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Acting Principal’s Report
Lesley Okholm

Dear Parents and Caregivers

We have had a very productive start to Term 3 with our students now well 
into Semester 2 learning. I look forward to a busy term as I stand in for Ngaire 
Benfell who has much deserved leave. I am excited about the leaders who 
work with me at this time, and encourage you all to connect with Chloe Long (Acting Deputy 
Principal), Jane Pryor (Middle Years Coordinator) or Olivia Jaeschke (Wellbeing) if you have 
any issues you need support with. Positive communication between home and school ALWAYS 
impacts on students and their learning. It can be easy when we are worried about our children 
to get upset or anxious, however I would ask that you always ensure calls, emails or visits are 
calm and respectful, modelling for the students how to solve problems in life.

Year 8 Meetings
I have thoroughly enjoyed meeting with all Year 8 students and their parents over the past week, 
with the aim of establishing common expectations around learning and learning behaviour. It 
has been satisfying to hear parents clearly echo what our school believes is positive behaviour, 
and I acknowledge the support each and every one has given to this process.
Last Friday our middle years teachers worked with Michael Mattei, from Paralowie HS, to better 
understand and develop guided reading and close reading with this group. 
We have noted poor literacy levels in a high percentage of the class so will soon introduce 
targeted in-class support to students based on giving them texts at an instructional level. 
Too often in all subjects, students come across texts which they cannot understand or make 
connections with. By knowing their current reading level and building specific reading skills, 
we hope to see more engagement in learning and improved results. Kate Jones and Miriam 
Williams are leading this work, supported by Dave Vannini and Jo Skeer.

Penola HS attendance
Student attendance for Week 1 of the term is very 
concerning. 20% absence is considered extremely high by 
the Department for Education.
Attendance at school contributes to a community that is well 
educated, healthier, employed, financially independent and 
more empowered.
Young people who do not regularly attend school miss out 
on planned learning experiences, sequences of instruction 

and class participation. The impact of this loss is compounded with each absence.
Often students say they ‘slept in’ and therefore did not come. I would ask that parents and 
caregivers make every attempt to get these young people to school regardless of lateness. It 
becomes more and more difficult for them to feel a valued part of a class and to be able to keep 
up with important learning, each day they miss. I will be focussing on attendance this term and 
hope to be able to celebrate this percentage growing over the course of the term. Let me know 
if you need help getting your young person to school.

Sports Carnivals return
How lucky we are that South Australia can once again provide our students with opportunities 
to participate as proud members of Penola High School in sporting competitions. Chloe Long 
and Joshua Pearce have been working to organise events, and all the necessary paperwork, for 
teams so I look forward to hearing how well individuals and teams perform in coming weeks. 
We have a very strong history of great sportsmanship especially in how we encourage each 
other to perform to our best. It has been a hard year without sports but they are back!!
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Important Dates
Tuesday 4 August 2020
• Open Boys Football

Wednesday 5 August 2020
• MASA Quiz Night

Monday 10 August 2020
• Knock Out Netball

Monday 17 August 2020
• Governing Council Meeting

Wednesday 19 August 2020
• Course Counselling Night
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Course Counselling
Chloe Long

During Term 3 course counselling and subject selection for our 
Year 8 to 11 students will take place. This will require counselling 
interviews with Year 10 and 11 students as they select subjects 
for Stages 1 and 2 of their SACE. There will be a Parent 
Information Night on Wednesday 19 August 2020. Information 
for senior students including subject selection with the SACE will 
be available on this night. The role of Vocational Education will 
also be covered in this session. Students will receive information 
during Learning for Life sessions and Personal Learning Plan (PLP) 
lessons to allow them to make the most suitable selections for 
their future. Well considered selections are important as they 
provide the data for class allocations and timetabling for 2021. 
We encourage parents to discuss the options and selections 
with their child to help them complete the relevant subject 
selection forms. This year we are also offering an optional course 
counselling interview for students in Years 8 and 9, an invitation 
to attend these sessions will be sent out closer to the date.

The key dates for the counselling process: 
• Wed 12 Aug - Curriculum Booklet available online 
• Wed 19 Aug - Parent Information Night 
• Mon 24 Aug - Subject Selection Forms to students
• Mon 31 Aug – Subject Selection Forms returned 
• Thu 3 Sep - Course Counselling Day

A Course Counselling session cannot occur without the Subject 
Selection Form being returned to the school.

Year 7 to High School
Jane Pryor

Transitioning to high school is an important step for all primary 
school students. Penola High School and our feeder schools, 
Penola, Nangwarry and Kalangadoo Primary Schools, and Mary 
Mackillop Memorial School will be working together to make this 
experience as positive and exciting as possible for all students. 
Facilitating the planning for continuity of learning requires 
leaders, teachers and parents to support the processes for their 
young adolescents to ensure their needs are met. Productive and 
supportive working relationships are key elements in the process. 
Students are to be nurtured, engaged and challenged, and given 
the same opportunities to reach their full potential in their new 
learning environment. Our focus is to develop students who 
are independent lifelong learners, through building confidence, 
resilience, capacity and motivation. Assisting them to create a 
sense of belonging, and providing experiences that will deepen 
metacognition are paramount to their success.
Establishing a culture of learning in a safe environment is essential, 
particularly for their wellbeing, where building relationships and 
trust are imperative. Leaders are meeting to begin planning to 
implement strategies to involve leaders, teachers, students 
and the parent community in the journeys our adolescents will 
make over the next months. These actions are being designed to 
support Year 7 students transitioning in 2021, as well as the Year 
6 and 7 students in 2022.

Acting Principal’s Report continued...

Building Changes and the Community Library
There’s been some discussion about the future of the community 
library in light of the improvements we are considering for our 
school. 
This week Ngaire Benfell and Vicki McDonald-Burgess met with 
key Department staff in Adelaide to identify how far our funding 
could stretch in order to create exciting new spaces in the school.
Alongside this I met with Wattle Range Council members and our 
Education Director early this week to consider the concerns we 
have noted via Facebook etc from the Community.
I would like to reassure you, that due to insufficient funding, the 
community library will remain as it is and that the public will 
continue to have access to the facility as a self-contained space 
with separation between community users and students. 
As a school, our philosophy is that we are at the heart of the 
community and we are pleased that the library is a service that 
we can support and provide for local people.
We are still working with our architect on plans to improve other 
aspects of our school and will share the designs with the school 
community and wider public when they are finalised.
I would ask that if you have any concerns, that you take the 
opportunity to ask the questions of myself or Vicki, rather than 
‘stew’ over what you imagine might be happening. Social media 
can stir emotions and often leads to misinformation being given.

 Kind regards

Tumblein
Chloe Long

Members of BaptistCare SA visited Penola High School 
this week to allow students to participate in introductory 
sessions with regards to the Tumblein program. The 
program is offered to years 9 and 10, and is designed to 
support and enhance young people’s learning experiences 
by addressing their wellbeing and resilience. Students 
joined together in activities based on choices they make in 
life and how they can understand what is and what isn’t in 
their control throughout life. We look forward to some of 
our students joining the program.
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Aquinas College Open Days 2020
Saturday 15 &  Sunday 16 August  9am-4pm

Call in, meet some current students and let them show you around.
No pre-booking needed. Visit our website for more information www.aquinas.edu.au

Aquinas College, 1 Palmer Place, North Adelaide SA 5006
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Thursday 20 August 2020
12:00pm – 1:00pm
City Hall, 
The Riddoch & Main Corner Complex

Suitable for high school students
Grades 8, 9, 10. 
Bookings essential.
Free.

MOUNT GAMBIER LIBRARY PRESENTS
National Science Week

Mount Gambier Library hosts Australian conservationist and
marine biologist, Dr. Mike Bossley along with Adelaide children’s
fiction author and Skipper Brian Gillan presenting: 
'Plastic is tragic'.

Mount Gambier Library
6  Watson Terrace, Mount Gambier SA 5290

(08) 8721 2540
publiclibrary@mountgambier.sa.gov.au


