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Principal’s Report
Ngaire Benfell

Dear Parents and Caregivers

We have reached the end of week 4, Term 1 and already there have been 
many achievements on our journey of “nurturing individual success” for all 
our students.

Year 8 camp
The Year 8 class and their teachers have returned from their three-day camp, where they 
engaged in many ac  vi  es designed to foster working together, ge   ng involved and challenging 
themselves. Camps are wonderful learning experiences, as evidenced by the number of Year 
12 graduates who refer to their school camps as defi ning experiences in their secondary school 
educa  on. We thank the teachers, without whom these experiences would not be possible, for 
their  reless eff orts in planning and facilita  ng the 2020 Year 8 camp.

A  endance
At Penola High School, we believe that a  endance is linked strongly to the achievement, 
growth and development of every student. It has been a mixed start to regular a  endance for 
diff erent year levels. For the fi rst four weeks of the year, Year 8 students have averaged 88.3% 
a  endance, Year 9 average is 84.3%, Year 10 average is 90.5%, Year 11 average is 74% and Year 
12 is 92.3%. While Year 11 a  endance may look concerning, a number of students are absent 
on certain days as they study programs in other places such as Millicent and Mount Gambier. 
The Department for Educa  on seeks all schools to achieve a  endance rates of around 95%. 
Well done to all students and their families who have achieved 95% and higher. You are crea  ng 
the condi  ons for learning growth through regular school a  endance. If you are struggling to 
achieve regular a  endance pa  erns please don’t hesitate to contact the school for support 
with successful strategies. 

Student Free Day – Restora  ve Prac  ces
On Wednesday February 19, over 100 educators from the South East, par  cipated in Restora  ve 
Prac  ces training, held at Penola High School in our hall. Restora  ve Prac  ce is a strategy that 
seeks to repair rela  onships that have been damaged and is par  cularly successful in doing 
so when bullying has occurred. This leads to healthier interpersonal rela  onships and be  er 
learning.

Student Achievements
On Friday February 14, many of our students travelled to the Interschool Swimming Carnival to 
compete as members of the combined small schools team. I was thrilled to learn that our Open 
Boys Relay team won their event but of greater signifi cance is the way in which Penola High 
School students represent themselves when they compete. They show values of commitment 
and integrity, they always demonstrate great sportsmanship and they are suppor  ve and 
encouraging team members.

Next week, I am looking forward to our senior students compe  ng in the annual Lions Youth of 
the Year event where, every year, they excel in their courage and public speaking skills.

  Kind regards
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Important Dates
Monday 24 February 2020
• PHS Interhouse Athle  cs Trials

Wednesday 26 February 2020
• 1500m

Thursday 27 February 2020
• PHS Interhouse Athle  cs Carnival

Tue 3 February-Fri 6 February 2020
• Outdoor Educa  on Camp

Monday 9 March 2020
• Adelaide Cup Public Holiday

Wednesday 18 March 2020
• Interschool Athle  cs Carnival
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Open Boys Cricket
Chloe Long

This year has seen a change in the Open Boys cricket format. This 
meant that Penola High School played two T20 games against 
Naracoorte High School and Millicent High School. In the fi rst 
game Naracoorte High School won the toss and sent Penola into 
the fi eld. It didn’t take long for Penola to get their fi rst wicket, 
due to Ryan Zerk’s bowling and the safe hands of Thomas Currie. 
The Penola boys con  nued to play well, while the inexperienced 
Naracoorte team struggled against our strong bowlers, making a 
total of 84.
The second innings started with Ty Dinnison and Aaron Zerk 
opening the ba   ng, however some miscommunica  on between 
the batsmen saw Aaron run out early in the partnership. Jacob 
Robbie was our second wicket to fall early, seeing him walk off  the 
ground for 2. Penola High School soon li  ed with Joel Virtanen 
making 56 not out to allow us to come away with the win.
Game 2 saw us take on a strong Millicent High School team. Once 
again, the fi rst innings saw Penola High School out in the fi eld. 
The boys had their opportuni  es early in the game, dropping the 
opening batsman on 3 diff erent occasions. Althought it wasn’t 
long before Aaron Zerk got our fi rst breakthrough, ge   ng 2 
wickets quickly to get Penola back into the game. The end of the 
fi rst innings saw Millicent High School with 191 runs - a huge 
target for Penola High School.
Penola went into the second innings ready to chase down the 
big score with Aaron Zerk and Ty Dinnison opening the ba   ng. 
Having worked out the communica  on issue from the fi rst game, 
both boys made a few runs before ge   ng caught in the fi eld. 
Jacob Robbie improved in this game, top scoring for the team, 
with a score of 25, however, Millicent’s bowling line up proved 
too strong for Penola, ge   ng the boys all out for 66.

Interschool Swimming
Chloe Long

On Friday 14 February 2020, Penola High School travelled to 
Mount Gambier to compete at the Interschool Swimming. Penola 
High School students combined with students from Millicent 
High School and Naracoorte High School to make the ‘Combined 
Schools Team’. Interschool Swimming is an opportunity for our 
students to achieve personal bests and make new friends. 
Our students were very compe   ve for the day, with all 
swimming in the highest of spirits and trying their hardest in 
every single event. All the students who put their hand up to 
compete, and maybe put themselves out of their comfort zones 
should be proud. 
Some highlights for the day were Lochy Neale ge   ng a 3rd in 
the Under 15 Boys Freestyle and a 2nd in the under 15 boys 
Backstroke, Olivia Berkin swam well in her individual events 
placing in the Under 15s Freestyle and Ryan Zerk found some 
form and fi nished off  his last ever interschool swimming event 
with a 3rd in the Open Freestyle event. The Combined Schools 
team showed team work pays off , ge   ng places in the Under 15 
Male, Under 15 female, and under 16 Female Freestyle relays. 
The last race of the day was the Open Male Freestyle, this was 
the Combined schools team last chance to get a 1st placing for 
the day. The boys dug deep, worked hard and came away with 
the win. Penola High School students should be proud of their 
sportsmanship and teamwork throughout the day. Many thanks 
to Millicent High School and Naracoorte High School for all their 
hard work throughout the day. Also, thanks to Kevin Kno   for 
helping out by offi  cia  ng on the day.

Tuesday 25 February 2020
Penola High School

7:15pm
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Year 8 Camp
Sam Matthews

The Year 8 Camp was held on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
of week 3 this term. Nineteen students boarded the bus to travel 
to Naracoorte Caves and stay at the Wirreanda Bunkhouse. The 
teachers who a  ended were Ms. Pryor and Mr. Ma  hews. There 
were a range of ac  vi  es including guided tours by Na  onal Park 
staff  and a range of team building and rela  onship ac  vi  es run 
by teachers.

The group arrived at the Wirreanda Bunkhouse on Day 1 at about 
11am. A  er working out the sleeping arrangements, running 
through the planned program and having some lunch we set out 
for our fi rst cave tour. Danielle from the Na  onal Parks and Wildlife 
Service (NPWS) met the group at the entrance to Victoria Caves. 
The group was taken on a tour of the extensive cave system, they 
learnt about how diff erent rock forma  ons were created and 
how animals ended up in the cave system and their fossils were 
so well preserved. The students were fascinated in the examples 
of fossils of animals from the age of the megafauna including 
the fi erce Thylacoleo also known as a Marsupial Lion which has 
been ex  nct for over 40 thousand years. A  er this students 
con  nued to learn more about Megafauna and Australian 
animals with Danielle at the Wonambi Fossil Centre. Students 
then enjoyed playing on the Naracoorte Caves Fossil Hunters 
Nature Playground. A  er returning to the accommoda  on the 
student work groups cooked hamburgers for dinner, watched a 
movie on the projector in the ac  vi  es room and then headed to 
their rooms ready for bed.

A  er breakfast on day 2 the group headed over to a self guided 
walk which included informa  onal signs about the caves 
and their history, the plants and animals in the area and gave 
students a view into the Blanche Cave system. The group then 
met Kev from NPWS for a guided tour of the Blanche Caves. He 
fi rst took the group into a large room with a projector screen and 
other screens that were able to show video of bats inside the 
Blanche Cave system. Kev explained that the southern bent-wing 
bat found in these caves is cri  cally endangered. Students were 
shown cameras in one of the caves that used infrared signals 
which allowed black and white video of the bats to be seen. They 
also saw vision of thousands of bats in another cave that showed 
brightly coloured images from thermal cameras. Kev then took 
us on a tour inside a larger sec  on of the Blanche cave system 
that had no bats because there were too many openings and 
too much light inside. These caves were massive and there was a 
large stage inside which Kev explained was used for concerts and 
weddings that are regularly held in the cave. A  er this tour we 
headed back to the campsite for diff erent workgroups to prepare 
lunch.  
A  er lunch students par  cipated in a range of ac  vi  es in their 
workgroups and Miss Cope visited the camp to support the 
ac  vi  es and she also helped to tally the results. First students 
undertook an Atlas, Geography and riddle challenge. Then they 
headed outside to the tennis courts and par  cipated in a round 
robin tennis tournament and a frisbee throw compe   on. The 
ac  vi  es fi nished off  with a balloon popping game and then 
it was  me for another work group to cook the barbeque and 
get everything ready for dinner. A  er dinner the group headed 
back to Blanche caves to see the bats fl y out at dusk. They then 
returned to camp and headed for bed.
On Day 3 students packed up their accomoda  on and made a 
sandwich ready for a picnic lunch. The group then set out on a 
walk to the Stoney Point Picnic area and Miss Jones visited to 
join in. It was a warm sunny day and everybody was happy to 
rest in the shade and eat their lunch when we got there. On the 
return to the campsite the school bus collected the group and 
everybody was glad to be heading home a  er a busy few days 
full of ac  vi  es and opportuni  es to build rela  onships.
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1 9.15 U14 G 100m 
2  U14 B 100m 
3  U15 G 100m 
4  U15 B 100m 
5  Open G 100m 
6  Open B 100m 
7  U14 G Long Jump (P1) 
8  U14 B Long Jump (P2) 
9  U15 G Javelin 

10  U15 B Discus 
11  Open G Shot Put (S1) 
12  Open B Shot Put (S2) 
13 9.30 U14 G 90m Hurdles (76cm) 
14  U14 B 90m Hurdles (76cm) 
15  U15 G 90m Hurdles (76cm) 
16  U15 B 90m Hurdles (76cm) 
17  Open G 100m Hurdles (76cm) 
18  Open B 100m Hurdles (84cm) 
19 9.50 U14 G High Jump (HJ1) 
20  U14 B High Jump (HJ2) 
21  U15 G Discus 
22  U15 B Javelin 
23  Open G Triple Jump (P1) 
24  Open B Triple Jump (P2) 
25 10.05 U14 G 400m Walk 
26  U14 B 400m Walk 
27  U15 G 400m Walk 
28  U15 B 400m Walk 
29  OG 400m Walk 
30  OB 400m Walk 
31 10.30 Junior G Sack Race 
32  Junior B Sack Race 
33  Senior G Sack Race 
34  Senior B Sack Race 
35  U14 G Shot Put (S1) 
36  U14 B Shot Put (S2) 
37  U15 G Triple Jump (P1) 
38  U15 B Triple Jump (P2) 
39  Open G Javelin 
40  Open B Discus 
41 10.55 U14 G 800m 
42  U14 B 800m 
43  U15 G 800m 
44  U15 B 800m 
45  Open G 800m 
46  Open B 800m 

47 11.05 U14 G Triple Jump (P1) 
48  U14 B Triple Jump (P2) 
49  U15 G High Jump (HJ1) 
50  U15 B High Jump (HJ2) 
51  Open G Discus 
52  Open B Javelin 
53 11.30 Junior G 3-Legged Race 
54  Junior B 3-Legged Race 
55  Senior G 3-Legged Race 
56  Senior B 3-Legged Race 
57 11.40 U14 G Discus 
58  U14 B Javelin 
59  U15 G Shot Put (S1) 
60  U15 B Shot Put (S2) 
61  Open G Long Jump (P1) 
62  Open B Long Jump(P2) 
63 12.00 U14 G 400m 
64  U14 B 400m 
65  U15 G 400m 
66  U15 B 400m 
67  Open G 400m 
68  Open B 400m 
69 12.25 Junior G Tug-O-War 
70 12.35-1.00 Junior B Tug-O-War 

LUNCH BREAK 
71 1.00 Senior G Tug-O-War 
72  Senior B Tug-O-War 
73 1.10 U14 G 200m 
74  U14 B 200m 
75  U15 G 200m 
76  U15 B 200m 
77  Open G 200m 
78  Open B 200m 
79 1.20 U14 G Javelin 
80  U14 B Discus 
81  U15 G Long Jump (P1) 
82  U15 B Long Jump (P2) 
83  Open G High Jump (HJ1) 
84  Open B High Jump (HJ2) 
85 1.45 Junior G Obstacle Race 
86  Junior B Obstacle Race 
87  Senior G Obstacle Race 
88  Senior B Obstacle Race 
89 2.10 Junior G Relay 
90  Junior B Relay 
91  Senior G Relay 
92  Senior B Relay 
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Materials & Services Charge & School Card

Families who were eligible for School Card in 2019 MUST re-apply for School Card in 2020
Applica  on forms are available from the school or families may apply online at the following link:
h  ps://www.sa.gov.au/topics/educa  on-and-learning/fi nancial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme
If you have children a  ending diff erent schools (ie secondary and/or primary), a separate applica  on form must be completed 
for those a  ending secondary school and those a  ending primary school. However, if you apply online the online applica  on for 
all children can be completed altogether. We encourage all parents to review their fi nancial circumstances carefully to see if their 
students’ educa  on costs can be fi nanced in this manner. Please note that those students in receipt of School Card will have the 
School Materials & Services charge automa  cally deducted.
Payment of Materials & Services Charge. Parents have the op  on of paying the Materials and Services charge in full or in instalments 
by cash, cheque, credit card, e  pos, direct credit or centrepay system. Parents who wish to pay the Materials and Services charge 
and any other school costs, ie camps etc by instalments, via the centrepay system and/or by direct credit must contact Vicki at the 
school on 8737 0000 to complete the required paperwork. The Materials and Services charge is due and payable by all parents as 
soon as possible.
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TERM 1 2020 CALENDAR 
 

 MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY 

Week 
1 

27/1 

 
AUSTRALIA DAY 

HOLIDAY 

28/1 
 

Swimming Carnival 
Nominations Due 

29/1 30/1 
 
 

31/1 
 

PHS INTERHOUSE 
SWIMMING CARNIVAL 

Week 
2 

3/02 
 
 

4/2 
 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

5/2 
 

FAMILY BBQ/ 
INFO SESSIONS 

6/2 
 

OPEN GIRLS CRICKET 
 

 

7/2 

Week 
3 

10/02 
 

OPEN BOYS CRICKET 
 
 

11/02 12/2 13/2 
 

Violence Prevent Workshop 
Year 9-12 

 
 

14/2 
 

INTERSCHOOL SWIMMING 

  YEAR 8 CAMP  

Week 
4 

17/2 
 
 

18/2 
 
 

19/2 
 

STUDENT 
FREE DAY 

20/2 
 
 

21/2 

Week 
5 

24/2 
 

PHS INTERHOUSE 
ATHLETICS TRIALS 

 
 

25/2 26/2 
 

1500M 

27/2 
 

PHS INTERHOUSE 
ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

 

28/2 

Week 
6 

02/3 
 
 

3/3 4/3 5/3 
 
 

6/3 

  OUTDOOR EDUCATION CAMP 

Week 
7 

9/3 

 
ADELAIDE CUP 

PUBLIC HOLIDAY 

10/3 11/3 12/3 
 
 

13/3 

Week 
8 

16/3 
 
 

17/3 18/3 
 

INTERSCHOOL 
ATHLETICS CARNIVAL 

19/3 
 
 

20/3 
 

CLAY TARGET SHOOTING 

 

Week 
9 

23/3 
 
 

24/3 
 
 

25/3 
 
 

26/3 
 
 

27/3 

Week 
10 

30/3 
 
 

31/3 1/4 
 

2/4 3/4 
 

ADELAIDE ATHLETICS 

Week 
11 

6/4 
 
 

7/4 8/4 9/4 
 
 

10/4 

 
GOOD FRIDAY 

HOLIDAY 
 


