
 

W: www.penolahs.sa.edu.au 

 Penola High School 

Issue 18           21 November 2019 

 

 

nurturing individual success 
 

Principal’s Report             
Ngaire Benfell 
 
Dear Parents and Caregivers 
 
We are at the end of week 6! Year 11 and 12 students have finished exams and Year 11 students have begun the 
introduction to Year 12. Year 10 and 11 students will complete their studies at the end of week 8. Year 8 and 9 students 
will participate in Activities Week during week 9, finishing with the Robin Ey Tennis Tournament. 
 
Year 12 Students 
The Graduation Dinner at Hollicks on Friday November 15 was a wonderful evening of celebration for the Class of 2019. 
It was a great pleasure to sit and talk with the proud parents of a great bunch of students.   
 
Presentation Night will be held on December 11th and we look forward to your attendance at this event to join with us in 
the celebration of the many achievements of Penola High School students. 
 
School Improvement 
Penola High School staff have reviewed the 2019 School Improvement Plan goals and targets. The result of this review is 
that the Strategic Directions Committee will re-write aspects of the plan to better meet the directions and needs of the 
school. The plan will be ratified in 2020 by the Governing Council and then published on the school’s website. 
 
Parent Survey 
You will all have received an email regarding completion of the annual Client Opinion Survey for parents. Please take the 
time to complete the survey over the next week. The results of this survey are collated and discussed by the Leadership 
group, the Workplace Health and Safety Committee and the teaching staff. When most parents respond to the survey, 
we are able to see patterns and trends in parent opinion. Of course, at any time during the year you are able to provide 
your opinions and raise concerns or give positive comments by emailing or calling the school. 
 
Phone Policy 
A review of the Penola High School Phone Policy has been conducted and amendments made to accurately reflect our 
practices. Some parents have expressed concerns about students being permitted to have their phones at school and 
have shown interest in the position of other state’s policies of banning phones at school. At Penola High School, we 
educate students about the appropriate use of phones and recognise that phone technology can be a useful tool. 
However, all Year 8 and 9 students are required to hand phones in to the class ‘phone box’ to avoid the distraction and 
misuse of phones during class. Students who misuse their phones to cyberbully will receive a phone ban and must either 
hand their phone in at the beginning of each day or leave their phone at home. Matters may also be referred to the police. 
Penola High School has no tolerance for cyberbullying. 
 
World Challenge 2019 
Not long now! After nearly two years of planning and preparing, 13 students will journey to Cambodia for the 2019 World 
Challenge. They will be accompanied by Chloe Long and Jason Plunkett. When the students return they will prepare a 
snapshot of their voyage and personal journey of discovery to share with other students and teachers at Penola High 
School. I can’t wait to hear about their adventure. 

Thank you all for your support from home.  Together we can achieve so much.                        



 

W: www.penolahs.sa.edu.au 

 Penola High School 

Issue 18           21 November 2019 

 

 

nurturing individual success 
 

Penola Show 
 
Many of our students exhibited at the recent Penola 
Show in various categories and were successful in 
achieving prizes. 
 
Well done to all those students who entered. 
 
Thank you also to all the Year 10 students, Mrs Jaeschke, 
Ms Jones, Ms Moretti, Jo Skeer and James Braddy who 
assisted with the show set-up over the two days leading 
up to the event and to Majella Wines for sponsoring the 
Photography competition. 
 

 
Winning entry – Hand sewing (Secondary School) – 
Phillip Davis 
 
Year 12 Combined Schools Exhibition 
Aimee Moretti  
 

2019 is the first year that schools in the Mount Gambier 
region have come together and worked collaboratively 
to showcase our Year 12 Art work at the Mount Gambier 
Main Corner.  
 
Schools that collaborated for this first year are Grant 
High School, Mount High School and Penola High School 
and we hope for growing involvement of other schools 
in future years.  
 
PHS students who displayed work this year were Ebonie 
Moulton, Jesse Martin, Kate Skeer and Jessica Lucas. 

Their works were of an exceptional standard with 
students receiving much praise on the night for their 
efforts throughout the year.  
 
Winner of the new PHS ‘Year 12 Visual Arts Acquisitive 
Award’ is Ebonie Moulton. This award is to be given to a 
Year 12 Art student who receives an ‘A’ for their practical 
pieces, setting a standard to aim for within Stage 2 Visual 
Arts.  
 
The school will also acquire one piece of Art from this 
recognised artist.  
 
Overall the combined exhibition was a great success with 
many attending the opening on Friday November 8 to 
celebrate our students’ achievements.  
 
The exhibition was opened by Riddoch Art Gallery 
Curator Serena Wong who was followed by speeches 
from all three schools’ Principals.  
 
The exhibition included Music, Photography, Media Arts, 
Drama, Art, Design, Wood Tech, textiles and much more.  
 

 
Ebonie Moulton and Jesse Martin with their art pieces. 
 

 
Kate Skeer with her art piece.  
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Remembrance Day 
 
On Monday 11 November, the students walked to 
Penola Memorial Park to join with the RSL and other 
community members to commemorate Remembrance 
Day. Ebonie Moulton, our 2020 SRC Chairperson, laid a 
wreath on the school’s behalf, and read a poem. 
 

 

 

2019 Year 12 Graduation Dinner 
 
The 2019 Penola High School Year 12 students 
celebrated their graduation at Upstairs at Hollick on 
Friday November 15.   
 
Students, their families and teaching staff attended the 
dinner.  Kate Skeer and Sam Gartner spoke on behalf of 
the students, thanking their families and school staff for 
their patience, support and guidance as well as depicting 
the year that was, which brought a smile to those in 
attendance.   
 
 
 

Mr Michael Hentschke and Ms Chloe Long then 
presented the humorous “Chalky Awards” to the 
students.   Brooke Hutchesson and Claire Ambagtsheer-
Murphy responded on behalf of the Year 12 students 
with their own version of Teacher Awards, which 
required all teachers to participate in a game of Pass the 
Parcel.   
 
Thank you to Alex Lambert for photographing the 
students on their special night. 
 
 

 
 

Back Row L-R – Jesse Martin, Jack Clifton, Jack Kain, 
Henry Berkin, Sam Klemm, Jacob Sims 
Middle Row L-R – Sam Gartner, Kate Skeer, Darcy 
O’Connor, James Foggo 
Front Row L-R – Kasey Morton, Brooke Hutchesson, 
Claire Ambagtsheer-Murphy, Jess Lucas, Phoebe 
Tregenza. 
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Robotics 
Jason Plunkett 
 

On the November 15 the Penola “PenBots” departed 
Penola to attend their first ever FIRST Technology 
Challenge at the University of Adelaide – Mawson Lakes. 
 
The Year 8 Digital Technology students received a robot 
kit on Wednesday of week 1 this term and in five short 
weeks they put together a robot capable of competing in 
this international competition. A big thank you to the 
Penola Men’s shed who provided a much needed piece 
of angle iron for the robot and Kevin Knott who 
supported the students in producing elements for their 
robot. 
 
This whole experience has been a big learning challenge 
for the students, from the production of the robot, team 
management and strategy to becoming familiar with a 
University Campus. 
 
The team went through scrutineering to ensure their 
robot met the criteria before submitting their 
Engineering workbook and doing a presentation to the 
judges.  After scrutineering, the competition began. 
 
Each robot/team was paired up with another 
robot/team to take on two challenging robots. The 
teams rotated through partners and competitors 
through six qualifying rounds. 
 
Due to some unfortunate circumstances, the PenBots 
had two teams unable to compete with them, leaving 
Penola to challenge two robots on their own. They were 
the only team to face this particular hurdle, which 
impacted their score. 
 
The team did well in the overall awards categories, 
coming second in both the Think Award (Demonstrating 
their Engineering Journey) and the Collins Aerospace 
Innovate Award (thinking outside the box).  In addition, 
the team came third in the Design Award (Functionality 
and aesthetics of the robot) and Motivate Award 
(embracing the Culture of FIRST). 
 
Our students performed extremely well in a new 
environment and should be very proud of their 
achievement. 
 
 

 
 
Student Illness 
 
Parents and students are reminded that if a student is 
feeling unwell or is injured at school, they are to report 
to the front office for assistance.  Students are reminded 
not to text message their parents from their mobile 
phone to ask if they can be collected; they are to report 
to the front office and they can then wait in the Sick 
Room while staff contact their parent/guardian to 
arrange transportation home and the absence can also 
be recorded. 
 

Student Absences SMS (only) 
0400 134 993 

 
South Australian Athletics League 
 
SALA are hosting an athletic event Saturday December 7 
at Vansittart Park (Mount Gambier) and would like to 
extend the invitation to athletes. 
We have a FREE registration for any under 18 
competitor in your area, refer the event link below: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/events/2350010628586986/ 

  

Penola High School 
58th Annual 

Presentation Night 
 

Penola High School 
Wednesday 11 December 2019 

7.30pm 
 

Nibbles from 7.00pm 
Art Display in the Foyer 

 
All students are expected to attend 

and wear school uniform. 

https://www.facebook.com/penolahs/inbox/?mailbox_id=289223271409146&selected_item_id=560200347
https://www.facebook.com/events/2350010628586986/?__mref=mb
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Beach
Energy
Mural
Opening 

PENOLA  HIGH

SCHOOL  STUDENT

OFF IC IAL  OPENING

 

 

 

 

 

FRIDAY  22ND  NOVEMEBER

@  BEACH  ENERGY  OFFICE

OPEN  4 :30PM  UNTIL  6PM

Come along and
see the 
spectacular 
students  work
and enjoy some
light nibbles.


	Year 12 Combined Schools Exhibition
	Aimee Moretti

