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Principal’s Report
Ngaire Benfell

Dear Parents and Caregivers

Term 2 has ended and I have to say, we are looking forward to a more 
se  led return to a new normal for educa  on at Penola High School in 
Term 3.

I was hoping to be able to share plans with you regarding the new Middle Schooling 
space at the high school but that may not be possible un  l during Term 3. Meanwhile, 
there are updates in this newsle  er that will keep you informed about the Year 7 to 
High School strategy and how that will be implemented at Penola High School. These 
updates will be con  nued by Lesley Okholm while I am on leave.

Our Youth Opportuni  es students graduated from the program on Monday 29 June.  
They received their cer  fi cates in front of family members, Penola High School staff  
and members of the Youth Opportuni  es Community Development Board. How proud 
we felt of these young people. I am very much looking forward to seeing the impact 
of their choice for growth on academic, social and personal success.  Improved self-
esteem, mo  va  on and resilience are very important outcomes from developing their 
personal leadership skills throughout this program. Developing the tools to create and 
maintain good habits and forming strategies to deal with and overcome hurdles in 
life are lifelong skills. Penola High School values and applauds their commitment and 
integrity.

Every term, our students do amazing things and we acknowledge them in assemblies, 
on our Facebook page and in the newsle  er. This week, I was honoured to be invited 
to the Wa  le Range Council Visitor Informa  on Centre for the presenta  on of a Youth 
Recogni  on Award for Contribu  ons to Community to Emily Winter, a past Penola High 
School student and 2018 SRC Co-President. Emily was a very commi  ed leader in our 
school and has con  nued her involvement and leadership in the Penola community. 
Young people of Emily’s calibre are the sort of people whom communi  es are very 
fortunate to retain. Emily is a wonderful role model and we are very proud of her. 
Miriam Williams a  ended the award ceremony for Ella Hutchesson who was awarded 
the Learning Success Award. Congratula  ons to both these wonderful young people 
who showcase themselves and our school as commi  ed ci  zens.

Enjoy your holiday break, have a successful Term 3 and I will see everyone in Term 4.
Stay safe

   Kind regards

Issue 10 2 July 2020

Important Dates
Monday 20 July 2020
• First Day of Term 3

Tuesday 4 August 2020
• Open Boys Football

Wednesday 5 August 2020
• Open Girls Football
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Outdoor Education Camp
Chloe Long

Due to COVID-19 restric  ons, the Year 12 Outdoor Educa  on 
class was unable to undertake their annual Grampians trip, 
therefore they decided to explore our own backyard and 
head to Lake Leake for a two day camp.
Although the temperature was very cold overnight, the 
class was very fortunate with the weather during the day, 
which made it much easier for walking. The students walked 
through the pine forests to Lake Edward Reserve taking in 
the scenery and wildlife. At the end of the day, students 
cooked their own meals on camp stoves and relaxed in 
front of the campfi re.
Day 2 saw the class once again venture into the pine forest 
to locate aboriginal sites, such as na  ve wells. The camp, 
although short, was very successful and a great way to 
fi nish off  a massive term. The students were commended 
for their high spirits throughout the trip.

Youth Opportunities
Ngaire Benfell

Nine Penola High School students 
took part in a Youth Opportuni  es 
Personal Leadership program this 
term. The 60 hour wellbeing and 
life skills program ran online for 
one day per week for the whole 
of Term 2. The program is off ered 
to secondary students in schools 
across metropolitan and regional 
South Australia, and Penola High 
School was very excited to have 

the students par  cipate again following on from 2019. 
Due to the COVID-19 public health emergency, the 
program was unable to be delivered in the tradi  onal face 
to face environment. Fortunately, in recent years, Youth 
Opportuni  es invested in fl exible online versions of their 
programs, enabling them to pivot quickly when COVID-19 
impacted the community.
Through the program students were able to extend their 
knowledge and skills in areas not typically part of their 
learning program at school, such as building their self-
confi dence and self-esteem and plan goals.
Student Aaron Zerk said, “The progress I have made on 
my program goals is good because I have been able to 
start building my confi dence with public speaking. The 
visualisa  on technique helped me feel more confi dent…
and now I will start to use it with public speaking. Deciding 
to be happy is an important one for me because it keeps me 
being happy and not being down.”
The program culminated in a gradua  on ceremony held on 
Tuesday 29 June 2020, at the school, where trainers and 
Ngaire Benfell spoke about the benefi ts of the course. Each 
of the students read a prepared speech explaining what the 
program had meant to them and what they were taking 
away from it.  Students then presented their parents and 
teachers with ‘star’ messages. Parents were off ered the 
opportunity to speak in reply and many did. This provided a 
deeply moving culmina  on to the evening. We congratulate 
all students on their achievement.
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Student Absence
No  fi ca  on number:0400 134 993

(this number is SMS only)
or alterna  vely email

dl.0931_info@schools.sa.edu.au

Genius Hour
Lesley Okholm

Penola High School has con  nued with its Genius Hour 
program this year. With research showing that students in 
high schools need to be prepared for a rapidly changing world 
where cri  cal and crea  ve thinking skills are highly valued, 
students enthusias  cally took up the challenge once again. 
In mixed teams from years 8, 9, 11 and 12, students worked 
on several mul  -level problems from areas including board 
games, sport challenges, dance, music, cooking, strategy 
games, design, robo  cs, photography and card games. 
Deputy Principal, Lesley Okholm said, “The culmina  on 
assembly last Friday showed exci  ng developments from 
each group. Highlights included a Penola Monopoly and 
Penola High School Guess Who game. Students stretched 
their own personal bests in sport, and a design student was 
‘contracted’ to design a compe  ton shirt for the robo  cs 
team. In Semester 2 we have responded to student’s 
feedback, moving Genius Hour to Friday a  ernoons. Some 
inspiring projects are evolving with emphasis on how their 
new learning can posi  vely aff ect others. Watch this space.

WRC Youth Recognition Awards

On Tuesday 30 June 2020 the Wa  le Range Council held the 
Youth Recogni  on Awards Ceremony for 2020 at the Penola 
Visitor Informa  on Centre. One current, and one former, 
student were winners in their respec  ve categories. 
Due to COVID-19 restric  ons, the presenta  ons were held 
at the Penola Visitor Informa  on Centre, with the awards 
being presented by Mayor, Des Noll.

Ella Hutchesson (Year 11) - Winner
Learning Success Award  
Ella is a hardworking student who displays a commitment 
to all her studies.  Ella has chosen challenging subjects 
this year in prepara  on for a defi ned career path, and has 
achieved excellence in each of them. Ella maintains a high 
standard of work across all subjects and ac  vely seeks 
feedback on ways to improve.

Emily Winter (former student) – Winner
Contribu  ons to the Community Award
Emily’s contribu  ons to the community both within and 
beyond the school are outstanding. She now runs the Net 
Set Go netball program for 5-10 year olds, and has ins  gated 
involving Penola High School student volunteers. She is 
the secretary of the McCorquindale Park Management 
Commi  ee and made a major contribu  on to the Pink Up 
Penola event, including working on administra  on and 
social media. During her studies at Penola High School, 
Emily was involved in leadership within the school, most 
signifi cantly as a school leader in her SRC President role.

Each of these students have shown their commitment to 
their community in their endeavours to be successful in the 
areas in which they have pursued. To see them recognised 
in front of family and friends provides really posi  ve 
examples to their peers. The Penola High School community 
is certainly very proud of these young ci  zens.
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Year 7 to High School
- NEW MIDDLE SCHOOL SPACE AT PENOLA HIGH SCHOOL - 

As I wrote in the last newsle  er, we have been allocated some funding to prepare a purpose designed Middle School 
space, with Year 7 students being on our site in 2022 in mind.

We have been permi  ed to repurpose an open plan space in our school. This is the current joint use (school and community) 
library. The library will be relocated to the downstairs classrooms and for the fi rst  me, the Dept for Educa  on has agreed 
to create a public/disability toilet within the library space.

What will happen in the new library space? The architect has been tasked with crea  ng a space that has the same if not 
more area than the current library space. Of course, we are most excited that in over 10 years of asking, we fi nally have 
agreement from the Department for Educa  on (who owns all the infrastructure) to create a public toilet. This was partly 
due to the loca  on of the new library space to an area where there is exis  ng plumbing for toilets.  We are working 
closely with the PHS teacher librarian, our CLA Ali Bond and Janice from Millicent Library to eff ec  vely design a brand new 
modern library to meet the needs of all our patrons, including students and community members.
As I described last newsle  er, the three classrooms in the new Middle School space will be created for Year 7, 8 and 9 
students in 2022. They will be both open plan and closed plan with movable walls. An open plan offi  ce space will be 
created within the area for the Middle School Coordinator and several teachers. The ‘safe play’ space will be created on 
the western lawns.

In addi  on, along with other schools who did not get major works and new buildings, we have been allocated an extra 
$15,000 to spend on preparing the Year 7 space. Things we might spend this on are the addi  onal technology needs, 
classroom fi t out and the safe play space.
The school and Governing Council are excited about being highly responsive to the needs of Year 7 students, and their 
families in making a strategically designed space where both our new Year 7 and 8 students in 2022 can make a smooth 
and supported transi  on into the wider school at their own pace. 
Primary/High School Collabora  ons
Part of the process in making the move of Year 7 and 8 students to high school loca  ons in 2022, is the importance of 
high schools collabora  ng with primary schools to make the curriculum and learning, social and emo  onal transi  ons as 
smooth and eff ec  ve as possible. The fi rst stage of this process has involved the principals of each of the feeder primary 
schools mee  ng with the principal of Penola High School.

Key aspects of our ini  al discussions have been:

• The importance of planning together for informa  on evenings in Term 4 so that our 2020 Year 5 and 6 students and 
their families can receive local informa  on and updates and ask ques  ons. These will be held at the primary sites and 
will be co-run by both principals.

• The importance of collabora  ons between primary and high school educators to align learning and wellbeing strategies 
that support successful transi  on. This may involve educator exchanges (where teachers cross into each other’s sites 
and teach lessons) teacher mee  ngs and workshops and classroom observa  ons.

Look for the next update in Term 3’s fi rst newsle  er.

     Kind regards


