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Principal’s Report
Ngaire Benfell

Dear Parents and Caregivers

We have had a busy two weeks since our last newsle  er. Semester 1 will 
fi nish at the end of Week 8 and we head into a new  metable for Semester 2 
star  ng Week 9. This means some students will have new classes and new teachers.

Kathleen Phillips will be on Long Service Leave for all of Semester 2 and I am on Study Leave all 
of Term 3 which means there will be further staff  changes. Lesley Okholm becomes the Ac  ng 
Principal and Chloe Long becomes the Ac  ng Deputy Principal for Term 3. We have employed a 
Middle School PE and IT teacher to cover the teaching classes behind this temporary reshuffl  e. 
We welcome Joshua Pearce to our staff  and know that the school and community will make 
him feel welcome.

Reading improvement is part of our site improvement goal on literacy improvement. On 
Monday 25 May 2020, Kate Jones and I visited an Adelaide school to view and learn more about 
their reading improvement program for secondary students. We were impressed with the way 
the program targets reading development for all Middle Years students and will pursue some 
addi  onal training through observing programs in ac  on in our primary schools and becoming 
trained in gathering data about the students’ reading levels.

On Tuesday 9 June 2020, our Student Free Day, we will con  nue our focus on our numeracy 
improvement goal, work on developing our strategies for helping students to improve their 
wri  ng and work with Rosie Copelin from the child development directorate on curriculum 
planning for diff eren  a  on.

On Wednesday evening, 3 June 2020, we held our fourth Twilight Tour for prospec  ve enrolments 
in 2021. This is a great opportunity for families to tour the site and learn more about Penola 
High School. I am par  cularly proud of the way our SRC members plan, coordinate and lead 
this event. It is very much a student run event and many of our current students par  cipate 
in the classroom demonstra  ons and help out on the night, showcasing their leadership and 
par  cipa  on.

This Friday 5 June, we will hold our fi rst assembly since the COVID – 19 changes. I am so looking 
forward to telling the students that there are a lot of things at PHS about which I feel proud. In 
par  cular, I feel really proud about the achievements of the Year 8 class. I have been talking to 
Year 8 students and going to Year 8 classes and the growth is fantas  c. Year 8 is hard, it’s hard 
ge   ng used to new faces, a new place, trying to fi t in and ge   ng used to mul  ple teachers but 
in the last few weeks I have been very impressed. I viewed videos they created, I watched them 
thread and use sewing machines for the fi rst  me, I read well wri  en responses and heard 
them describe choices they made because they wanted to challenge themselves. It will be a 
delight to write about how far they have travelled at the end of the year.

Stay safe

  Kind regards

Issue 8 4 June 2020

Important Dates
Friday 5 June 2020
• Mental Health Week Assembly

Monday 8 June 2020
• Queens Birthday Holiday

Tuesday 9 June 2020
• Student Free Day

Wed 10-Fri 12 June 2020
• Mental Health Week
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Twilight Tour
Olivia Jaeschke

Penola High School’s Twilight Tour, held on the evening of 
Wednesday 3 June 2020, saw a large number of interested 
community members, Year 7 students and parents visit our 
school to observe and take part in a range of ac  vi  es lead 
by our students.
Tour goers were greeted in the foyer by SRC representa  ves, 
staff  and student volunteers before a welcome address from 
Middle School Coordinator Jane Pryor. Three groups were 
then lead by SRC on a tour which included a walk through 
the Café 43 training centre, as well as the many faculty 
areas of the school including Tech Studies, English, Maths, 
Art and Science. Highlights of the tour included the Year 8 
English mini fi lms, the Stage 1 Physics circuits’ presenta  on 
and the World Challenge session. 
The night concluded with an informa  on session in the 
hall for families. Ms Benfell gave her principal’s address 
before welcoming Ebonie Moulton who spoke confi dently 
about the many opportuni  es available at Penola High 
School. Families then had  me to ask ques  ons of staff  and 
students.
We are very pleased with the turnout for this event and are 
incredibly proud of the par  cipa  on of the student body 
who contributed to making the evening a success. Well 
done to all involved.

PRIOR NOTICE
STUDENT FREE DAY

TUESDAY 9 JUNE 2020

Student Absence
No  fi ca  on number:0400 134 993

(this number is SMS only)
or alterna  vely email

dl.0931_info@schools.sa.edu.au

STUDENT ILLNESS
Parents and students are reminded that if a student is feeling 
unwell or is injured at school, they are to report to the front 

offi  ce for assistance. Students are reminded not to text 
message their parent from their mobile phone to ask if they 

can be collected; they are to report to the front offi  ce and they 
can then wait in the Sick Room while staff  contact their parent/
guardian to arrange transporta  on home and the absence can 

be recorded.

Keeping Connected to 
Online Support

Children and young people grow up in a highly connected 
world. Online connec  ons are integral to how they live. As 
parents and carers, it’s important to help your child manage 
how and when they are online.
While at  mes it may be necessary to limit their access, it’s 
important to remember that their online connec  ons can 
be healthy and link them to suppor  ve friends on social 
media or to mental health informa  on and services.
Children and young people need to know its ok to reach 
out to mental health professionals when they need advice 
and support.
We want all children and young people to feel respected, 
in touch and mentally healthy. We can guide them through 
complicated rela  onships, no ma  er where they happen. 
Let’s work together to help them stay safe and keep 
connected.
esafety resources provide useful informa  on and advice for 
parents and carers to help children have safe experiences 
online.

Mental health resources
h  ps://kidshelpline.com.au/

h  ps://headspace.org.au/eheadspace/
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Cross Country
Chloe Long

The frost cleared just in  me for the running of the Penola 
High School Virtual Cross Country on Thursday 4 June 
2020, and the temperature was perfect for the compe  tors 
running the course. The 1km course consisted of a 
combina  on of the high school oval and McCorquindale 
Park oval, with compe  tors comple  ng 3 laps to make up 
the 3km distance.
The staff  were very impressed with the pace set by Dylan 
Morton over the fi rst lap, and even more impressed that 
he managed to keep up the momentum and fi nish fi rst in 
just over 12 minutes. The next compe  tor over the line was 
Lachy Summers who put in a gallant eff ort. Indi Venables 
set the pace from the start for the Open girls and kept it up  
to fi nish in 15:54.
It was a close fi nish for the Under 14 female with Lily 
Cliff ord-Finch just a stride in front of Rochelle Crawford. 
Thomas Currie took the fi rst lap to warm up, however came 
home strong to fi nish in a  me of 14:34. Bailey Lindner and 
Ozzy Morton had a neck and neck ba  le un  l Ozzy broke 
away in the fi nal lap, and Olivia Berkin challenged herself 
and fi nished in just over 15 minutes. 
The cross country wasn’t just about the runners, it’s was 
about par  cipa  on and ge   ng outside in the sunshine. All 
the Penola High School students had the choice to run or 
walk. The ‘walkers’ had a great  me led by Ebonie and her 
tunes. All students completed the 3kms in posi  ve spirits 
with smiles on their faces. Congratula  ons to all - it was 
great to see all students giving it a go. A big thank you to the 
staff  who helped with marshalling.
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