh  ul way to further learning! 
John Tregenza will fi nish the presenta  ons when he visits on 
16 September. We greatly appreciate the willingness with 
which community members have embraced this program 
and given their  me and exper  se.

Gov Hack
Jason Plunke  

GovHack is a Government 
compe   on that looks at 
freely available data sets on 
the internet and challenges 
the par  cipants to use 
these in a crea  ve way. Seth 
Lear returned to GovHack 
for his second year this 
year accompanied by Ben 
Hutchesson and Lachlan 
Summers.

The Penola team explored a variety of data sets around 
public transport and prototyped a phone applica  on that 
would iden  fy their nearest public transport and provide 
details on the next service and any delays that may occur.
The compe   on runs on three levels, local, state and 
interna  onal with the local winners set to be announced 
in the next few weeks. In all there were nine youth (under 
18) entries and four adult entries from 40 par  cipants in 
Mount Gambier at the new loca  on of eNVIsion Limestone 
Coast in the local compe   on’s 6th year. This year marked 
the 10-year anniversary for the broader compe   on. We 
wish the boys luck as their entry is assessed.

Cooking Equipment for Students
Jason Plunke  

During the year we have provided students with the 
opportunity to heat up lunches at school. This has been 
diffi  cult to maintain, and as we move into the warmer 
months we changing the way the system operates.  
Beginning in term 4, students will be able to heat meals on 
Fridays only. Senior students will not be aff ected and will 
con  nue to be able to access facili  es in the common room.

Lainie Anderson Visit
Miriam Williams

Penola School Community Library was thrilled to host 
journalist and author, Lainie Anderson, last Thursday.
Lainie gave an interes  ng and informa  ve talk about her 
newly released book Long Flight Home, an historical novel 
based on the 1919 Great Air Race, the world’s fi rst fl ight 
from England to Australia.
This year marks the centenary of the fl ight. As an 
achievement, it was akin to man landing on the moon. 
Lainie calls Long Flight Home ‘a boys’ own adventure for 
girls’. Narrated by real-life crew member Wally Shiers, it’s 
a true story about Australians taking on the world and 
winning.
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TERM 3 2019 CALENDAR  
 
 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 
1 

22/07 
 

STUDENT FREE 
DAY 

23/07 
 
 

24/07 
 
 

25/07 26/07 

Week 
2 

29/07 
 

Year 5-8 STEM day (PHS) 
 
 

30/07 
 

Open Basketball 
 
 

31/07 01/08 
 

Maths competition 
 

STEM Immersion day 

02/08 
 

TAFE Try a Trade day 

Week 
3 

05/08 
 

Year 8/9 and Open Netball 
 
 

06/08 
 
 

07/08 
 

Flinders Uni visit 
 

Maths Quiz night 

08/08 
 

Junior debating 

09/08 
 

Senior debating 

Week 
4 

12/08 
 

Year 10 First Aid 
 
 

13/08 
 
 

14/08 15/08 
 
 

16/08 
 
 
 

Week 
5 

19/08 
 

STEM Ideation day 
 

Governing Council meeting 
 

20/08 
 
 

21/08 22/08 
 

SAPOL 
9:00am – Year 11 
11:30am – Year 12 

23/08 

 PENOLA PRIMARY SCHOOL TRANSITION VISIT 
 YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE 
 BOOK WEEK 

Week 
6 

26/08 
 
 

27/08 
 
 

28/08 
 

Café 43 open 
 

Course Counselling night 

29/08 30/08 
 

SRC Quiz Night 

Week 
7 

02/09 03/09 
 
 

04/09 
 

Café 43 open 
 

Year 8 Robotics 

05/09 
 

Course Counselling day 
 

STEM Prototype day 

06/09 
 

STUDENT FREE 
DAY 

 

 

Week 
8 

09/09 10/09 
 
 

11/09 
 

Café 43 open 

12/09 
 
 

13/09 
 
 

Week 
9 

16/09 
 

Governing Council meeting 

17/09 18/09 
 

Café 43 open 

19/09 
 

STEM Expo 
 

Formal 

20/09 

 REPORT WRITING WEEK 

Week 
10 

23/09 
 
 

24/09 25/09 
 

STEM Stakeholders 

26/09 27/09 
 

STEM celebrations 
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A A T 

BBQ  STALLS  MERCHANDISE  REFRESHMENTS 

 HEAPS MORE  

PINK UP PENOLA AND BENDIGO BANK PROUDLY 
PRESENTS THE 

TO BOOK YOUR STALL AND PROMOTE YOUR WARES AT THE EVENT 
PLEASE PHONE mardi currie 0419 861 789 

TO BOOK TICKETS, PLEASE VISIT FACEBOOK 
Pink Up Penola & Bendigo Bank Colour Run 
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Wk1

Joanna Fincham

E A C H  T U E S D A Y  I N  O C T O B E R !
6 : 3 0 A M  A T  M A R Y  M A C K I L L O P  S C H O O L

Maryjane Robertson

Wk2

Wk3

Laura Earl

Wk4

Eloise Zanoni

Wk5

Emily Marchant


