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Important Dates
Friday 6 November 2020
• Disc Golf

Monday 9 November 2020
• 5-A-Side Soccerl

Wednesday 11 November 2020
• Lawn Bowls

Mon 9 Nov-Fri 13 Nov 2020
• PE Week

Friday 13 November 2020
• Festival of Sport

Monday 16 November 2020
• White Card Training - Year 10
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Principal’s Report
Ngaire Benfell

Dear Parents and Caregivers

Year 12 Students
The Year 12 Graduation Assembly was very efficiently run by the Year 11 
students on Friday 10 October 2020. This ceremony contains the right amount of formality and 
is a wonderful opportunity for both the graduating class and the current Year 11’s to showcase 
their skills, confidence and competence. These are some of the qualities students develop 
from their education at Penola High School. Exams began this week and will finish next Friday. 
Year 12 students are reminded to arrive promptly to exams while years 8 to 11 students are 
reminded to help provide a quiet uninterrupted exam experience for them by staying well clear 
of the Seminar Room. I am really looking forward to the final moments of their school life at the 
Graduation Dinner at Hollicks on Saturday 14 November 2020 and finally, Presentation Night 
on 9 December 2020. We look forward to your attendance at these events and your continued 
support of these students.

Facilities
If you have recently driven past the school, you would have noticed that work has commenced 
on the upgrade of the carpark. This work will continue for the rest of 2020 and into 2021 as the 
resurfacing of a tennis court and the bitumen area behind the Science classrooms commences. 
Most exciting is the imminent commencement of our redevelopment of classrooms into a 
Middle Schooling space. These works will commence by April 2021 and it is hoped that year 8 
and 9 students will be using the space in Semester 2 2021.

STEM
The Year 9 STEM class has been learning entrepreneurial skills and preparing for running a small 
business within the $20.00 Boss program. Each group of students has a small amount of capital 
with which to start up their business. They are currently planning and costing their proposals. In 
Week 6 they will move into sales and hope to make a profit. You may see products and services 
being advertised on our Facebook page and in flyers or posters. Please support their ventures 
and provide them with feedback for improvement. They are very much enjoying this authentic, 
real life experience.

Finally, I’d like to announce that I have won a Principal Consultant position in the Port Augusta/
Far North region, starting next year. I’m feeling pretty sad to be leaving Penola High School. This 
has been a wonderful school to work at and it has been my privilege to work with such a great 
group of parents and families. I am lucky to have had the experience of working and living in 
Penola and the lush South East. Port Augusta is definitely not going to live up to that!
As it is very late in the school year, the likely process for leadership of Penola High School 
will be the appointment of the Deputy into an Acting Principal role for a period of time next 
year, before advertising the Principal role for a tenured period. This is a great option for the 
continuity of staffing, improvement goals and wellbeing.

Thank you to all of you for a wonderful 4 years at Penola High School.

Stay safe.

    Kind regards
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PLEASE NOTE
Parents of bus students are reminded if they have a 

bus issue it must be directed, in the first instance to the 
Principal of that young person’s school, and then if need 

be, to Penola High School who manage the buses. Parents 
should NOT be contacting bus drivers directly.

Year 12 Last Day
Chloe Long

The last day for Year 12 students for 2020 got off to a 
fine start with a breakfast feast at Greenrise overseen by 
masterchef, Mike Hentschke, ably assisted by Gavin Kernot. 
Students and teachers were treated to sausages, eggs, 
bacon, mushrooms and tomato, with a choice of juice or 
iced coffee. The theme this year was ‘A Day at the Beach’, 
with students coming dressed in bathers and floaties. 
After their breakfast, the students, smartly attired in 
genuine uniform, arrived at school for their final assembly, 
run by Year 11 students in close supervision from Mike 
Hentschke and Kate Jones. The Year 12 students received 
the traditional offerings of a signed photo of their class, 
a plaque for the bench and personalised cards from the 
teachers. A highlight from the assembly was the morphed 
student photos from the time they were in Year 8 until this 
year. Following this were some heart felt speeches from 
Year 12 home group teacher Chloe Long, SACE coordinator 
Lesley Okholm, SRC President Ebonie Moulton and 
representative from the Year 12 class Amy Whitehouse. The 
speeches highlighted the success, fun and resilience that 
these Year 12s have shown throughout the year. At the end 
of the assembly Year 12 students and their families headed 
outside to put their plaque on the ‘Year 12 seat’. This was a 
nice moment for the Year 12 students, with their families, 
as they reflected on how far they had come. The final day 
celebrations were a great success thanks to the hard work 
of Mike Hentschke, Chloe Long, Gavin Kernot, Sarah Walker, 
James Braddy and Kate Jones. Farewell Year 12s, you will be 
missed.

Information Publishing and Processing (IPP)
Lesley Okholm

Sometimes the subjects we offer do not quite fit every 
young person at Penola High School.
We work closely with other high schools including Millicent, 
Kangaroo Inn, Kingston, Lucindale and Allendale and where 
possible, link students to classes elsewhere. 
Georgia and Seth have been working this semester with 
Millicent High School on Stage 1 IPP. This consists of online 
learning through Google classroom, some Google ‘meets’ 
and on occasion a face to face catch up with their teacher, 
Patrick Smith, here or at his school. Nothing is impossible!!

Penola High School
59th Annual

Presentation Night
Penola High School

Wednesday 9 December 2020
7.15pm for a 7.30pm start

Art Display in the Foyer

All students are expected to attend and wear school uniform.

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, all family members must book 
a seat. We are required to allocate designated seating for the 

public attending the event. Please phone 8737 0000 to reserve 
a seat. Students do not need seats booked.
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Year 8 and 9 Basketball
Chloe Long

Well done to the Penola High School Year 8 and 9 Boys and 
Girls Basketball teams who competed in the Knock Out 
competition in Naracoorte last week. All students were 
energetic and lively, and although the scores weren’t in 
their favour, it was evident that all players fought hard. 
Against some very tough competition, it was great to see 
everyone show great team spirit and sportsmanship.

Girls Group
Jo Skeer

School Services Officers Jo Skeer and Silvana Stephens have 
recently starting running a ‘Girls Health and Wellbeing’ 
youth group at Penola High School. The students will be 
developing their leadership skills while they work as a team 
to problem solve tasks and work on school based projects.
One of the first projects involved the group sourcing 
and planting succulents in pots and adorning them with 
inspirational quotes. The plants were then offered to staff 
to display at school or home. We are looking forward to the 
next project undertaken by the girls.

Transition News
Jane Pryor

Plans are being finalised for Nangwarry and Kalangadoo 
Primary Schools, and Mary Mackillop Memorial School Year 
6 and 7 students to attend for a preliminary Transition Day 
on Tuesday 17 November 2020. This will give the students 
an opportunity to familiarise themselves with our site and 
meet students and teachers. The program will involve 
students engaging in various subject areas, including 
Technical Studies, PE, Art and Home Economics, as well as 
our core subjects. The following week all students enrolled 
for next year from our feeder schools will be on site to 
experience being with their new Year 8 class for 2021. 
The newly formed Transition ‘Cluster’ group is meeting 
this week to start making plans for staff professional 
development, and to consider required practices around 
teaching and learning and curriculum development for the 
7-High School program in 2022.

Fire Season
Lesley Okholm

Very shortly the fire season will begin. Although Penola 
High School is considered a “low risk” school, it is important 
that families prepare themselves for the season.
As a low risk school, the school will remain open even if 
a catastrophic warning is issued. The school may however 
close if a fire is threatening the Penola Township or not 
enough staff can travel to the school on the day due to 
current fire incidents. Due to the nature of these incidents 
and the lateness of notification, the community will be 
informed of such a closure via ABC radio.
In the event that an incident occurs during a school day 
which threatens the school, normal school procedures 
apply and students will be invacuated to the hall for safety.
All school travel during a catastrophic fire day will stop, 
including school buses. You may still bring your children to 
school via other means if it is safe to do. This also means 
that excursions on these days and any day of a total fire ban 
will be cancelled.
If a bus run is threatened by fire on any other day, the bus 
will not run (morning or afternoon). If this is an afternoon 
bus run the school will communicate with families to collect 
students when safe to do so.
The determination of whether a bus will run or not is made 
by the department with active communication with CFS 
and other agencies.
If you need any clarification please contact the school for 
more information.
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Penola High School - 0931

Notice of Materials and Services Charges for 2021
Notice of Charges for Years 8 - 12

ITEMS AND SERVICES COST ($)HEADING

Printed and electronic materials 
related to the educational program 
and which are provided for the 
student

Workbooks $0.00
Text Book Hire / E-Book Access $0.00

SUBTOTAL  (ZPREM ) $100.00

Stationery items that are provided 
for the student

Stationery Items $30.00

SUBTOTAL  (ZSTAT) $30.00

$0.00
$0.00

Other [please Specify]
Other [please Specify]

Materials and Services that are 
provided by the school for the 
student to consume or use the 
materials or take ownership of a 
finished article produced by the 
student with the materials

Access to Student Information 
Technology

$180.00

Access to Machinery $0.00

SUBTOTAL  (ZACMS) $180.00

Access to Equipment $0.00
Curriculum/Subject Supplies and 
Services

$0.00

$0.00Other [please Specify]

Materials for inclusion in the school 
library and to enable use by the 
student

Library resources including access 
to borrowing library resources

$15.00

SUBTOTAL  (ZACLI) $15.00

Total Materials and Services Charge (excluding Subject Charges) $325.00

These subject charges are in addition to the Materials and Services Charge above for 
those students undertaking the following subjects.

Subject Description Cost ($)
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$0.00Other [please Specify]

Photocopied Material $100.00

School Fees 2021
Vicki McDonald-Burgess

School fees (Materials and Services) have been set at $325.00 per student for the 2021 school year. The ‘watermarked 
notice’ (approval from the Department of Education) has been received. All parents are invited to the next Governing 
Council meeting where the proposed fee is to be approved. In lieu of attendance at the Governing Council meeting, 
parents can express their views in writing to the Governing Council Chairperson – Tamara Ploenges. Schools fees are due 
by the end of TERM 1, 2021. The school will offer a variety of payment plans. If you wish to apply for School Card in 2021 
we encourage you to do it as early as possible.

Monday 16 November 2020
6.30pm

Penola High School Community Library

Year 10 Knockout Basketball

Well done to the Penola High School Year 10 Boys and 
Girls Basketball teams who competed in the Knock Out 
competition in Naracoorte this week. In very warm 
conditions, the teams were very competitive and showed 
great team spirit. Full report in next newsletter.
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THE NOEL FAIRWEATHER
MEMORIAL TRUST

ANNUAL SCHOLARSHIP 

for

RURAL STUDENTS

Application forms available from our website

to be submitted by 1 February of the coming year

including confirmation of acceptance into chosen course

Awarded annually and valued at $2000

wishing to commence their tertiary education 
in a new environment the following year

To assist Year 12 students living in rural areas
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MY 2020 -

POSTER

EXHIBITION

WE WANT TO SHARE YOUR STORY!

ENTRIES NOW OPEN!!

EXHIBITION OPEN

18 DECEMBER - 7 MARCH

FOR MORE INFORMATION SEE RIDDOCHARTGALLERY.ORG.AU


