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Principal’s Report
Lesley Okholm

Dear Parents/Caregivers

We farewelled our Year 12 students last week, ending the formal 
lessons they will have with us as they head into final assessments and exams. From all 
accounts, their final assembly which was led by our Year 11s, was an emotional and 
fitting way to celebrate their achievements as learners across many years. I sincerely 
apologise for my absence due to illness.

Leaders 2022
As we farewell this group, we excitedly prepare to welcome in our next Leadership 
team. This year we were thrilled to have healthy competition to lead our students and I 
now wish to congratulate the following:

SRC Presidents: Logan Burr and Georgia Winter
SRC Executive Members:
Secretary: Aaron Zerk
Treasurer: Kasey Venables
Public Relations: Amelia Henry

The willingness of these young people to step up and take on these traditional and new 
positions is heart-warming and certainly shows their ability to look beyond themselves 
and toward the betterment of our whole school. The growth in student voice this year 
looks certain to be even stronger in 2022 and it is well known that students who have a 
voice, achieve great things.

Making a difference: Attendance
Last Monday we met as a full staff to look at how we are tracking around student 
learning outcomes, by looking at a range of information/data including tests like 
NAPLAN, surveys, like our student wellbeing one, attendance and grades that we have 
given all year across all students.

We use this to then decide how we can improve. We, as teachers and SSOs will bend 
over backwards to make learning fit student needs, tweaking how we teach as we go. 
We do an enormous amount of professional learning to ensure what we are doing is 
supported by current research and is shown to make a difference.

However, we cannot do this in isolation from our families and community and currently 
we are alarmed by around 15% of students who OFTEN do not attend school, and 
another 20% who regularly miss school. These absences are often unexplained or 
‘family’ in nature.

I believe that EVERY parent and family can help us make huge changes for every young 
person and their life choices IF we have them at school on a regular basis. I challenge 
you to make this your business from now on. Education is an amazing privilege we have 
for all young people in Australia and we should not underestimate it.

Please contact myself, Judy Goodes or Jessie Cope if you need help getting your young 
person to come to school.
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Important Dates
Monday 8 Nov-Friday12 Nov 2021
• PE Week

Monday 8 November 2021
• 5-A-Side Soccer

Tuesday 9 November 2021
• Staff v Student Competition

Wednesday 10 November 2021
• Lawn Bowls

Friday 12 November 2021
• Festival of Sport

Monday 15 November 2021
• Transition Evening
• First Aid (half day)

Tue 16 Nov-Wed 17 Nov 2021
• Year 7 Transition

Thu 18 Nov-Fri 19 Nov 2021
• Year 6 Transition
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Building upgrades
I guess that while we have been so very lucky in remaining COVID free, the works we have planned for our school have hit 
yet another ‘speed bump’. Due to there being an extreme shortage of building supplies owing to COVID, our conversion 
of the Year 7/8 space and the community doorway into the Library are unable to be completed for the start of the 2022 
school year.

Personally, and for Penola High School, I am extremely disappointed that all of our planning over 2 years still will not be 
in place for our new students, however ‘all good things come to those who wait’ is an oldie that we need to fall back on 
for now. What I know is that this work IS going to happen and when it does, we will offer facilities which are modern, 
functional and the best fit for our middle school learners.

On a better note, it is exciting to see the work occurring around Café 43. I thank most sincerely Ben Henry and family for 
the massive work clearing the block around the Café, Penola High School staff and their band of Year 9 helpers, and Matt 
Phillips for their work on trees and building garden beds. Also thank you to all community members/businesses who have 
helped us out with materials, including Gambier Earth Movers, Penola Hardware and Penola Primary School (seedlings).

Finally, the work our Year 10s are doing with Aimee Moretti on murals around our garden beds is starting to come to 
fruition and will be a vibrant and exciting vista in the quad area. Students being able to take on school community projects 
as part of their learning is invaluable and instils a sense of pride in us all.

Work in progress......

Staffing 2022
I am pleased to be able to announce the appointment of Hillary Trotter as our Deputy Principal for the next 4 years. Hillary 
brings to us enormous experience and skills at Senior Secondary level.

In announcing this, it is with some sadness that I let you know that Judy Goodes is pursuing her passion for primary 
education in 2022 by taking on the Principal’s role at Padthaway Primary School for 6 months. Her energy and passion to 
support the young people of Penola and District this year has been second to none, and she will be missed.

      Kind regards
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Student Representative Council
Olivia Jaeschke

On Thursday 28 October 2021 the Student Representative 
Council celebrated a successful year of fundraising and 
implementing positive change to the school community, as 
well as farewelling this year’s Co-Presidents Ella Hutchesson 
and Charlotte Neale.

This year the SRC organised and implemented many amazing 
projects, including Shelley Crawford and Taylah Burr who 
worked hard on setting up a regular and sustainable canteen 
structure 2 days a week, Georgia Winter who managed the 
planning of the School Formal fundraiser for Dolly Dream, 
and senior students who went to Governing Council about 
the addition of grey track pants to the school uniform. The 
SRC were also involved in supporting many other causes 
throughout the year.

We look forward to the 2022 Student Representative 
Council continuing on this years success.

Defence Force Recruiting
Shelly Crawford and Skylar Petrie

Year 9 students Shelley Crawford and Skylar Petrie recently 
went to Adelaide to visit the Defence Force Recruiting 
Office. They learnt the pathways you can choose from in 
the Defence Force and the different career opportunities 
available. They also heard about leadership roles and what 
courses can be taken to achieve this goal.

Penola High School
60th Annual

Presentation Night
Penola High School

Wednesday 8 December 2021
7.15pm for a 7.30pm start

Art Display in the Foyer

All students are expected to attend and wear 
school uniform.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, all family 
members must book a seat. We are required 
to allocate designated seating for the public 

attending the event.
Please phone 8737 0000 to reserve a seat.

Students do not need seats booked.

Clothing Donation
Riley Edwards

As a part of the Partnership Innovation Projects curriculum, 
Riley Edwards and Archer Virtanen have organised a 
fundraiser for the charity ‘Treasure Boxes’.
Treasure Boxes is an Adelaide based charity, providing 
support to families around the state who are struggling 
to provide their kids with the essentials of life such as, 
bedding, clothing, toys and meals. Circumstances could be 
due to poverty, homelessness, and/or domestic violence. 
The boys are calling for donations of toys, books, clothing – 
especially teen clothing. If you are able to help, please drop 
into Penola High School.
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Year 12 Last Day
Mike Hentschke

Our 2021 Year 12s finished their formal learning last Friday, being the last day of scheduled lessons.
Their day started with breakfast at Greenrise. To the teacher’s surprise and amusement, each student came dressed as a 
staff member. It showed great imagination and creativity as they modelled us very well.
The Year 12s then returned to school to welcome younger students into the newly decorated foyer. It is always amusing 
to see the pranks and tricks of the Year 12 class for that year.
Our Year 11s hosted the formal farewell assembly for the Year 12s. This assembly heard a farewell message from Princpal, 
Lesley Okholm, which was read in her absence by Judy Goodes. Year 12 Leader, Mike Hentschke also reflected on the 
student’s time at Penola High School and the varied opportunities that lie ahead of them.
A final report from our SRC leaders Ella Hutchesson and Charlotte Neale was followed by Tom Skeer and Stella Glynn 
speaking about reaching the completion of Year 12.
The traditional morphed photos show the student changes from Year 1 to Year 12. The Year 12s prepared a video that 
reflected on activities over their time at Penola High School.
Thanks go to the Year 11 students for hosting this assembly and to their homegroup teachers Tara Millard and Andi Zerk 
for their assistance in its organisation.
Again 2021 has thrown some challenges at our Year 12s, but as they now finalise assessment items and complete their 
exams - they have shown resilience and determination to complete the year in a positive manner.
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Recently Shane and Kerry McPherson from Penola IGA  
generously donated sausages and bread for a FREE sausage 
sizzle at Penola High School.
Staff and students enjoyed a sausage for lunch, some 
even two. The school community greatly appreciates their 
amazing donation.

Year 9 Home Economics
Andi Zerk

As part of the Year 9 Home Economics course, students 
researched the packaging process of foods. They learnt  
about protection from damage/contamination to ensure 
consumers buy in the best condition, as well as how the 
right packaging helps to preserve the food and increase the 
shelf life. Students were also given information about the 
characteristics of good packaging and how the label should 
be appealing to the consumer.
Students then created their own biscuits and designed their 
own packaging, including the nutritional values.
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