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March 18th 2019 
Notes about the Year 8 camp and interschool swimming, as promised: 

Year 8 Camp  11th-13th February 
Twenty-nine excited Year 8 students set out for their camp at Cape Bridgewater accompanoied by 

Mrs Moretti, Ms Pryor and Mr Knott (Ms Cope joined the group later).  Activities focused on team 

building and developing relationships. 

Day 1 activities included a challenging hike along the Cape Bridgewater coastline, a barbeque tea 

and planning for the next day.  Rough weather and seas on day 2 made travelling to the seal cave 

impossible, so the group visited the Maritime Museum and a lighthouse in Portland instead.  In the 

afternoon, students worked in small groups with some building and testing rafts and others 

geocaching (orienteering).  The groups swapped activities so everyone had an opportunity to be 

drenched!  Listening skills and concentration were the focus of the evening’s activities.  

Sandboarding was undertaken with much enthusiasm on the last morning before the weary students 

set out on their trip home.  After sandboarding, there was a picnic lunch on the banks of the Glenelg 

River in Nelson, and the group then headed back to school and home.  The bus trip home was 

somewhat quiet as students unwound from a full program of activities spread over three days. 

Friendships were built and strengthened, fulfilling the purpose of the camp.  

Interschool Swimming  15th February 
Our team travelled to Bordertown where they joined students from Millicent and Naracoorte High 

Schools to form the combined team.  Interschool swimming provided students with the opportunity 

to achieve personal bests and make new friends.  Highlights of the day included Lochy Neale placing 

3rd in the Under 14 boys Freestyle,  Jake Klemm winning U15 Male Freestyle, and Jesse Martin 

finishing 2nd in the Open Boys Breast stroke.  The combined team was placed in four of the relay 

events. 

Tenison Woods College was the top placed team, with the combined team being sixth. 

External Review  19th-21st February 
The External Review team, consisting of a Review Officer and a Principal from another school, 

arrived on Tuesday 19th to undertake our triennial school audit.  Much hard work and effort had 

been invested in ensuring that the visit ran smoothly and that any information required by the team 

was readily available.  The reviewers arrived with the Department’s three lines of inquiry at the 

forefront of their minds. 

Brooke Hutchesson and Jack Kain escorted the visitors on a tour of the school before they met with 

Ngaire and Jason.  Ngaire delivered her Principal’s Presentation before the reviewers met with new 

members of our leadership team.  Meetings with Year Level Organisers and Student Leaders 

followed and classroom visits were undertaken, giving our visitors the opportunity to talk with 

students as they worked.  More classroom visits, a meeting with library staff and conversations with 

students occurred after lunch on the first day.  In the late afternoon, the Review Officer visited the 

weekly staff meeting to talk with the staff as a whole.  Teaching staff then started work on their 

‘Forum’ program for the year while the reviewers met with representatives of Governing Council.  A 

very full day was topped off with an dinner at Pipers of Penola. 

Day 2 of the review followed a similar pattern with more classroom visits, meetings with parents, 



SACE teachers, Middle School teachers, administrative Schools Services Officers and members of the 

Flexible Learning team.  The afternoon was devoted to Panel Synthesis and all that remained was for 

the Review Officer to write his report on Thursday morning. 

Kids Time  22nd February 
The first Kids Time for the year saw the library abuzz as eighteen young people, their younger 

siblings, parents and grandparents gathered for a morning of learning delights based around the 

book The Bear Ate the Sandwich.  All present joined in the songs and the Science experiment based 

on marshmallows.  There was a PowerPoint presentation about Sleeping Bears which linked to the 

books read.  The children made highly decorative bear hats and followed up this craft activity with 

the Maths of shapes.  The littlies made their own sandwiches for morning tea and enjoyed them 

with a birthday cup cake as Ali Bond read the final book The Bear Continues to Snore. 

Athletics Trials  25th February 
The first two lessons of the day were devoted to trials for the Athletics Carnival. 

Open Girls Cricket  26th February 
OPEN GIRLS CRICKET 

Our Open Girls Cricket team travelled to Marist Park in Mount Gambier to play Round 2 of the 2019 

Competition in a 20:20 format. 

The girls enjoyed the experience of playing on a turf wicket.  Batting first, PHS amassed 44 runs from 

the allocated overs. Kasey Venables was top scorer, with Shandeen Balshaw, Jess Eastwood, Ebonie 

Moulton, Sarah Lucas and Charlotte Neale also scoring runs.  At this level, hitting the ball past the 

fielders for runs is not easy and everyone tried their best. 

Tenison Woods College had some experienced cricket players and this showed with some aggressive 

hitting to reach a total of 98.  Kate Skeer, Sarah and Kasey each took a wicket, while Stella Glynn 

showed some excellent skills in the field. 

All the girls enjoyed the game, which was played in great spirit.  

1500m  27th February 
The 1500m events were held at the very start of the day to minimise students’ exposure to the very 

hot conditions.  Many students focused on earning points for their House or achieving a personal 

best. 

Age group winners were: Olivia Berkin and Codi Kellett (Under 14), Breanna Lythgo and Aaron Zerk 

(Under 15), Indi Venables and Joel Virtanen (Under 16) and Kate Skeer and Caleb Lythgo (Open). 

Fire Visit  27th February 
Representatives of the MFS, accompanied by Andy Stott from SAPOL Mt Gambier made two 

presentations to students.  The first dealt with the dangers of house fires and personal safety if one 

occurs, while the second focused on bushfires and other external fires.  Ozzy Morton from Year 8 

entered into the spirit of the occasion by modelling a CFS outfit. 

It is worth noting that one of our students, Connor Murphy of Year 11, is a member of the local CFS. 

Athletics Carnival  28th February 
The week was so hot.  Could the Athletics Carnival even go ahead?  The answer to this question was 

an emphatic ‘yes’ due to the thorough research and careful planning of our redoubtable Chloe Long.  

Strategies to ensure a good time was had by all included starting events at 8.15 am, putting the long 

distance races at the beginning of the program, omitting the novelty events and providing copious 



amounts of cold water and drinks and frequent ‘slip, slop, slap’ reminders.  Thus the Carnival was 

completed before the worst of the heat set in. 

Working together to overcome the problems posed by the adverse weather conditions really paid 

off and the carnival was a great success.  We are grateful to parents who rearranged their mornings 

so students could participate in the early events, and, of course, for parent help and support 

throughout the day. 

Much team spirit was on display and many personal bests were achieved.  Age group winners were 

Olivia Berkin and Bailey Lindner (Under 14s), Georgia Winter and Aaron Zerk (Under 15s), Indi 

Venables and Dylan Morton (Under 16s) and Phoebe Tregenza and Jesse Martin (Open).  Runners up 

were Jessica Gerritson, Lochy Neale, Breanna Lythgo, Thomas Jerome, Shandeen Balshaw, Joel 

Virtanen, Kate Skeer and Caleb Lythgo. 

At the end of the day, Moyanga placed first (571 points) followed by Torilla (554.5) and Yalluminga 

(553.5) 

Questacon  1st March 
The Questacon Science Outreach Work Skills team visited Penola and presented their program to all 

our students. 

Each 90 minute session commenced with consideration of the need for innovation in design and the 

need to create models, test them for their purpose and modify prototypes to achieve goals. 

This was followed by a practical session where students used materials provided to construct a 

rollercoaster.  Michael Hentschke, Science Teacher, said, ‘The discussion between students as they 

evaluated and modified their creation was one of the highlights of the day. They showed excellent 

levels of cooperation as they went about their design project.’ 

At the end of each session, students were able to inspect the creations of their peers and discuss the 

design processes involved. 

James Fife Visit  1st March 
Former student, James Fife visited the combined Year 11 and 12 homegroup in Learning for Life to 

share his story of surviving SACE and negotiating his way beyond.  James has not followed a 

conventional post-school pathway, but rather has followed his passions to good effect. 

Induction of Student Leaders  4th March  
A formal assembly was held to induct the PHS student leaders for 2019.  Brooke Hutchesson opened 

proceedings by delivering the Acknowledgement o the Land.  She was followed by Jason Plunkett 

who delivered Ngaire Benfell’s Principal’s Address.  Chloe Long spoke highly of the contribution 

House Leaders have already made and the leadership skills they have demonstrated, before the 

leaders were presented with their certificates.  Olivia Jaeschke introduced the SRC representatives, 

who also received certificates. 

This assembly also provided our school community with the opportunity to acknowledge the passing 

of Rob Thornett and to celebrate his many and varied contributions to our school community over 

twenty years.  Mike Hentschke delivered a moving tribute, reminding us of Rob’s contributions as a 

passionate History and Geography teacher, of his superb organisation of the ANZAC Day and 

Remembrance Day observances which he orchestrated, of his enthusiasm for working with primary 

school students in the library and his contributions to the wider community via the Wattle Range 

Council, the Comaum CFS and the Penola Players.  Rob was known for wearing matching shirts and 

socks, and Mike followed this custom in his honour.  Heather Stone spoke warmly of Rob’s 

enthusiastic involvement in Kids Time and his delight in dressing up for the various roles he 



undertook.  She also referred to their shared passion for dogs. 

Our students sat in total, respectful silence during this memorial. 

Year 9/10 Art and Design Excursion 
Members of the Year 9/10 Art class visited Petticoat Lane to take photos and gather inspiration for 

their work around the theme ‘Land, Location and the World Around Us’.  Students seized the 

opportunity to develop new photography skills. 

Year 8 HASS Excursions 
Year 8 students have undertaken three journeys of discovery with their HASS teachers, Kathleen 

Phillips and Kevin Knott.  The first excursion involved a walk down Petticoat Lane to look at the 

historic buildings and complete a fact sheet.  This was followed by two trips to the Information 

Centre where members of the History Group assisted our students with research into buildings, facts 

and people from Penola and the surrounding district. 

When the students’ work is complete, it will be displayed as part of History Week. 

Lions Youth of the Year  4th March 
Nine Stage2 students and Ebonie Moulton from Stage 1 participated in this year’s Lions Youth of the 

Year Quest.  Much effort was expended in preparing applications and the students’ five minute 

speeches.  Interviews with the judging panels were held throughout the morning, with the public 

speaking occurring in the evening.  Both the Penola Lions Club and the Leos hosted the event. 

In the section of the Quest sponsored by the Penola Lions Club, Brooke Hutchesson spoke on ‘My 

Boring Life (of Privilege)’, Jesse Martin’s topic was ‘Is Dyslexia a Gift or a Burden’ and Claire 

Ambagtsheer-Murphy’s topic was ‘Values’.  They were followed by Darcy O’Connor, ‘The Human 

Impact on the Ocean’ and Kasey Morton, ‘There’s Always Two Sides to the Story’.  Jesse Martin won 

both the Public Speaking and Overall sections of this heat. 

Sponsored by Penola and District Leo Club, visitors to the second half of the Quest heard from Jack 

Kain, ‘Love is a Chemical Reaction’, Kate Skeer, ‘The Way We Lie’, Ebonie Moulton, ‘Growing Up with 

Expectations’ and James Foggo, ‘What is Happiness?’.  James was declared winner of the Public 

Speaking section, while Ebonie was the overall winner. 

Ebonie and Jesse attended the Regional Final in Kalangadoo. 

The standard of the responses to the two impromptu questions this year was particularly high, 

reflecting the students’ hard work and the support they received from new English teacher Kate 

Jones and our former teacher, Jackie Poumako. 

UniSA Visit for Year 10 students  4th March 
Visitors from UniSA presented a 45 minute session for the Year 10s, discussing course options and 

how to apply.  It was also explained how the students MyCareer Match results could be used to 

identify potential career options. 

Stage 2 Phys Ed Camp  5th-8th March 

Pupil Free Day  12th March 
Staff had a very busy day working with literacy guru, Nanette Smibert, beginning with a review of the 

writing training and development undertaken last year and continuing to work around ‘Before, 

During and After’ strategies for developing reading skills.  ‘Analytical and Evaluative Writing’ was the 

focus of the third session and the literacy section of the day finished with consideration of the draft 

school literacy plan. 

The last session of the day focused on new technologies available at our site to support classroom 



teachers in providing learning opportunities for students experiencing long term absences and 

undertaking personal reflection on classroom practice. 

GRIP Leadership Conference  14th March 
Supported by Olivia Jaeschke, SRC leaders, Brooke and Ella Hutchesson, Jesse Martin and Charlotte 
Neale, attended the GRIP Leadership Conference at UniSA, Mt Gambier.  Our students engaged with 
student leaders from other sites to discuss various issues, most importantly, increasing student 
involvement in  events. 
Students participated in a number of workshops and declared the day to be a highly valuable 
learning experience. 

Lions Youth of the Year Quest – Regional Final  17th March 
The Regional final of the Lions Youth of the Year Quest was held in Kalangadoo.  Ebonie Moulton and 

Jesse Martin represented our community.  In her closing comments, the chairperson of the judging 

panel singled out both Ebonie and Jesse for their prepared speeches.  She praised Ebonie’s stage 

presence and engaging manner and spoke highly of the way in which Jesse delivered his speech 

about an issue of personal significance.  Jesse was placed second in this heat of the Quest and will 

now be one of two students to represent the Limestone Coast at the District final.  We congratulate 

both participants and wish Jesse well at the next level. 

News from the Library 
Our library has signed up to participate in Paint the Town Read, a book relay from Perth to the 

Pacific, coming to Penola on Tuesday 30 April and is participating in this year’s Premier’s Reading 

Challenge.  This challenge should encourage students to keep reading. 

Our librarian, Miriam Williams, has applied for an initial grant of $2000 which will hopefully lead to a 

community program for IT beginners.   

Based on statistics from the Public Library Service, intensive weeding of unused and outdated 

resources has been undertaken.  

Due to funding changes, it has become necessary to discontinue library services on Saturday 

mornings from the end of April.  This is a particular blow to families with young children who use this 

service and, from our point of view, the loss of an opportunity to keep local families in touch with 

our school community. 


