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Principal’s Report
Ngaire Benfell

Dear Parents and Caregivers

Welcome to Term 4! We are on the downhill run of another highly 
produc  ve year at Penola High School.

School Improvement
The improvement of wri  ng has been our 2019 focus in our School Improvement 
Plan (SIP). Staff  have workshopped the explicit teaching of text types with a focus 
on the Informa  on Report text type, explicitly taught the subject specifi c vocabulary 
of their content area and taught students the structure of paragraphs. We have also 
workshopped giving feedback – verbal and wri  en – to students to help them improve 
their wri  ng. The impact of this will be measured by the results of a wri  ng task we will 
set our Year 10 students.
NAPLAN results went home to parents of Year 9 students with their reports at the end 
of Term 3. Our results show a trend of improvement over the last three years. Our focus 
will be to con  nue this improvement and work on stretching high achievers. 

Year 12 Students
The ‘end is nigh’ for most of our Year 12 students. Last day for lessons is Friday 
November 1st. An assembly, run by the Year 11 students, will be held on this day. Exams 
begin the following week then the fi nal moments of their school life will culminate in 
their Gradua  on Dinner on Friday 15 November and fi nally, Presenta  on Night on 11 
December. We look forward to your a  endance at these events and your con  nued 
support of these students.

Minister The Honourable John Gardner visits Penola High School
On Wednesday 23 October, the Minister for Educa  on (The Honourable John Gardner) 
visited Penola High School. He was invited to the school by Nick McBride, Member for 
MacKillop. Nick and I have been working together to discuss the support Penola High 
School site requires to become a modern 21st Century Learning Centre of Excellence. 
The Minister has been made aware that Penola High School had not received any 
signifi cant funding prior to the current Minor Works funds. While work has commenced 
and is nearly completed on the upgrade and maintenance projects at our school, 
including the Administra  on wing, downstairs classrooms, Home Economics and Art 
Rooms, there is much more I believe needs to be done so that our students enjoy 
facili  es that mirror those at other South East schools.

I look forward to sharing the outcome of this visit in the next newsle  er. 

  Kind regards
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Important Dates

Friday 25 October 2019
• Bandanna Day

Tuesday 29 October 2019
• Year 11 P.A.R.T.Y.

Friday 1 November 2019
• Year 12 Last Day

Tuesday 5 November 2019
• Maths Methods Exam
• SAPOL Year 10

Friday 8 November 2019
• General Maths Exam
• Year 12 Art Exhibi  on opening
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Food & Hospitality Trip
Ella Hutchesson

Ms Cope, Mrs Jaeschke and six Year 10 students travelled 
to Adelaide on Wednesday last week for the Food and 
Hospitality trip, with the focus being on food and hospitality 
trends.
Once in Adelaide we drove on to the Barossa Valley to 
Maggie Beer’s Farm Shop. Here we enjoyed a cooking 
demonstra  on in the famous TV kitchen and walked 
around the farm. On Thursday, the group had a jam packed 
day star  ng with a tour and tas  ngs in the Central markets, 
where students tried new foods including ants and turkish 
delight. This was a highlight of the trip. A  erwards, 
students walked through Chinatown and explored Rundle 
Mall and the museum before going to the OzAsia fes  val 
Lucky Dumpling Markets that night. Students tried a variety 
of Asian meals, as well as desserts such as a giant fairy fl oss 
unicorn. On Friday, the students had a tour of the Haigh 
Greenhill Rd factory and enjoyed lots of tas  ngs. Students 
enjoyed staying at the Youth Hostel during the camp and 
having the opportunity to be immersed in city life. The 
camp was a success with students and staff  learning about 
new trends in the industry.

Year 8 Robotics
Jason Plunke  

Earlier this year the school 
received a grant to par  cipate in 
the FIRST Technology Challenge. 
The Robo Roo’s who are a robo  cs 
Club for youth, supported the 
school in this grant and then 
provided a training day last 
Thursday to support the students 
in par  cipa  ng in the challenge. 
On the day the Year 8 Digital 
Technologies students learnt how 
to build a robot, hook it up to a 
phone to run, program it and 
prac  ce on a test course.
The students now need to fi nish building their robot to 
achieve the expecta  on of this year’s challenge before 
going to Adelaide to compete in week 5 this term.

STEMIE
Jason Plunke  

Over the last term, the Year 10 students have undertaken 
four challenges under the headings Science, Technology, 
Engineering and Maths with the theme “Movie Magic”. 
They needed to produce a cos  ngs spreadsheet, learn 
about the science of green screens, produce an automated 
logo and produce a movie “dolly”.
Earlier this term four students a  ended UniSA to learn 
the skills required to undertake this experience and they 
became student leaders for their groups. On Tuesday these 
students presented their work, doing a fantas  c job. In 
par  cular the Maths group lead by Stella Glynn received 
feedback on how well they had produced the spreadsheet 
aspect of the challenge and how fl exible the solu  on was. 
A good eff ort by the Year 10 students.
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Disc Golf
Kathleen Phillips

On Tuesday 22 October, 8 teams from 5 schools par  cipated 
in the inaugural Schools Disc Golf compe   on. Penola High 
School was represented by Reese Balshaw, Ben Hutchesson, 
Ozzy Morton and Ethyn Yates. Students played in groups 
of four around the course at the Valley Lakes in Mount 
Gambier. The game is played like golf where players tee 
off  and throw the disc towards a basket. The aim is to get 
around the course in the least number of shots. Students 
played an ambrose style game where they played on from 
the best throw un  l ge   ng the disk in the basket. While 
Saint Mar  ns may have won the compe   on, our students 
had a fantas  c day out in great weather playing against 
much older students. If you are interested in checking out 
disc golf, more informa  on can be found on h  p://mgdg.
com.au, or you can see it in ac  on when the 2019 Australian 
Disc Golf Championships are held at the Valley Lakes on 1-3 
November 2019.

39 Steps
Kate Jones

On Wednesday of week one this term some of our year 
9 and 10 students were given the opportunity to a  end 
a live theatre produc  on. The play,  tled ‘39 Steps’, was 
performed by the State Theatre Company at the Sir Robert 
Helpmann Theatre. The story is a spy thriller adapted 
from John Buchan’s novel and Alfred Hitchcock’s fi lm. The 
comedy is extremely fast paced, with just four actors playing 
139 roles. The performance was an excellent showcase of 
humour and characterisa  on, deligh  ng students with its 
engaging storyline and sophis  cated changes in character 
that were performed both on and off  stage.
Student’s relished the opportunity to see a play performed 
live and conducted themselves in a respec  ul and 
professional manner. Following the performance, the cast 
held a ques  on and answer session which revealed much 
about the intricacies of behind the scenes opera  ons that 
go into presen  ng a play to a live audience.

Governors Reception

Phoebe Tregenza and Jesse Mar  n represented our 
school at the 2019 Governor’s Recep  on at Government 
House on the fi rst Monday during the school holidays. 
The Governor of South 
Australia hosts a recep  on 
for senior school students 
each year. The recep  on was 
held at Governement House 
in Adelaide. Each school is 
able to nominate two senior 
students to a  end and this 
year Phoebe Tregenza and 
Jesse Mar  n were nominated 
to be Penola’s representa  ves. 
This was a rewarding event for 
the students, that recognised 
their input into our school 
over the past 5 years.

Pink Up Penola

On Friday 18 October 2019 Penola High School students 
dressed in pink fi nery to raise awareness for Breast Cancer 
in support of Pink Up Penola. Events held on the day were a 
Lolly Jar Guess and a Minute to Win It compe   on. Students 
then walked to Penola Primary School where they joined 
students from McKay Children’s Centre, Penola Primary 
School and Mary McKillop Memorial School to create a 
Breast Cancer Network Australia pink lady. Students also 
enjoyed pink donuts on Wednesday, having ordered them 
previously as part of the Pink Up Penola fundraising.



nurturing individual success

STEM Grant
Kathleen Phillips

The Penangadoo STEM Project was successful in applying for 
a grant to help support teacher’s professional development 
to support STEM learning. The project applied for a cluster 
grant from Salesforce to the tune of $25000. Salesforce 
have already supported our project with the ini  al funding 
grant of $60000, which helped us get the project off  the 
ground and provided professional development for two 
project members in Sydney early last term. The ini  al 
grant money was spent on buying a class set of ipads, new 
furniture in Room 2 to support collabora  ve learning, TRT 
days for staff  training, consultancy group Notosh to train 
project members, transporta  on of students and catering. 
This new grant will allow us to focus on suppor  ng STEM 
learning at all three school, through being able to access 
appropriate professional development to support teachers.

Year 10 Knockout Basketball

Well done to the Penola High School Year 10 Boys and 
Girls Basketball teams who competed in the Knock Out 
compe   on in Naracoorte this week. In very warm 
condi  ons, the teams were very compe   ve and showed 
great team spirit. Full report in next newsle  er.

2020 Leaders

The school community would like to congratulate our newly 
elected SRC President and House leaders for 2020. SRC Year 
Level representa  ves will be elected early in Term 1, 2020.

SRC President
Ebonie Moulton

House Leaders
Moyanga:  Captains: Joel Virtanen & Indi Venables
  Vice Captains: Kasey Venables

Torilla:  Captains: Ryan Zerk & Ebonie Moulton
  Vice Captains: Jacob Robbie & Amy Whitehouse

Yalluminga: Captains: Caleb Lythgo & Alex A  enborough
  Vice Captains: Tom Skeer & Charlo  e Neale

Year 9 STEM
Jason Plunke  

The Year 9 students are currently undertaking a design 
thinking process for Industry. Last term they had visits from 
industry representaives to provide them with problems that 
needed solving. One of the groups has been par  cularly 
engaged, having organised on their own a visit to Industry 
(OneFortyOne) to see fi rsthand the problem the industry 
had. This was complemented by a visit to eNVIsion/the 
regional Entrepreneurial School where they received a 
workshop from Callena Rawlings, preparing the students 
for the visit.
We look forward to seeing the crea  ve solu  ons that the 
team comes up with for their problem in week 7. Students 
will also undertake round table assessments. Members of 
the public are welcome to come to listen to the student’s 
presenta  ons.

Penola High School
58th Annual

Presentation Night
Penola High School

Wednesday 11 December 2019
7.30pm

Nibbles and drinks from 7.00pm
Art Display in the Foyer

All students are expected to attend and wear school uniform.
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TERM 4 2019 CALENDAR 
 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 
1 

14/10 
 
 

15/10 
 
 

16/10 
 

F&H Adelaide Trip 
 

Year 12 PE Revision day 

17/10 
 

F&H Adelaide Trip 
 

Year 8 Robotics workshop 

18/10 
 

F&H Adelaide Trip 
 

Flinders Uni Test – 9-11.30am 
 

Pink Up Penola – 2.00pm 

Week 
2 

21/10 
 

Governing Council meeting 
 
 

22/10 
 

Disc Golf 
 

STEMIE Showcase – Mt Gambier 
 
 

23/10 
 

Year 8/9/10 Basketball 

24/10 
 

SRC Leadership 2020 

25/10 
 

Bandana Day 

Week 
3 

28/10 
 
 

29/10 
 

Year 11 P.A.R.T.Y. 
 
 

30/10 31/10 
 

SRC Handover including  
SRC Party 

1/11 
 

Last Day – Year 12 
 

Assembly – L4L – 10.15am 

Week 
4 

4/11 
 
 

5/11 
 

Maths Methods Exam  – 1.30pm 
 

SAPOL Year 10 – 1.30pm 
 
 

6/11 
 
 

7/11 
 
 

8/11 
 

General Maths Exam – 1.30pm 
 

Year 12 Art Exhibition Opening 
– Riddoch Art Gallery 

Week 
5 

11/11 
 

Physics Exam – 1.30pm 
 

5-A-Side Soccer 
 

 

12/11 
 
 

13/11 
 

Lawn Bowls 
 

Chemistry – 1.30pm 

14/11 15/11 
 

Festival of Sport 
 

Phys Ed Exam – 1.30pm 
 

Robotics trip 
 

Year 12 Grad Dinner 
 PE WEEK 

Week 
6 

18/11 
 

Governing Council meeting 

19/11 
 
 

20/11 21/11 22/11 
 
 

 YEAR 11 EXAM WEEK + YEAR 11 INTO YEAR 12 INTRO CLASSES 

Week 
7 

25/11 
 

Year 7 Parent Information Evening 
- 7.00pm 

 
 

26/11 
 
 

27/11 28/11 29/11 

   YEAR 7 TRANSITION DAYS  

 YEAR 11 INTO YEAR 12 INTRO CLASSES 

Week 
8 

2/12 3/12 
 
 

4/12 5/12 6/12 
 

Last Day for Year 10/11 

 REPORT WRITING WEEK 
 WORLD CHALLENGE 

Week 
9 

9/12 
 
 

10/12 
 
 

11/12 
 

Presentation Night 

12/12 
 
 

13/12 
 

Robin Ey Tennis Tournament 

 ACTIVITIES WEEK 
 WORLD CHALLENGE 
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Penola High School - 0931

Notice of Materials and Services Charges for 2020
Notice of Charges for All Students

ITEMS AND SERVICES COST ($)HEADING

Printed and electronic materials 
related to the educational program 
and which are provided for the 
student

Workbooks $0.00
Text Book Hire / E-Book Access $0.00

SUBTOTAL  (ZPREM ) $100.00

Stationery items that are provided 
for the student

Stationery Items $30.00

SUBTOTAL  (ZSTAT) $30.00

$0.00
$0.00

Other [please Specify]
Other [please Specify]

Materials and Services that are 
provided by the school for the 
student to consume or use the 
materials or take ownership of a 
finished article produced by the 
student with the materials

Access to Student Information 
Technology

$177.00

Access to Machinery $0.00

SUBTOTAL  (ZACMS) $177.00

Access to Equipment $0.00
Curriculum/Subject Supplies and 
Services

$0.00

$0.00Other [please Specify]

Materials for inclusion in the school 
library and to enable use by the 
student

Library resources including access 
to borrowing library resources

$15.00

SUBTOTAL  (ZACLI) $15.00

Total Materials and Services Charge (excluding Subject Charges) $322.00

These subject charges are in addition to the Materials and Services Charge above for 
those students undertaking the following subjects.

Subject Description Cost ($)
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00Other [please Specify]

Photocopied Material $100.00

2020 Materials and Services Charge
All parents are invited to a  end the Penola High School Governing Council Mee  ng to be held on Monday 18 November 
2019 in the School Library at 6.00pm. This mee  ng is to approve the 2020 Materials and Services Charge.
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Temple Grandin Scholarship

The Temple Grandin scholarship is off ered by Dr Temple Grandin 
and co-funded by the Tin  nara Regional Development Enterprise 
(TRADE) group. These scholarships are awarded to agriculture 
students star  ng off  in an agriculture program or enrolled in an 
agricultural course of study.  
The primary aim of the Temple Grandin Scholarships is to 
support students fi nancially who are interested in agriculture as 
a profession. Whilst individual awardees will benefi t from the 
scholarship, it is important to note that local primary producers 
will benefi t from their prepara  on when employed, and the rural 
communi  es will con  nue to thrive as the younger genera  ons 
return to rural areas.
This Scholarship is also intended to encourage students to 
develop skills and knowledge within the agricultural sector, 
driving change and contribu  ng to the development and growth 
outcomes of their own communi  es. 
Further informa  on and the Applica  on Form are available from 
Penola High School.
Applica  ons open on 1October 2019 and close on 1 December 
2019. 
Successful applicants will be no  fi ed by 15 January 2020.

Please send your resume, and completed
application form  to be part of our Ultimate
Renewable Industry Pathway Program to
limestonecoastpathways@sa.gov.au  by the
30th November 2019

The Ultimate Renewable Forest
Learning Program is a partnership

approach delivering a unique
experience for students within the

Forest & Timber Industry. The
program will incorporate a range of

theoretical and field based
experiences. Students will also
undertake competencies from

national training packages which
have been nominated by industry to

support relevancy and access to
future pathways
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The Limestone Coast 
Women’s Football League are 

looking to introduce a  NEW  U16 
Girls Competition  

 
The Limestone Coast Women’s Football League (LCWFL) is ecstatic to see how many women are now playing 
and loving footy! Over 250 women currently play in the open competition at Casterton, East Gambier, Glencoe, 
Kalangadoo, Kybyolite, Millicent, Mundulla, North Gambier, Penola, South Gambier and West Gambier 
Football Clubs.  
 
LCWFL want this exciting opportunity to be available to all girls in the area and because of this are wanting to 
introduce a U16 competition. If you are born between January 1, 2004 and December 31, 2007 you are eligible 
to play.  
 
 
 

 

For more information contact: 
Ian Perryman - SANFL Game Development Coordinator (South East) 
Ian.perryman@sanfl.com.au 
0419 036 745 

 

       #GirlsKickingGoals 

 

GET EXCITED AND REGISTER YOUR INTERST NOW! 
https://bit.ly/2kql5rA 
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