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Principal’s Report
Ngaire Benfell

Dear Parents and Caregivers

Another year has drawn to a close. As I refl ect on each year, I am always 
astounded at how many and at how varied the opportuni  es are that our 
students are off ered. Just recently, four of our Year 8 students returned from 
Sydney where they had been compe  ng in a Robo  cs compe   on. As I write this report, twelve 
of our students are overseas on a World Challenge adventure in Cambodia. It reminds me that 
deep learning happens outside the classroom as much as inside it and these opportuni  es are 
very important.

Week One in 2020 begins on January 28. Senior school students will again begin next year with a 
Senior School Retreat where they will learn how to create and sustain a successful year of study 
and achievement growth. Middle school students will spend the fi rst three days of the year in 
an alterna  ve program where they will develop their growth mindsets and form produc  ve and 
respec  ul rela  onships for learning. The value of spending  me se   ng the scene for success 
and the expecta  ons for behaviour, rela  onships and learning is huge.  Investment of  me in a 
program such as this, pays off  for the rest of the year.

Client Opinion Surveys
The recent client opinion survey we conducted with staff , students and parents has been very 
informa  ve and will help us to focus on areas for improvement in 2020. Students and parents 
strongly believe that teachers expect students to do their best at Penola High School. Parents 
believe they can talk to teachers about their concerns but are not sure that their children 
receive useful feedback about their learning. Both students and teachers strongly believe that 
this school looks for ways to improve. However, student and parents would like their opinions 
and ideas taken more seriously. We thank the parents who par  cipated in the survey.

2020 Staffi  ng
Sadly, we are farewelling Winsley Wighton a  er a signifi cantly long and illustrious career as a 
Maths and Science teacher at Penola High School. Winsley leaves a very big gap at the school 
for a number of reasons. Her academic knowledge, her commitment to our young people and 
her sharp wit will be greatly missed. We also farewell Milan Pavlovic who will be returning to 
Adelaide in 2020. Milan’s innova  ve delivery of curriculum in Science and his commitment 
to developing the learning growth of his students will be missed. Finally, we are farewelling 
Jason Plunke   who will be taking up a posi  on at St Mar  n’s Lutheran College in 2020. Many 
students will miss Mr Plunke  ’s passion for technology, Design Thinking and STEM. We wish 
these teachers all the best in their new journeys. As we farewell some, we welcome others. 
Mr Sam Ma  hews joins us as our new Maths and Science teacher. We warmly welcome Sam 
and our new Deputy Principal, Lesley Okholm. Lesley has worked in leadership roles across the 
South East, including Deputy Principal roles, a Site Leader role, a Principal Consultant role and 
as Senior Leader of Learning Improvement. We are very excited to have Sam and Lesley on 
board.

Presenta  on Night
At the  me of wri  ng this fi nal newsle  er report, I am looking forward to seeing you all at the 
Presenta  on Night on December 11 to celebrate all the achievements of 2019. I’d also like to 
give a huge thank you to all the members of Governing Council who have been a wonderful 
group to work with in 2019 and I’m really looking forward to our work together in 2020.
I wish you all an enjoyable Christmas break and safe holidays.

  Kind regards
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Important Dates
Friday 13 December 2019
• Last Day of Term 4

Tuesday 28 January 2020
• First Day of Term 1

Tue 28 & Wed 29 January 2020
• Senior Retreat

Friday 31 January 2020
• PHS Swimming Carnival
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Robotics
Kevin Kno  

Having been successful in the Adelaide round of the 
Roboroos Compe   on the Penola High School students 
travelled to a  end the next compe   on in Sydney at 
Macquarie University.
A  er a drive to Avalon, a fl ight to Sydney and a taxi trip 
we thought would never end we arrived at Macquarie 
University.
The ‘pits’ opened at 7.30am so a very early start for us……..
well we got there at 8.00am! Presenta  ons, scru  neering, 
greenfi eld tes  ng all followed with teams from all round 
Australia and the fi nalists from New Zealand and Asia 
joining us. 
Thirty-nine teams were represented that a  ernoon. All 
were paired up with another team and strategies were 
discussed. The Penbots team found there were plenty 
of things to do when not engaged in on fi eld ac  vi  es: 
repairing, improving scrounging bits to replace non-
func  oning parts were amongst a few. Macquarie boasts 
the biggest shopping centre in the Southern hemisphere 
and when not helping us it was a place in which our lovely 
parent helpers found some joy.
On day 2, Saturday, the pits did not open un  l 8.30, but we 
were there early for a few more repairs and improvements. 
The team worked well, but alas did not make the fi nal 
round to qualify for the world fi nal, so we rounded off  the 
trip with some train trips (on the latest driverless train in 
Australia) and a ferry ride to Manly. A great way to unwind. 
Then back to the hall and pack for the 5.30am taxi to take 
us to the airport.
A big thank you to our sponsors, Wa  le Range Council, 141 
Planta  ons, Envision, Cleanway and CJ Shearing who helped 
make this a possibility. It was a great learning adventure.

Year 8/9 Super 8 Cricket
Michael Hentschke

On Wednesday 11 December six Penola High School students, 
Olivia Berkin, Emily Timms and Jemma Mooney from year 
8 and Sophie Cli  on, Georgia Winter and Harmoniee Smith 
from year 9, travelled to Wortley Oval in Naracoorte to 
par  cipate in the South Australian Cricket Associa  on’s 
(SACA) girls’ cricket. The team played three games 
throughout the day, all against Naracoorte. They came away 
with one win and two losses. The girls’ demonstrated their 
commitment and determina  on by playing passionately in 
all three of their games. Congratula  ons to the students 
involved, you all did an awesome job!



nurturing individual success

SACE Results
Michael Hentschke

The 2019 SACE results will be available in SACE - Students 
Online from 8.30am on Tuesday 17 December 2019.
Each student will have received a le  er in their presenta  on 
folder on Wednesday night that provides informa  on 
concerning the results release.
Importantly, students should check their log-in and password 
before Tuesday. If they experience problems on the day, 
they should contact the SACE Support Team via phone 
on 08 8732 7412 or email SACE.StudentsOnlineSupport@
sa.gov.au
Ngaire Benfell will be available at school on the morning of 
the release of results. Please contact her should you wish to 
discuss any issues or concerns.
It is tradi  onal for students with our highest scoring ATAR’s 
to be photographed for use in media releases.
Mike Hentschke will be available via telephone also if 
students s  ll have further concerns.

Activities Week
Sarah Walker

During this fi nal week of term, Years 8 and 9 students 
par  cipated in Ac  vi  es Week. The beginning of the week 
saw students working hard to help  dy up areas of the 
school. This  me will be put towards students’ community 
service in their Year 10 Personal Learning Plan. Students 
were then able to soak up the sun par  cipa  ng in ac  vi  es 
such as lawn bowls, petanque and visi  ng the Penola pool. 
Other ac  vi  es included Mario Cart racing, Wii Fit and 
Art ac  vi  es. On the Thursday students par  cipated in an 
Amazing Race style ac  vity where teams of students raced 
around Penola. The race was split into ten legs, with each leg 
requiring the teams to deduce clues, navigate themselves 
and perform physical and mental challenges to ul  mately 
fi nish the race fi rst. Well done to the team consis  ng of 
Codi Kelle  , Max Gartner, Amelia Henry, Georgia Winter 
and Noah Hayes who arrived at the last sta  on fi rst. At the 
 me of wri  ng this ar  cle, the students will fi nish off  the 

week with the annual Robin Ey Tennis Tournament.
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Presentation Night
The 58th annual Presenta  on Night of our school was held in 
the school hall on Wednesday 11 December 2019.  Prior to the 
ceremony, guests, family members, students and staff  gathered 
in the foyer to share nibbles provided by Ms Olivia Jaeschke and 
her students. They also enjoyed the art works which were on 
display in the school foyer. A number of awards were presented 
on the night and we congratulate the following major award 
recipients:

Lions Leadership Award
Brooke Hutchesson

Wa  le Range Mayoral Award
Kate Skeer

Peter Muller Ci  zenship Award
Phoebe Tregenza

RSL Award
Amy Whitehouse

ADF Long Tan Youth Leadership & Teamwork Award
Brooke Hutchesson and Charlo  e Neale

Caltex Best All Rounder Award
Ebonie Moulton

Tom Foran Memorial Sport Award
Georgia Winter

Reuben Goldsworthy Award
Gorgia Robbie

Excellence in Technology Award
James Foggo and Sam Gartner

Kwong Lee Dow Scholar
Stella Glynn

Aspiring Science Student Award
Amy Whitehouse

Barker Shield Awards
Academic Achievement - Phoebe Tregenza
Community Service and Spirit - Brooke Hutchesson
Voca  onal Educa  on - Kasey Morton

Acquisi  ve Art Prize
Ebonie Moulton

Penola High School Leadership Award
Jesse Mar  n

Youth Opportuni  es Graham Hobbs Scholarship
Samantha Somer

UniSA Academic Awards
Phoebe Tregenza
Claire Ambagtsheer-Murphy

Dux Awards:
Year 8 Dux – Olivia Berkin
Year 9 Dux – Georgia Winter
Year 10 Dux – Ella Hutchesson
Year 11 Dux – Ebonie Moulton
Year 12 Academic Excellence – Brooke Hutchesson

Order of Australia Student Ci  zenship Award
Brooke Hutchesson

Merit Cer  fi cates:
Olivia Berkin
Max Gartner
Noah Hayes
Ben Hutchesson
Mason Moulton
Ozzy Morton
Rakanga Smith
Jack Kain
Stella Glynn
Ella Hutchesson
Jacob Robbie
Ruby-Lee Robinson
Amy Whitehouse
Ryan Zerk
James Foggo
Sam Gartner
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