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Yr 8 STEM  19th August 
The Penangadoo (Penola High School, Nangwarry & Kalangadoo Primary Schools) STEM Project 

students met again to work on our STEM project.  The aim for the day was to work in our groups and 

go through the data students had been collecting since we had met last.  Once we had gone through 

the data, students then looked at the themes found in the data and using a process called hexagonal 

thinking, they then discussed in their groups which were the most important themes.  From there 

students worked together to create their ‘How might we’ statements to define the problems they 

would be working on.  Students have recently chosen which problem they are interested in solving.   

A first Prototyping session where students worked together on their solutions happened on 

September 5 at Nangwarry Primary School.  The second session will be held on September 19th. 

Students will be showcasing their solutions to parents and the wider community on our Showcase 

Evening which will be held on Tuesday the 24th September.   

Visit by Penola Primary School Year 7 Students  19th-22nd August 
Sam McDougall from Penola Primary School brought his Year 7 class to our school for a four-day visit 

as part of the Transition Program.  Students were based in the drama room, but ventured out to take 

some specialist lessons.  These included Tech Studies with Mr Knott, sport with Ms Long, supported 

by Sam Gartner from Year 12, Home Ec and Health with Ms Jaeschke and Brooke Hutchesson and Art 

with Ms Moretti.  Students also worked with Ms Cope and Ms Pryor, who declared the visit to be 

very successful. 

Year 10 Work Experience  19th-23rd August 
Year 10 students were hosted in a variety of work sites and businesses for Work Experience during 

week 5. 

Book Week Activities 19th-23rd August 
During Book Week the Year 12 Child Studies students organised and ran a session for the McKay 

Children's centre Kindergarten class as part of their group assignment based around Creativity with 

Technology. The Year 12 students read books and ran engaging activities around the Book Week 

theme of “Reading is My Secret Power”. 

The Kindergarten class enjoyed singing and dancing with the Year 12 students and making paper 

plate seals. The library Smart Board was used to make the session more interactive for our visitors. 

The last activity of the session allowed the kindergarteners to create rainbows with milk, food 

colouring and detergent. The session was enjoyed by everyone. 

SRC Assembly  21st August 
The SRC assembly began with the Acknowledgement of the Land presented by SRC Co-President, 

Brooke Hutchesson, and was followed by a welcome to our visiting Year 7 students and list of 

extracurricular activities which have occurred since the last assembly presented by Harmoniee 

Smith.  Brooke spoke about the highly successful revamp of the girls’ bathroom and presented a 

video recording of the girls at work.  Seth Lear introduced Ms Long who presented a sports report 



covering student involvement in 8/9 Boys Football, Knockout Touch Football, girls 9-a-side football, 

Open basketball and netball.  Mr Hentschke presented Maths Quiz Night participants with their 

certificates and Ms Stephens presented the Science Week competition winners with their prizes.  

Jemma Mooney, Ozzie Morton and Ben Hutchesson ran a ‘Heads and Tails’ game won by Tyler 

Hellyer and Sam Gartner.  Jesse Martin brought the assembly to a close. 

SAPOL Visit 22nd August 
Rob Grintner from SAPOL visited us to talk to senior students about road safety.  Year 11 students 

participated in a program called ‘The Fatal Five’ while Year 12 students focused on ‘Getting Home 

Safe’. 

Maths Essentials Visits 
The Maths Essentials students have started a series of discussions with community members about 

how Maths is used in various work places.  The program began on Monday 26th August with a visit 

from Brenton Moore who shared many important ideas with the students.  Students were 

particularly interested in learning about superannuation contributions and the GST.  On the 28th, the 

guest was real estate guru, Jo O’Connor who explained many of the roles she undertakes and 

demonstrated the way in which commission is calculated.  In week7, students visited the IGA where 

Shane McPherson talked to them, explaining how important Maths is in his business and how the 

GST and freight costs impact on it.  Vintage Café was the venue for the students’ second foray into 

the community.  Here, Carol Marcus explained how she adjusts recipes to meet the number of 

people she needs to serve and provided the students with complimentary scones, jam and cream.  A 

delightful way to further learning!  John Tregenza was our final presenter when he visited the class 

this morning.  We greatly appreciate the willingness with which community members have 

embraced this program and given their time and expertise. 

Library News from Book Week 
An extremely successful Kids Time was held as part of the Book Week celebrations.  As well as 

enjoying the books and songs, the littlies were entranced by Ali’s rainbow experiment. 

During the week, the library hosted six groups of visiting students and staff indulged in some 

dressing up around the superhero (super power) theme.  Special thanks to Cathy Heyn who visited 

and made the sessions come alive. 

A daily quiz was run through home groups, with the Year 11 students emerging victorious. 

The library has secured a $1500 grant to run an event for ‘Get Online’ week in October 

Period Pain and Endometriosis Presentation  29th August   
Michelle Neilson from Pelvic Pain Australia came to talk to the Year 10 - 12 girls about 

period pain and endometriosis.  Students were able to ask questions and find out more 

about how they could get help (or support someone else) if needed.   Matters discussed 

during the presentation covered normal and abnormal pain, types of period pain, how pain 

works in the body, simple ways to relieve pain, the contribution of exercise and healthy 

eating, endometriosis and accessing help. 

SRC Quiz Night  30th August 
A highly successful Quiz Night, hosted by the SRC under the capable guidance of Olivia Jaeschke, was 

held in the Hall with about 80 community members attending.  The evening was compered by SRC 

Co-Presidents, Brooke Hutchesson and Jesse Martin.  Other SRC members were involved on the 

door, and in collecting answer sheets and scoring.  The support of the local community through 

generous donations meant prize winners were well-rewarded for their efforts.  No account of the 



evening would be complete without mentioning the amazing job done by Sarah Walker in preparing 

challenges, making sure the evening ran smoothly and overseeing the marking. 

National Indigenous Literacy Day  4th September 
Indigenous Literacy Day is a national celebration of Indigenous culture, stories, language and 

literacy.  It is important because literacy is the first step in closing the gap between Aboriginal and 

non-Aboriginal people.  We were fortunate to have a visit from Aunty Michelle Jaquelin-Furr who 

spoke to Year 8 students about the importance of closing the gap in Indigenous literacy and the work 

of the Indigenous Literacy Foundation in remote communities.  Aunty Michelle read excerpts from 

her book Annie’s Story and spoke about Aboriginal perspectives of the early history of Penola.  She 

introduced some Boandik language to the students. 

SACE Information Evening  4th September 
A small group of parents attended the SACE information evening run by Jason Plunkett.  Parents 

appreciated the opportunity to raise questions concerning the SACE. 

Course Counselling Day  5th September 
A very successful Course Counselling day was held with parents and students from Years 10 and 11 

meeting with teams of teachers to plan their courses for 2020. 

Lainie Anderson visit 
Lainie Anderson, Sunday Mail columnist and author, visited the library to talk about her new book, 

Long Flight Home, an historical novel based on the 1919 Great Air Race, the first flight from England 

to Australia. 

Pupil Free Day  6th September 
Sam McDougall, Year 7 teacher at Penola Primary School, joined our teachers to participate in a day 

of training and development aimed at developing teachers’ skills in interdisciplinary teaching and 

integrated models of learning, in readiness for the influx of Year 7 students in 2022.  The training 

was presented by Karla Pobke and Tisha Beasley from the Australian Science and Maths School. 

GovHack  31st August – 1st September 
Seth Lear, Ben Hutchesson and Lachy Summers spent the weekend at GovHack, investigating data 

sets on the internet and producing an app.  After looking at data around public transport, they 

prototyped an app to identify the nearest public transport and provide details on the next service 

and any delays that might occur.  This is a competitive event, and winners will be announced after 

the apps are assessed. 

Touch Football  12th September 
The annual primary schools touch football carnival was held on our oval and was deemed a great 

success.  The Year 10 sports students were closely involved in the running of the day. 

More details next time. 


