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Principal’s Report
Ngaire Benfell

Dear Parents and Caregivers

It has been an amazing start to the term! Attendance on site has steadily 
increased, but teachers and classroom support staff have continued to 
support the learning of both students in classrooms and students learning from home. 
We have learnt to teach and engage in learning in different ways. Parents and caregivers 
have been supportive and communicated very effectively with the school.

This term we will not be playing in the Open Football Competition or the Touch Football 
carnivals where we have excelled as competitors. We will also not be competing in 
the Rostrum Voice of Youth. There will be no John Shaw Nielson Acquisitive Art Prize 
opening, no weekend of festivities for the Penola Coonawarra Arts Festival and we will 
not be testing students in the NAPLAN. However, the Youth Opportunities personal 
leadership program is running, and ten of our Year 10 students are developing their 
personal leadership skills and achieving 10 SACE credits upon completion of the course 
online.  In the middle of Week 4 we will be holding Parent/Teacher/Student interviews 
where you will be able to choose your preferred method for the discussion. Around 
Week 7, we are planning to hopefully hold our annual Twilight Tour for prospective 
2021 enrolments. This event is led by the SRC and students of Penola High School and 
is a showcase of their leadership and participation skills. School sport is on the Federal 
agenda for discussion in regard to lifting restrictions, and I’m sure most of us can’t wait 
for the return of some of the activities that Penola High School engages in and enjoys 
every year.

Our students know that we are all working hard to make sure they are safe. In addition 
to continued encouragement and reminders to wash hands, all classrooms are provided 
with hand sanitiser.  Unless students or members of their family are in vulnerable 
categories, we strongly encourage them to return to school for in-class learning.
My greatest hope, ‘that our school would be open for business and busy with students 
learning in classrooms as soon as possible and that learning from home has been a 
successful and fair way for students to learn in the meantime’, has been realised. 
We congratulate two of our staff, Jessie Cope and Aimee Moretti, who both delivered 
healthy little girls in the school holidays. We have only been able to view photos, but we 
look forward to the ‘new normal’ when we will be able to admire our new additions in 
a more up close and personal way (appropriately socially distanced of course!)

Stay safe

  Kind regards

Issue 6 7 May 2020

Important Dates
Wednesday 20 May 2020
• Parent/Teacher Interviews
• Year 10 Immunisations

Wednesday 3 June 2020
• Twilight Tour

Contents
Principal’s Report
ANZAC Day
School Card
Secondhand Uniforms
Parent/Teacher/Student 
Interviews
Cows Create Careers
Year 13 Expo
Riddles & Conundrums



nurturing individual success

School Card
Vicki McDonald-Burgess

The School Card scheme offers financial assistance with 
school fees (materials and services charges) for students 
attending government schools.
The School Card subsidy for 2020 for a secondary student 
is $322.00. For families that have experienced either a 
downturn or loss of income due to COVID-19, please 
contact Vicki McDonald-Burgess at Penola High School on 
8737 0000, as you may now be eligible for School Card in 
2020.

Secondhand Uniforms
Vicki McDonald-Burgess

We are currently looking for secondhand uniforms! If you 
have any secondhand uniforms you no longer need, please 
drop your clean items into the front office at school.

ANZAC Day
Miriam Williams

Anzac Day was a little different this year, but the opportunity 
to honour the fallen; to commemorate the many battles 
won and lost; and the chance to share and re-live many 
memories remembered remained the same.
Miriam Williams attended the Penola War Memorial Park 
on Saturday 25 April 2020 to to lay a wreath on behalf of 
Penola High School.

MEDIA RELEASE
May 2020

Cows Create Careers offers
Bright Future for online students

Calves are set to star on the small-screen this year as 
students across Australia learn and explore dairy industry 

careers in the virtual-classroom.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, Dairy Australia’s popular 
Cows Create Careers project will be delivered via an online 

hub for Term 2, 2020. The hub offers various curriculum 
options - ‘Normal’, ‘Reduced’ and ‘Easy to Implement’ 
- so schools can choose the option that best suits their 

requirements.

Each school is provided with dairy industry curriculum and 
ongoing support for years 7-11, at no cost. And while the 
students may not get a ‘hands-on’ this year, Cows Create 

Careers remains highly engaging through fun industry-
based resources.

Students will take an online journey through Willbrae Farm 
where they will be introduced to two dairy calves, ‘Bright’ 
and ‘Future’. Over five weeks, students will find out how to 
care for the calves and watch them grow through engaging 

videos. Students will also learn about the environment, 
technology and machinery used on farm through quirky 

activities and competitions. As with all Cows Create 
Careers resources, the online program prioritises student 

learning and aligns with ACARA curriculum.

Cows Create Careers has a rich history. The popular project 
was originally established in 2004 with dairy farmers in 
the Strzelecki Lions Club in Victoria and nine Gippsland 
schools. Since 2006 the project has been supported by 
Dairy Australia, Regional Development Programs, dairy 

farmers and sponsors. 

This term, 110 schools will complete the project across 
New South Wales, South Australia, Victoria and Western 

Australia.

And while they may be learning online, students will still 
have the opportunity to win some great prizes. Upon 

completion of the project students and teachers will be 
recognised for their success in the program.

Parent/Teacher/Student Interviews

All families would have received email, text and a hard copy 
information with regards to the Parent/Teacher/Student 
interviews. Please have your child return the interview 
request slip, or alternatively email or phone the school with 
your preferred times. Parent/Teacher/Student interviews 
are being held on Wednesday 20 May 2020, 1:30-7:00pm.
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Riddles
Solving puzzles can be a rewarding experience, and if you have that sort of mind that relishes lateral thinking then you will enjoy 
the next 2 pages of this newsletter, which is packed with a vast assortment of puzzles that will stretch your mind in all directions.

1 A cow is tied to a 4 metre long rope. There is food 20 
metres away from the cow. However, the cow manages to 
go to the food and eat it. How come?

2 A man lives on the 12th floor, every day he takes the 
elevator to go to work. When he comes back in the 
evening, unless it is raining or there are other people in 
the elevator, he goes with it just to the 8th floor and then 
uses the stairs for the last 4 floors. Why does he do this?

A

A REBUS is a picture representation of a name, work, 
or phrase. Each “rebus” puzzle box below portrays a 
common word or phrase. Can you guess what it is? 

4 In the figure, you can see nine stars. What you have to do 
is connect all of them by using just four line and without 
lifting your hand i.e. in a continuous flow. Can you find a 
method to achieve it?

5

& Conundrums

I am a word of six; my first three letters refer to an 
automobile; my last three letters refer to a household 
animal; my first four letters is a fish; my whole is found in 
your room. What am I?

ANSWERS:
1 The rope was only tied to the cow, so
    it was free to move.
2 The man is very short. Unless he has
   an umbrella or can ask other people
   to press the button for him, he can’t
   make the elevator go to the 12th floor. 
3 a) Eyeshadow b) Back in the day
   c) Go down in flames.

B

C

3

4

5 Carpet
6 $40

6 I had a wad of money in my pocket. I gave half away and 
of what remained, I spent half. Then, I lost five dollars. 
That left me with just five bucks. How much money did I 
start with?


