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Principal’s Report
Ngaire Benfell

Dear Parents and Caregivers

As Term 2 draws to an end, I refl ect on what has been achieved and look 
to an exci  ng second half of the year. Students are bringing home end of 
semester reports, many of which refl ect growth and improvement. This 
growth has been achieved through working with teachers to set goals, develop good habits and 
form strategies to improve.

Student Free Day
The fi rst Monday of Term 3 will be a Student Free Day. On this day, teachers from Penola High 
School, Allendale East Area School and Kangaroo Inn Area School will travel to Kingston and join 
the Kingston Community School for modera  on of samples of student work. In addi  on, we will 
be working with our Project Offi  cer to increase our knowledge and understanding of how to use 
the Learning Progressions to give feedback that moves the learner forward. The progressions 
help iden  fy where the student is at and what they need to do to move forward and improve. 

Youth Opportuni  es
It was my very great pleasure to welcome friends, family and special guests to the inaugural 
gradua  on of 15 of our students from the Youth Opportuni  es personal leadership program 
on Thursday evening last week. The graduates moved the audience with their speeches about 
how the program had helped them to iden  fy and change behaviours that were inhibi  ng 
them from being their best. It was inspiring to hear about the strategies they learned and 
tools they used to improve self-esteem, mo  va  on to succeed at school, resilience and posi  ve 
communica  on with others. I am very proud of their choice for growth and hope to run the 
program next year for those who missed out this year.

School Improvement
Our Educa  on Director and Principal Consultant, Vonnie Dolling and Dr Ruth Schubert, came 
to the school on Tuesday this week to interview a random selec  on of students about their 
experiences as writers in secondary classrooms. 
Vonnie Dolling indicated she was impressed with the genuine responses from the group with a 
good variety of data collected for school improvement.
When asked for feedback Jye Whitehouse said– “I found it fun, I am not sure that they wrote 
down everything I said, but I am pre  y sure they found Tom’s answers useful”.

New Timetable
The block scheduled  metable has been successfully implemented for Semester 2. Over the last 
two weeks, there has been some interes  ng feedback and observa  ons. Student movement 
around the school has been vastly reduced. Some students and staff  feel that lesson  me is 
more produc  ve and they have more ‘engagement fl ow’ (I get so involved in my work I lose 
track of  me). If you or a young person in your house has some interes  ng feedback, posi  ve or 
for improvement, we would love to hear it. I will conduct a formal review during Term 3.
Genius Hour learning was diverse and very engaging! Students in Year 10 were immersed in 
their STEMIE project while students in Years 8, 9, 11 and 12 got into strategic thinking and team 
work mode to solve problems in a range of Science, Maths, English, Health and PE and HASS 
ac  vi  es. Some students absolutely shone in their capabili  es to coordinate a team, use cri  cal 
and crea  ve thinking, think mathema  cally and scien  fi cally and research eff ec  vely to solve 
a problem.

A very busy and produc  ve term has come to an end. I wish all students and families a safe and 
relaxing break.

  Kind regards
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Important Dates

Monday 22 July 2019
• Student Free Day

Monday 29 July 2019
• Year 5-8 STEM Day

Thursday 1 August 2019
• STEM Immersion Day
• Australian Maths Compe   on

Friday 2 August 2019
• Year 10 - TAFE Try a trade day
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Science and Engineering
Winsley Wighton

As with the 2018 Challenge, Penola High School joined with 
Kingston Community College, to fi eld a full team for the 
Science and Engineering Challenge. Year 10 students formed 
the backbone of our team, with some keen Year 9s stepping 
up to make sure we were well represented.  Students 
tackled a range of problems including building fl at pack 
furniture to bear a heavy load, crea  ng an ar  fi cial hand, 
op  mising power supply to a town and coding using lights.  
Our young people were very focussed throughout the day 
and made sure each team member was fully included in the 
challenges they faced. It is great to see students applying 
the knowledge and skills they have developed throughout 
their formal learning to solving the problems set – STEM at 
its very best!

Youth Opportunities

Seventeen Penola High School students took part in a Youth 
Opportuni  es Personal Leadership program this year. The 
60 hour wellbeing and life skills program ran for one day 
per week for the whole of Term 2. The program is off ered 
to secondary students in schools across metropolitan and 
regional South Australia, and Penola High School was very 
excited to have their students par  cipate. The program 
engaged and extended students’ knowledge and skills in 
areas not typically part of their learning program at school, 
the range of topics including self-confi dence, self-esteem, 
goal planning and mo  va  on for school.
The program culminated in a gradua  on ceremony held 
at the school where trainers and Ngaire Benfell spoke 
about the benefi ts of the course. Each of the students 
read a prepared speech explaining what the program had 
meant to them and what they were taking away from it.  
Students then presented their parents and teachers with 
‘star’ messages. Parents were off ered the opportunity to 
speak in reply and many did. This provided a deeply moving 
culmina  on to the evening. We congratulate all students 
on their achievement.



nurturing individual success

Genius Hour
Chloe Long

As men  oned in the last newsle  er, the school has 
implemented a period of  me on Friday mornings called 
Genuis Hour. With research showing that students in high 
schools need to be prepared for a rapidly changing world 
where cri  cal and crea  ve thinking skills are highly valued, 
students enthusias  cally took to the challenge. In mixed 
teams from years 8, 9, 11 and 12, students worked on 
several mul  -level problems from areas including Maths, 
English, HPE, History and Science. HPE teacher Chloe Long 
said “Senior students have shown leadership skills while 
the other students have been showing high level problem 
solving skills. It is pleasing to see the students have been 
really engaged with this program so far.”

The Penola School Community Library 
will be closed from Tuesday 9 July 2019 to 
Monday 22 July 2019 due to construction on 
the roof. The library will reopen to the public 
on Tuesday 23 July 2019. We apologise for 
any inconvenience this may cause.

PRIOR NOTICE
STUDENT FREE DAY
MONDAY 22 JULY 2019

(First Day of Term 3)

Materials and Services Charge
Vicki McDonald-Burgess

Parents have the op  on of paying the Materials and Services
charge in full or in instalments by cash, cheque, credit card,
e  pos or centrepay system. Parents who wish to pay the
Materials and Services charge and any other school costs,
eg, camps, either in instalments and/or by direct debit and
centrepay system please phone Vicki at the school on 8737
0000 to make the necessary arrangements. The Materials
and Services charge is due and payable by all parents as
soon as possible.

STUDENT ILLNESS
Parents and students are reminded that if a student is feeling 
unwell or is injured at school, they are to report to the front 

offi  ce for assistance. Students are reminded not to text 
message their parent from their mobile phone to ask if they 

can be collected; they are to report to the front offi  ce and they 
can then wait in the Sick Room while staff  contact their parent/
guardian to arrange transporta  on home and the absence can 

also be recorded.

Student Absence SMS (only)
No  fi ca  on number:0400 134 993
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- Term 2 in Pictures -

Year 9 and 10 Visual Arts/Photography class
- Majella Winery Photography Compe   on - Penola Show

Indi Venables and Ella Hutchesson
- Cafe 43

SRC Co-president Brooke Hutchesson
- Refurbishing girls toilets

Chemistry Demonstra  on
- Twilight Tour

Bailey Lindner and Lochy Neale
- Touch Football

Stephen Ryan
- Careers Expo

Kasey Venables, Breanna Lythgo, Harmoniee Smith
- Rostrum Voice of Youth
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TERM 3 2019 CALENDAR  
 
 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 
1 

22/07 
 

STUDENT FREE 
DAY 

23/07 
 
 

24/07 
 
 

25/07 26/07 

Week 
2 

29/07 
 

Year 5-8 STEM day (PHS) 
 
 

30/07 
 

Open Basketball 
 
 

31/07 01/08 
 

Maths competition 
 

STEM Immersion day 

02/08 
 

TAFE Try a Trade day 

Week 
3 

05/08 
 

Year 8/9 and Open Netball 
 
 

06/08 
 
 

07/08 
 

Maths Quiz night 

08/08 
 

Junior debating 

09/08 
 

Senior debating 

Week 
4 

12/08 
 

Year 10 First Aid 
 
 

13/08 
 
 

14/08 15/08 
 
 

16/08 
 
 
 

Week 
5 

19/08 
 

STEM Ideation day 
 

Governing Council meeting 
 

20/08 
 
 

21/08 22/08 
 

SAPOL 
9:00am – Year 11 
11:30am – Year 12 

23/08 

 PENOLA PRIMARY SCHOOL TRANSITION VISIT 
 YEAR 10 WORK EXPERIENCE 
 BOOK WEEK 

Week 
6 

26/08 
 
 

27/08 
 
 

28/08 
 

Café 43 open 
 

Course Counselling night 

29/08 30/08 

Week 
7 

02/09 03/09 
 
 

04/09 
 

Café 43 open 
 

Year 8 Robotics 

05/09 
 

Course Counselling day 
 

STEM Prototype day 

06/09 
 

STUDENT FREE 
DAY 

 

 

Week 
8 

09/09 10/09 
 
 

11/09 
 

Café 43 open 

12/09 
 
 

13/09 
 
 

Week 
9 

16/09 
 

Governing Council meeting 

17/09 18/09 
 

Café 43 open 

19/09 
 

STEM Expo 

20/09 

 REPORT WRITING WEEK 

Week 
10 

23/09 
 
 

24/09 25/09 
 

STEM Stakeholders 

26/09 27/09 
 

STEM celebrations 
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                          STORIES OF ADDICTION  

GRIEF, LOSS AND 

TRIUMPH  
Come and hear stories of lives affected by addiction as       
well as be informed about the resources for help and 
support. 

 

PPenola Sports Club  

66.30pm Wednesday 7tth  AAugust  

$$10 cash oon entry  fforr  ccatering  

  

Guest Speakers: Tim Brennan from Life without Barriers, 
Fiona Ralton and Karen Judd. Q&A and light refreshments 
to Follow. 

 

            A Penola Wellness Group Information evening  
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